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IL—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT. 


An Order in Council of the 15th October last extends the 
provisions of the Order in Council of the 28th November 1887, 
with respect to the protection to be given, by way of copyright, to 
the authors of literary and artistic works first produced in one of 
the foreign countries enumerated in the Order, to the Principality 
of Monaco. 


MercHANT Surpprine (Pinotage) Act, 1889. 


The following is a précis of the Merchant Shipping (Pilotage) 
Act, 1889, amending the law relating to pilotage, passed in the 
last session of Parliament, and assented to on the 30th August :— 

Art. 1 removes doubts as to the application of the pilotage 
provisions of 17 & 18 Vict. c. 104. to foreign ships, and declares 
that in the construction of Part V. of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1854, and of the enactments amending the same, the ex- 
pression “ ship ” includes a foreign ship. 

Art. 2 extends the power of the Board of Trade, under the 
Merchant Shipping Act Amendment Act, 1862, to make provisional 
orders as to pilotage authorities and districts. 

Art. 3 regulates the disciplinary powers of committees, commis- 
sioners, sub-commissioners, &c. 

Art. 4 gives pilots the right of appeal from pilotage authorities 
to certain specified judicial authorities. 
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By Art. 5 masters of ships, navigating outside a district in 
which pilotage is compulsory, incur penalties on the employment 
of unqualified pilots after a qualified pilot has offered. 

Ari. 6 enacts that the returns to be made by pilotage autho- 
rities under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, shall include 
accounts of all pension and superannuation funds. 

_Art. 7 empowers pilotage authorities to make byelaws requiring 
masters and mates who hold pilotage certificates to contribute to 
pilotage funds. 

Art. 8 provides how fees collected in respect of pilotage 
certificates may be applied. 

Art. 9 orders a flag to be displayed where a master or mate 
has a pilotage certificate. 

Art. 10 imposes a penalty on an ordinary boat displaying a 
colourable imitation of a pilot flag. 

Art. 11 provides for the immediate recovery of pilotage dues. 

Art. 12 lays down the modifications to be made on the applica- 
tion of the Act to Scotland. 

Art. 13 contains stipulations as to the application to Ireland of 
the provisions of the Act with respect to appeals from pilotage 
authorities. 

Art. 14 repeals parts of sections 343 and 363 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 104.). 

Arts. 15, 16, and 17 deal with the construction, date of com- 
mencement, and short titles of the Act. 


TENDERS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF WATERWORKS AT 
PHILIPPOPOLIs. 


The following is a copy of a notice issued from the Foreign 
Office on the 2nd November last :— 

«The municipal authorities of Philippopolis have, by a notice 
dated the 18th October, called for tenders for the construction of 
waterworks, The main and subsidiary supply pipes will cover a 
distance of about 20 kilometres. The plans and estimates may 
be seen at the Mairie of Philippopolis, where the tenders will be 
received up to the 18th November. 


SANITARY CONVENTION BETWEEN BRAZIL AND ARGENTINE 
AND UruGuayAn REpPvuBLics. 


A despatch, dated the 4th October last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Rio de Janeiro, transmitting translation of the final 
text of the sanitary convention between the Brazilian Empire and 
the Argentine and Uruguayan Republics, together with the 
regulations and protocol annexed thereto. The ratifications were 
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exchanged at Monte Video on the 3rd August. A decree was 
issued by the Emperor of Brazil, on the 22nd August, laying 
down the regulations to be observed for the carrying out of the 
convention. These regulations are divided into seven chapters, 
dealing with bills of health, organisation of the corps of sanitary 
ship inspectors, duties and attributions of sanitary inspectors of 
ships, commissions of sanitary ship inspectors, sanitary visits, 
anchorage grounds, quarantine regulations, and lazarettos. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Journal 
by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of Trade :-— 


With but slight exceptions, the reports of the leading trade 
unions continue to show a highly prosperous condition of the 
skilled labour market. Seasonal influences remain favourable, 
and, as yet, not even the outdoor trades have shown any sign of 
a falling off in the demand for labour. The coal, iron, ship- 
building, and engineering trades are very fully employed ; so much 
so, in some cases, that the amount of available labour is not equal 
to any material increase of production. The printing trade is 
much better than it has been for some months back; but the 
cotton trade remains depressed, and in the spinning branches the 
proportion of unemployed labour is very considerably above the 
average. 

There are now but few disputes pending in the shipbuilding 
and cognate industries, and of nine societies directly connected 
with this important branch of trade, having a total membership 
of 125,703, only 2,023 are out of work, a proportion of but 1°6 
per cent. 

Altogether 20 societies have sent in their returns. These show 
an aggregate membership of 205,246, which is an increase of 
6,610 upon the figures of two months ago. Of this total but 
8,657 are reported out of work, as against 4,284 for last month, 
a decrease of 627, and a reduction in the per-centage of unem- 
ployed members from 2°1 to 1°8. For the corresponding month 
of last year the proportion was 4°4, and for that of 1887, 8°6. 
Twelve societies report their trades generally to be “very good,” 
five “ good,” two “ moderate,” and one “ bad.” 
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IL—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


PorRTUGAL. 


A despatch, dated the 8th October, from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, announces that all the ports in Brazil have 
been declared to be free from yellow fever, with the exception of 
the port of Rio de Janeiro, which continues to be considered as 
infected by the same disease. 

The following is a- copy of a telegram, dated the 9th October, 
from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon :—“ Ports in Persian Gulf 
declared free from plague, but suspected of cholera.” 


RouMANIA. 


A despatch, dated the 3rd October, from Her Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul at Bucharest, intimates that the ports of Kustendjé and 
Sulina will be closed to all vessels coming from Mesopotamia and 
the province of Zemen which shall not have performed quarantine: 
in a Turkish port. 


MALTA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, notifications, dated the 9th October, from 
the Governor of Malta, that all arrivals from Sicily are subjected 
to medical inspection, and that the restrictions imposed on 
arrivals from Rio de Janeiro or other ports infected with yellow 
fever have been discontinued. 


UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated the 10th October, from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Washington, forwards copy of a resolution, dated 
the 27th September, by the Board of Health for the State of 
Louisiana, to the effect that all restrictions against passengers 
from ports in Central America be removed after the 15th 
October, and that all vessels departing from those ports on and 
after that date be permitted to carry passengers to New Orleans, 
and that there should be no detention at quarantine provided they 
have no sickness on board. It was also resolved that after the 
10th October the period of detention of vessels arriving at 
quarantine ports should be reduced to three days. 
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IIl—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Marrs ror AUsTRALIAN CoLonies AND New ZEALAND. 


The following statement shows the particulars of the mails to be 
despatched up to the end of December 1889 :— 


Despatched from Special Address 
Destination. Ronie. lenien (Evening). Required. 
Victoria, New South 
ales, Queens- | | Vid Brindisi (or Naples) | Every Friday - - | None. 
land,* South Aus- 
tralia, and Tas-|| ,, San Francisco - | Saturday, Nov. 30,| Vid San Francisco. 
mania - J Dec. 28. 
Western Australia - » Brindisi(or Naples) | Every Friday - None. 
» San Francisco - Oeoter. Nov. 30,| None. 
28. 
New Zealand = - | » Plymouth - - | Friday, Nov.15, Dec.13|} None. 
» Brindisi (or Naples) | Every Friday - - | Vid Italy. 


* On the 22nd of November and 20th of December, correspondence for Queensland can be 
sent either by the direct route of Torres Straits or by way of Melbourne. If meant to go vid 
Melbourne on those days, letters, &c. must be specially so addressed. 


MAILs FOR THE WesT AND SoutH-WEstT Coast OF 
AFRICA, 

The following statement shows the ports of call for the mail 
packets leaving Liverpool for the West and South-West coasts of 
Afriea during the remainder of the month of November 1889 :— 

Saturday, 16th November.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Grand Bassam, 
Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Quitta, Lagos, Brass, Akassa, 
and Opobo. 

Wednesday, 20th November.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Kroo Coast, Accra, Bonny, Old Calabar, and Cameroons. 

Saturday, 23rd November.—Grand Canary, Goree, Dakar, 
Bathurst, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half 
Jack, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Accra, Addah, Lagos, 
Forcados, Benin, and New Calabar. 

Saturday, 30th November.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Grand Bassam, 


Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Quitta, Lagos, Brass, Akassa, and 
Opobo. 


Parcet Post ro India. (INSURANCE AGAINST JLOss OR 
DaMaGE.) 

On and after the 1st November 1889, in pursuance of arrange- 
ments made between the Postmaster-General and the Post Office 
of India, parcels addressed to any place in India (including 
Burmah) or to Aden were to be accepted for insurance at an 
post office in the United Kingdom, and parcels addressed to the 
United Kingdom were to be similarly accepted for insurance at 
any post office in India. 

The Postmaster-General in giving compensation in respect of 
parcels insured under this scheme will do so, not in consequence 
of any legal liability, but voluntarily, and as an act of grace, 
subject to certain conditions. 
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For ZANZIBAR. 


The Postmaster-General has concluded a new contract with the 
British India Steam Navigation Company for the conveyance of 
mails once in four weeks between London and Zanzibar, by 
packets calling intermediately at Naples, Aden, Lamoo, and 
Mombasa. 

The first packet will reach Aden about the 20th of November, 
arriving at Zanzibar cn the 27th of November. 

Mails for Zanzibar, Lamoo, and Mombasa will be despatched 
from London, as heretofore, every Friday evening, vid Brindisi to 
Aden, for conveyance thence to destination by the first opportunity. 

The mails immediately connecting with the British India 
Company’s packets at Aden will leave London on every fourth 
Friday, dating from the 8th of November. 


Parcet Post tro UruGuay AND T'AHI'TI. 


On and after the 15th November 1889, parcels will be accepted 
at any post office for transmission to Uruguay, vid France or 
Germany, and to Tahiti, vid France. 

The following are the principal regulations :— 

Urvuevay :— 

Postage.—For a parcel not exceeding 3 Ibs., 4s. 7d.; exceeding 

3 lbs, but not exceeding 7 lbs., 5s. 1d. 

Limits of Delivery.—The delivery of parcels in Uruguay is 
confined to the following towns:-—Canelones, Duranzo, 
Florida, Fray Bentos, Mercedes, Minas, Monte Video, Pay- 
sandu, Salto, San José. No parcel can be transmitted which 
is not addressed to one of these places. 

Limits of Dimensions.—Greatest length, 2 ft.; greatest length 
and girth combined, 4 ft. 

Articles specially prohibited—No parcel may contain any of 
the following articles :—Letters, lottery tickets, litmus and 
its derivatives, liquids and semi-liquids, parts of the vine, 
including grapes. 

Despatch of Parcels-—Parcels for Uruguay will be forwarded 
to France or Germany in the regular parcel mails from this 
country. Their transmission thence to destination will take 
place as opportunity offers. 

Arrangements are in progress for the establishment of a direct 
exchange of parcels between the United Kingdonand Uruguay. 

TAHITI 

Postage.—F or a parcel not exceeding 3 lbs., 5s. 8d.; exceeding 
3 lbs. but not exceeding 7 lbs., 6s, 1d. 

Mayorrer, Noss1-Bf, Ditco-Suarez, aNnp St. Mary (Mapa- 

GASCAR) :— 

Reduction of Postage—The postage on parcels for these 
places has been reduced to the following rates:—For a 
parcel not exceeding 3 lbs., 3s, 2d.; exceeding 3 lbs. but 
not exceeding 7 lbs., 3s. 7d. 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Recent Customs Decision. 


The Moniteur Belge for the 3rd October last says that, by a 
recent decision of the Russian Customs authorities, the permission 
granted in 1862 to introduce into Russia, free of import duties, 
cables intended for the telegraphs of the Russian Government, is 
withdrawn. 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
Note,—-Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Gold Rouble = 3s. 2d. 


A despatch, dated the 24th October last, has been receivedjat 
the Foreign Office from Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, enclosing a translation by 
Mr. Consul Michell, of a recent notification of the Customs 
Department making the following classifications of articles in the 
Russian Customs Tariff :— 

Zinc sheets, nickel plated, to be admitted under section 102, 
point 2, of the Customs tariff. Duty at 85 copecks gold per poud. 

Magnesite in powder, to be cleared under section 135. Duty 
at 15 copecks gold per poud. 

Pieces of wood, coated with emery paste (whetstones), to be 
cleared under section 145. Duty at 30 copecks gold per poud. 

Metallic pencils (leaden core encased in wood) used for engrav- 
ing purposes, to be cleared under section 173. Duty at 1 1. 40 
copecks gold per poud, as toois used in arts and trades. 

China rollers for mill-stones, consisting of cylinders of china 
permanently fixed to iron axles, to be cleared under section 175, 
point 2. Duty at 1 r. 40 copecks gold per poud. 

Azotic acid salt of barium and strontium, to be cleared under 
section 140, as chemical salts not specially mentioned in the 
tariff. Duty at 2 r. 40 copecks gold per poud. 

Vichy salts, in powder and doses, to be cleared under section 151. 
Duty at 20 r. gold per poud gross. 

Supplements to Russian journals, consisting of printed drawings 
and designs, to be cleared under section 183, point 5. Duty at 
7 r. 90 copecks gold per poud. 

Rectificators of brass and iron, imported in pieces, and in which 
the brass constitutes in point of weight the preponderating material, 
to be cleared under section 175, point 1. Duty at 3 r. 50 copecks 
gold per poud. 

Horn spindles without enamelling pay duty on exportation from 
Russia abroad at the rate of 10 copecks gold per poud, under 
section 1 of articles dutiable on exportation. 


Proposed Drawbackh on Russian Cotton Goods exported to Persia, 


A despatch, dated the 16th October last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s 
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Ambassador at St. Petersburg, transmitting translation of an 
extract by Mr. Michell from the Moscow Gazette respecting an 
alleged project of the Ministry of Finance to return the duty on 
exportation in the case of Russian cotton goods sent to Persia. 
The following is a copy of the translation in question :— 

“The Moscow Gazette reports that the Ministry of Finance is 
considering the question of the return of Customs duty (on the 
basis of the metallic value of the rouble in which the duty is 
levied) on all Russian cotton goods manufactured in Russia and 
exported to Persia. 

“ It is contemplated to make repayment of duty on exportation 
on the following scale :-— 

“1. Cotton yarn, both bleached and unbleached, and dyed all 
colours ; as also all cotton tissues, bleached and unbleached, at the 
rate of 1 rouble 98 copecks paper currency per poud, 

“2. Cotton tissues of all colours except of Adrianople red, and 
cotton prints, at the rate of 2 roubles 34 copecks paper currency 

er poud. 

“3. Tissues dyed Adrianople red at the rate of 2 roubles 
88 copecks paper currency per poud. 

“The metallic rouble is reckoned as equal to 1 rouble 80 copecks 
paper currency.” 

In a further despatch, dated the 30th October, Sir R. B. D. 
Morier forwards the following translation by Mr. Michell of 
a decision of the Russian Customs authorities :— 

A light powder, having the appearance of that used for bronzing 
purposes, though much lighter in weight than the latter, viz., 
from 70 zolotniks (10°5 ozs. English) to 2 Ibs. Russian (28°86 ozs. 
English) to a litre, to be pte under section 178 of the tariff, 
as foil and tinsel in powder, duty at 20 copecks gold per lb. 
Russian. A heavier powder (weighing more than 2 lbs. Russian 
in one litre) used as a bronzing powder, to be cleared under 
section 145 of the tariff, duty 30 copecks gold per poud. 


Regulations affording Facilities for Vessels Trading at Taganrog. 


A communication, dated the 7th November last, has been 
received from the Foreign Office, enclosing an extract of a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Taganrog to Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, giving the substance of regulations 
which, in consequence of the representations made to the Russian 
Government by his Excellency, have recently been issued for 
facilitating the arrival and departure of vessels trading with the 
former port. The following is a copy of the extract in question :— 

(a) All vessels arriving in ballast (water) may commence to 
load forthwith without waiting for the usual Customs visit. 

(b.) Vessels entering with cargo will be allowed to discharge on 
Sundays and holidays upon a petition being presented by the 
shipmaster to the Custom house. Furthermore, the facilities will 
be afforded for the unloading of goods pending the arrival on 
board of the documents from the Custom house. 
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_ (c.) All bags required on board for the stowage of grain will 
be given out at once, and on completing cargo the number of 
sacks filled and those remaining empty will be verified according 
to the declaration. © 

(d.) The shipping and other dues hitherto payable at Kertch 
are now levied at Taganrog, thus avoiding needless delay. 

(e.) Daily telegrams are now received from Kertch by the 
Custom house, giving the names of vessels bound to Taganrog. 
This enables the visiting officers to meet ships on their arrival in 
the roadstead. 


» GERMANY. 
The Law on Alcohols, 


The German Bundesrath has recently come to a decision by 
which it grants to German distillers the repayment of the expenses 
incurred by them for the purchasing of certain apparatus intended 
to facilitate the execution of the law of the 27th June 1887 on 
the taxation of alcohols. 

This law stipulated (Art. 9) that the primary expenses for the 
establishment of reservoir collectors, of measuring apparatus, 
outside tubes, safety valves (allowing the collecting agents to 
measure the quantities of liquid), should be borne by the State, 
or, rather, by the consumers ; but it left to the charge of the 
distillers other parts of these controlling apparatus, such as 
the pedestal or support of the reservoir and several accessory 
pieces. According to the afore-mentioned decision, the expenses 
incurred for the pedestals or supports of iron or wood of the 
collecting reservoirs, the accessory parts of the collecting reser- 
voirs and the apparatus for measuring, the tubes establishing 
communication with the collecting reservoirs, are also borne by 
the State. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
Note.—Quintal = 220-4 lbs. avoirdupois. Frane = 


The following decisions, affecting the classification of articles 
in the Swiss Customs Tariff, were given by the Swiss Customs 
authorities during the month of September last :— 

Paper stone (papierstein), product drawn from magnesite, and 
used for making fire-proof walls and ceilings.—Category 169. 
Duty, 40 cents. per quintal. 

Xylolithe (made of clay and wood sawdust), in slabs, &c., for 
paving.—Categories 171 and 172. Duties, 15 centimes and 
1 franc 50 cents. per quintal. 

Cocoa butter (cocoa oil).—Category 259. Duty, 1 franc per 
quintal. In the notes to this category, the words “ (palm-butter, 
palm fat) ” are added after “ palm oil.” 
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Blankets made of cotton waste.—Categories 288 and 288a. 
Duties, 4 francs and 35 francs per quintal respectively. 

Pads of stuff for the caulking of ships, impregnated or not. 
—Category 306a. Duty, 3 francs per quintal. - 

Stufts of wool, common, for blankets, in the piece: unbleached, 
or also with coloured stripes—Category 331. Duty, 12 francs 
per quintal, 


PoRTUGAL. 


Extension of Time for Free Deposit of Goods in the Custom 
Houses of the Azores, , 


A despatch, dated the 18th October last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon, enclosing translation of a Royal order dated the . 
14th October, in virtue of which the period of six months allowed 
for the free deposit of goods in the Custom houses in the islands 
of Azores is extended to 12 months. 


IsLANDs. 


Modification of Import and Export Duties. 


A report, dated the 7th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. A. Gollan, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Manilla, enclosing translation of a telegram from the Spanish 
Minister of the Colonies to the Governor-General, which was 
published in the Manila Gazette of the 7th September, modifying 
the import and export duties of the Philippine Islands. The 
following is a copy of the translation in question :— 

“To-day’s Gazette publishes a royal decree establishing a 
transitory charge of 50 per cent. on existing import duties on 
goods for consumption, 20 cents per ‘litro’ on native alcohol, and 
25 cents for each 100 kilogs. of rice. Consignees or importing 
and exporting merchants will have to pay one dollar for every 
1,000 kilogs. of cargo loaded or discharged, but vessels are freed 
from dues of ‘ navigation.’ Export duties suppressed except on 
tobacco, which will contribute as formerly. Previous duties will 
be exacted from vessels arriving at or departing from the ports of 
the Archipelago after the 31st December next.” 


Proposed Custom House Reform, 


The London and China Telegraph for October 14th last, 
says 

"The Chamber of Commerce at Manila has petitioned the 
Minister for the Colonies in favour of Custom house reform. 
The Chamber points out that tariff valuations at Philippine ports 
are misleading, and press hardly on the mercantile community. 
The present valuations have been unchanged for years, though 
prices have altered. The law directs a tariff import levy 
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of 10 per cent. only. The fixity of the valuation gives 
rise to serious anomalies. The fall in prices results in 
the levy becoming 30, 40, and even 50 per cent. on the present 
value of the articles. The intended increase of the duty by 
50 per cent. will make the burden more grievous still. The 
situation will become intolerable unless the Home Government 
listens to reason, and directs the valuations to be fixed truer to 
the market quotations, 


ITALy. 


Prohibition of the Importation of Saccharin. 


A communication, dated 8th October last, has been received 
from the Foreign Office, forwarding the following translatiun of 
an Italian decree, dated the 29th September last, by which the 
importation and production of saccharin and saccharin products 
in the kingdom of Italy are prohibited. 

Art. I. The importation and production in the kingdom of 
Italy of saccharin (benzoato solfinico) and of saccharin products are 
prohibited. 

Any person contravening or attempting to contravene this 
prohibition will be subjected to the penalties imposed for contra- 
band. 

The rules respecting the importation of saccharin for medical 
use will be fixed by ministerial decree, 

Art. II. The present decree will come into force on the Ist 
October 1889, and will be presented to Parliament to be converted 
into law. 

A despatch, dated the 15th October last, has been received 
from Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Rome, enclosing copy and translation of the regulations framed 
by the Ministry of Finance, in accordance with the decree 
printed above, respecting the introduction into the kingdom of 
saccharin for pharmaceutical purposes. ‘he copy and translation 
in question may be seen on application at the Commercial Depart- 
ment, Board of Trade, S.W. 


GREECE. 


The Duty on Leather Gloves, 


With reference to the notification on p. 273 of the Board of 
Trade Journal for the month of March last, a despatch dated the 
15th October, has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens, enclosing trans- 
lation of a Royal decree fixing the 10th (22nd) October as the 
date from which the duty of one drachma (drachma = 9,,d.) per 
pair on leather gloves in general (excluding those lined with fur) 
was to be henceforward imposed. 
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Unitep States. 
Customs Classification of Cotton Corduroys. 


Bradstreet’s, for the 12th October last, has the following :— 

«A controversy which has been in progress for some time as to 
the proper classification of cotton corduroys under the existing 
Tariff Acts has at length been settled. The collector at New 
York classified these goods as assimilating to cotton velvets, and 
assessed them at a duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem. The 
importers claimed that the goods could not be classified as cotton 
velvets for the reason that they were otherwise provided for in 
the schedule for ‘all manufactures of cotton not specially 
enumerated or provided for’ at a duty of 35 per cent. The 
claim of the importers was sustained by the federal court in the 
case of Erlanger et al. vs. Magone.” 


Consular Invoices not required for Merchandise in Transit. 


According to a decision of the Treasury Department of the 
United States, Articles 854 and 908 of the Customs Regulations 
are so amended that consular certificates will not be required for 
invoices of goods passing through the territory of the United States 
from one foreign port to another, provided that the manifest, 
invoice, or bill of lading shall show such foreign destination, and 
shall contain a general description of the goods in each package, 
with their aggregate value. 


MeExIco. 


Changes in Customs Tariff. 


The Moniteur Belge for the 8th October last says that the 
following articles, which formerly entered Mexico free of duty, 
are in future to pay the under-mentioned import duties :— 

Mares and entire horses, duty, 20 dollars per head. 

Sheep and ewes, 35 cents per head. 

Goats, 5 cents per head. 

Pigs, live, 2 dollars 25 cents per head. 

Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves, 3 dollars per head. 

Mules, 2 dollars per head. 

Meat, fresh, pork, beef, and poultry, 10 cents. per kilog. 


CHILI. 


Changes in Customs Tariff. 


The Chilian Times for the 14th September last states that, 
according to a reform in the Chilian Customs tariff, which will 
come into operation on the lst January next, the following 
articles will be admitted duty free :— 

Machinery and tools for agricultural, mining, arts, trades, and 
manufacturing purposes. 
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Composition, copper, brass, and galvanised iron, tubes, and the 
elbows, T’s, and other accessories of those articles. 

Tron and steel wire, galvanised and ungalvanised, up to No. 14 
inclusive, and isolated copper and composition wire for electrical 
purposes, 

Telegraphic and telephonic instruments, isolators, iron and steel 
posts, and other articles used for telegraphic and telephonic 
purposes, 

Iron and steel rails and accessories for permanent way of 
railways, tramways, and portable railways. 

Iron and steel wheels, axles, and tires for railways, and cars 
for portable railways. 

Sheet and plate iron. 


Bouivia. 


Customs Treatment of Chilian Imports vii Mollendo. 


The Moniteur Belge for the 21st September last says that by a 
decree of the Bolivian Government, Chilian products, with the 
exception of rums and alcohols, imported by the Customs of 
Mollendo, will be exempt from Customs duties under the 
same conditions as those imported by the ports of Arica and 
Antofogasta. 


Changes in Customs Tariff. 


The Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 20th October last 
states that a law has recently been passed by the Bolivian 
Government providing as follows :— 

Art. 1. Products and merchandise of foreign origin imported 
into the country will pay the same duties as those fixed in the 
year 1888 on imports by Arica. 


MaLta. 
Prohibition of Import of Cattle and Cattle Products from Sicily. 
An order was issued by the Deputy Governor of Malta on the 
29th October last, directing that the importation of all kinds of 
cattle from Sicily be prohibited, and that the introduction into 
the Maltese islands of wool, hides, skins, horns, bones, and hoofs 
from that island be likewise prohibited. ' 


CANADA. 


Free Admission of Steel Wire for Crinolines and Corsets. 


The Canada Gazette for the 28th September publishes a pro- 
clamation of the Governor-General of Canada abolishing the duty 
on wire of steel, flat, of No. 16 gauge or thinner, when imported by 
the manufacturers of crinoline wire and corset wires to be used 
for those purposes only, in their own factories. 
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Free Admission of Bessemer Steel Wire for Pins, 


The Canada Gazette for the 28th September last publishes a 
proclamation of the Governor-General of Canada abolishing the 
duty on wire of Bessemer steel of No. 16 gauge or smaller, when 
imported by the manufacturers of pins to be used for that purpose 
only in their factories. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


Tariff Changes. 


The Moniteur Belge for the 2nd October last says that by 
virtue of a law recently passed the under-mentioned duties are 
applicable to the following articles :— 

Sea biscuits, 20 cents per quintal. 

Other bread, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Steam machinery, boilers, propellers, hydraulic wheels and 
saws, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

In the statement of the articles admitted free of duty the 
following modifications are introduced :— 

The paragraph “Steam machinery, boilers, propellers, hydraulic 
“ wheels and saws, serving for the construction of ships on the 
* stocks of the colony, and for that of works and factories” is 
expunged and replaced by the following : “ Articles imported for 
the use of the municipality of St. John.” 


MOonTSERRAT. 


Abolition of Export Duties. 

A despatch, dated the 14th October last, has been received 
from Mr. E. Haynes, Commissioner of Montserrat, forwarding a 
copy of Ordinance No, 8 of 1889, by which the duties on articles 
exported from that island are abolished from 1st January 1890. 


QUEENSLAND. 


Exemption from Duty of Sulphate of Ammonia. 

The Moniteur Belge for the 5th October last states that, 
according to a recent decision, sulphate of ammonia intended 
exclusively for the manufacture of liquid ammonia is free from 
import duties in the colony of Queensland, 


SrerRA LEONE. 


Abolition of Compulsory Pilotage. 

A despatch, dated the 5th October last, has been received from 
the Colonial Secretary of Sierra Leone, forwarding copies of an 
Order in Council abolishing compulsory pilotage in the harbour 
of Sierra Leone on and from the lst November. 


FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES ON SALT. 
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V.—FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES ON SALT. 


The following statement, which shows the rates of Customs 
duty levied in each of the under-mentioned countries upon the 
importation of salt from the United Kingdom, has been prepared 
in the Department for publication in the Journal. 


Norr.—Since the publication of the return relating to Foreign Import Duties 
(178/85), numerous modifications have been effected in the Customs Tariffs of 
various foreign countries ; these modifications, in so far as regards salt, have been 


embodied in the following statement :— 


Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Equivalents. 
Russia: Rbls.Cop. £ s. d. 
Imported at ports of the White Sea  - | Poud 0°10 | Cwt 0 0113 
At ports of the meal Sea and Sea of 
Azov - - - | _ Prohibited. Prohibited 
On any other frontier -  - - | Poud 0°20 | Cwt. oO 1 112 
SwEDEN - - - - Free. Free 
Nonwar: Kron.Ore. 
Common salt, unrefined or refined - - | Heetolitre 0°28 | Bushel 0 0 14 
Do. imported at the Custom houses of 
Hammerfest, Vardo, or Vadso - ” 0°18 Po 0 0 0°87 


DENMARK : 


Rough rock salt in blocks - = - 

Other kinds - - - - 
GERMANY: 

Imported over the land frontier - - 

Do. by sea = - 

Salt, unrefined - 

Do., refined - 


Excise duty on unrefined salt 9 flavins 
per 100 kilos., or 7s. 7d. per cwt. 


BELGIuM: 
Salt, unrefined and refined - * 


FRANCE : 


Salt, unrefined or refined, except refined 
Salt, refined white 
Excise duty in addition to the above, 
10 francs per 100 kilos.=4s. 03d. 
per 


Kron.Ore. 


Pund 0: 008 
” 0-014 
Mks. Pfg. 
100 kilos. 12°80 
12-00 
Cts. 
Fre 
100 kilos. “19 00 
Free. 
100 kilos. 2°40 
” 3°30 


Cwt 0 0 11} 
Cwt. 0 6 6 
061 
Free 
Cwt. 010 2 
Free. 
Cwt. 0 0 113 
” 01 4 
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English 
Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Equivalents. 
Reis. £s. d. 
PokTUGAL - | Kilog. 10} Cwt. 0 2 32 
Pes. Cts. 
Spain - - | 100 kilos. 0°54 0 0 23 
Iraty - - Prohibited. Prohibited. 
Fils. Kr. 
AUSTRIA 100 kilos. 0°84 | Cwt. 0 0 102 
Note. —Salt « can only be imported into 
Austria by special permission, and is 
subject to a licence duty of 9 fi. 38 kr. 
per 100 kilos., or 9s. 6d. per cwt. 
Under certain conditions salt may be 
imported free for chemical works and 
other industrial purposes. 
SwITzERLAND: Frs. Cts. 
Rock salt - ~ 7 - | 100 kilos. 0°10 | Cwt. 0 0 of 
Common cooking salt - - 0°30 00 1 
Table salt, in packets a 10°00 . 040 
Note.—Salt can only be imported into 
Switzerland by special permission of the 
Cantonal authorities. 
GREECE - Prohibited. Prohibited. 
TURKEY - - Prohibited. Prohibited. 
RouMANIA - Prohibited. Prohibited. 
UniTEp States: Dol. Cts. 
Imported i in sacks, honvele, &e. - - | 100 lbs. _ 0°12 | Cwt. 0 0 62 
Do. in bulk oos| , oo 
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VI—TARE ALLOWANCES ON SILK YARNS IN 
VARIOUS FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The following statement, showing the rates of tare allowed in 
each of the under-mentioned countries in the calculation of the 
import duties leviable upon silk yarns, according to the latest 
information in the possession of the Board of Trade, has been 
prepared in the Department for publication in the Journal :-— 


Russia : 


Silk yarns, viz., twist, tram, and organzine; also sewing silk; and yarn of 
“bourre de soie,’ or silk waste, plain or mixed with cotton or wool; all 
these undyed, dyed, or printed; tare allowance for boxes, 25 per cent. 

The same imported in bales ; tare allowance for coverings, 8 per cent. 
The same, wound on bobbins, with boxes; tare allowance for cases or 
casks, 35 per cent. 


SWEDEN : 


Dyed silk on bobbins ; tare allowance, 40 per cent. 
Do., do., imported in cardboard boxes ; tare allowance, 50 per cent. 
Norway: 


No special tare rates for silk yarns. Duties are charged upon the gross 
weight after deducting : 


For casks and boxes - - - - - 12 per cent. 
» metal coverings - - - 20 
» bark, straw, rush, and other similar coverings - - 8 ma 
», sacks and coverings of packing cloth, double - 8 p= 
» 4do., do., do., single - - - 2 
DENMARK : 


Silk yarns pay duty upon the actual net weight, exclusive of exterior coverings, 
but without any deduction for tare on account of the bobbins upon which 
they may be wound. 


GERMANY: 


Silk and floss silk, dyed ; imported in bales; tare allowance, 5 per cent. 
Sewing silk, dyed or undyed: 
Imported in casks or boxes; tare allowance, 16 per cent. 
s bales; tare allowance, 9 per cent. 


HOLLAND : 
Silk yarns are free of import duty. 


BELGIUM: 
Silk yarns are free of import duty. 


FRANCE: 


Pure silk yarns of all kinds are free of import duty. The legal tares in respect 
of waste silk yarns and “ bourre de soie” combed or spun, in the event of the 
importer not demanding within a reasonable time the application of the 
duties according to the actual net weight, are as follows : 

In bales, with double covering, 5 per cent. 
a - doubly corded, and with hoops or bands of 
iron, 6 per cent. 
» enclosing the goods without other covering, 2 per cent. 
In boxes, 12 per cent. 


60405. B 


510 TARE ON SILK YARNS IN VARIOUS FOREIGN CCUNTRIES. 


PoRTUGAL : 
Silk yarns, single or twisted, of all kinds. There is no tare allowance on these 
imports except for the boxes of stiff paper, cardboard, or wood in which the 
goods may be contained. 


Spain: 
Yarn of silk or waste silk on bobbins of wood; tare allowance, for the bobbins 
only, 45 per cent. 


Irary: 

Pure silk yarns, undyed, are free of import duty. Pure silk yarns, dyed; waste 
silk, spun ; and sewing thread of silk or waste silk are, in regard to exterior 
coverings, chargeable with duty upon their actual net weight ; whilst combed 
waste silk pays duty upon the gross weight inclusive of packing or covering. 
A tare allowance of 15 per cent., in regard to yarns chargeable with duty, is 
made for the wooden bobbins upon which such yarns may be wound. 


AUSTRIA : 
The tare allowances in regard to the silk yarns and sewing silk charged with 
duty are as follows: 
If imported in boxes or casks ; tare allowance, 16 per cent. 
~ pers ; tare allowance, 11 per cent. 
» bales; tare allowance, 6 per cent. 


SWITzERLAND : 
No tare is allowed in Switzerland upon the importation of silk yarns and sewing 
silk. These goods accordingly pay amy upon their gross weight, including 
the weight of the package. 


GREECE : 
The legal tare allowed on silk imported in cases is 15 per cent. 


TURKEY: 
The Turkish import duties are levied ad valorem. 


RovuMANIA : 
The tare allowances in respect of silk yarns of all colours, single or thrown, 
including sewing silk, are : 
If imported in casks or boxes, 16 per cent. 
‘ hampers, 11 per cent. 
ne bales, 7 per cent. 


Unitep States: 
The United States import duties upon silk yarns and sewing silk are levied 
ad valorem, but Sec. 7 of the United States Tariff Act of 1883 provides that 
“the value of the usual and necessary sacks, crates, boxes, or covering of 
any kind ” shall not be estimated as part of the value of goods in determining 
the amount of duties for which the goods may be liable. 
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VIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Tue Trane OF RUSSIA DURING THE First SEVEN Monrus 
OF 1889. 


A despatch, dated the 10th October last, has been received from 
Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
enclosing an extract from the Journal de St. Pétersbourg of 28th 
— relating to the trade of Russia for the first seven months 
of 1889. 

The following is a translation of the extract in question :— 

The month of July has been a favourable one both for the exports 
and imports. The former have risen to 74,895,000 r. (as compared 
with 61,546,000 r. in July 1888), the latter to 35,297,000 r. (as 
compared with 34,159,000 r. for the corresponding month of last 
year). For the first seven months of 1889 the figures are as follow :— 
Exports: Articles of food, 245,236,000 r. in 1889, 267,853,000 r. 
in 1888. Raw materials for manufacture, 156,552,000 r. in 
1889, 142,657,000 r. in 1888. Animals, 7,415,000 r. in 1889, 
7,619,000 r. in 1888. Manufactured articles, 15,588,000 r. in 
1889, 17,606,000 r. in 1888; making a total of 424,791,000 r. in 
1889, as compared with 435,735,000 r. in 1888. Imports: Articles 
of food, 30,151,000 r. in 1889, 25,369,000 r. in 1888. Raw 
materials for manufacture, 156,908,000 r. in 1889, 125,873,000 r. 
in 1888. Animals, 607,000 r. in 1889, 483,000 r. in 1888. 
Manufactured articles, 47,349,000 r. in 1889, 35,394,000 r. in 1888 ; 
making a total of 235,015,000 r, in 1889, as compared with 
187,119,000 r. in 1888. 

The value of the exports of articles of food for the seven months 
of this year show a decrease of about 22,600,000 r., as compared 
with the corresponding period of last year, while the value of the 
exports of raw material for manufacture show an increase of 
13,900,000 r. for the same period. The principal articles which 
show a decrease are, cereals (215,266,000 r. against 238,200,000 r.), 
mineral oils (a decrease of 1,338,000 r.), and alcohol (a decrease 
of 2,3 00,000 r.). Per contra, there has been an increase in the 
exports of timber of 8,500,000 r., wool of 4,000,000 r., ore of 
metals of 300,000 r., and naphtha 1,800,000 r. 

The imports have increased in almost every article. The 
following are the most important: Pickled herrings, an increase 
of 1,600,000 r. ; liquors, 1,200,000 r.; timber, 300,000 r,; cotton, 
13,572,000 r.; leather, 1,800,000 r.; hides, 600,000 r. ; wool, 
2,500,000 ; coal, 1,900,000 r.; metals, unwrought, 5,500,000 r. ; 
indigo, 498,000 r.; machines, and parts thereof, 3,700,000 r. ; 
articles of paper, 360,000 r.; linen goods, &c., about 400,000 r. ; 
silk goods, 300,000 r.; woollen goods, 650,000 r.; cotton goods, 
500,000 r.; &c. 
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There has also been exported during the first seven months of 
1889 bullion and specie to the value of 5,430,000 r., as compared 
with 33,805,000 r. for the corresponding period of Jast year ; and 
the imports for the same period amounted to 8,239,000 r., as 
compared with 4,629,000 r. 

The Customs duties received on the principal articles imported 
amounted to 44,345,000 r. net (as compared with 35,369,000 r.). 

Sir R. B. D. Morier, in forwarding the extract from the Journal 
de St. Pétersbourg, says it will be observed that the quantity 
of imports has increased, but that of the exports has diminished. 
In this latter category the diminution in the export of mineral 
oils is remarkable, and seems to countenance the statement which 
is now so often heard, that the wells of Baku are showing signs of 
failing. (In reference to this subject, an article from a Russian 
point of view appears below.) 


PETROLEUM SUPPLY OF Baku. 


A despatch, dated the 22nd October last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, enclosing an extract from the 
Journal de St. Pétersbourg of the 10th (22nd) October last, 
respecting the petroleum supply of Baku. The following is a 
translation of the extract in question. 

The Journal du Ministére des Finances states that, contrary to 
the assertions of different foreign newspapers, the Caucasus 
naphtha industry is developing in a very satisfactory manner. Thus 
the Balakhani-Sabountchinsk springs, which, it is said, are being 
exhausted, produced last year 173,472,226 pouds of naphtha. 
Compared with 1887, the production of these springs has increased 
by 151 per cent., and it may be observed that the production of 
1887 exceeded by 12°1 per cent. that of the preceding year. 
It is a fact that since 1882 the production of naphtha at Baku 
has constantly increased, whilst it has gradually diminished in 
considerable proportions in the United States. Our contemporary 
makes on this head the following comparison of the average daily 
production of naphtha at Baku and in the Uuited States :— 


— Baku. United States, 
Pouds. Pouds.* 
1882 138,380 740,727 
1883 165,410 570,024 
1884 246,530 609,156 
1885 318,510 512,289 
1886 328,890 636,561 
1887 415,000 531,603 
1888 503,120 420,300 


* A barrel of American naphtha is reckoned at the rate of 9 pouds. 
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Moreover, the stock of petroleum in the United States has 
fallen from 333 to 130} million pouds, whilst at Baku, by reason 
of the construction of reservoirs, it is always increasing. 

The Journal states, in conclusion, that there is still in the 
environs of Baku and in other localities of the Caucasus, a large 
number of springs of naphtha hitherto unworked, which is no 
longer the case in America. 


THe MARGARINE TRADE IN SWEDEN. 


A despatch, dated the 24th October last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Stockholm, respecting the Swedish decree relating 
to the manufacture of margarine. The following is an extract 
from the despatch in question :— 

“ With reference to my despatch of the 16th ultimo,* I have 
the honour to inform your Lordship that the decision of the 
Government in regard to the margarine question was taken on 
the 11th instant, in the last council of ministers before Baron 
Akerhielm assumed the post of Prime Minister. The conclusion 
come to was that the King should not approve the proposal 
adopted by the Riksdag for the total prohibition of the importa- 
tion and manufacture of margarine, but that his Majesty should 
issue a decree for the better control of the trade in that article. 

* This decree has been published and comes into force on the 
Ist of January next. 

“T have the honour to enclose translation of a précis which 
has appeared of its principal provisions.” 

The following is a copy of the précis of the chief provisions of 
the new enactment concerning margarine forwarded in Sir F. 
Plunkett’s despatch :— 

The new law which has to-day appeared in print is intended 
partly to prevent margarine (by which the enactment compre- 
hends every butter-like substance of whatever origin, mixture, or 
combination it may be, so long as it contains fat which is not 
produced from milk) from being offered for sale in Sweden, 
imported thither or exported thence, except under its proper 
name ; partly to provide a control that the margarine which is 
made in the kingdom be prepared from adequate materials that 
are innocuous to health, and that the preparation thereof is 
conducted in such a manner that the atthe manufactured is not 
injurious to health, 

The law enacts that in order to accomplish the object just 
mentioned all manufacture of margarine (except that which is 
solely for the use of the manufacturers’ own households) shall be 
duly controlled by an overseer or “controller,” who shail be 
appointed by the Governor of the province, and whose salary, 
ranging from 100 kroners a month to 300 kroners a month, shall 


* Published on pp. 465-6 of the Board of Trade Journal for October last. 
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be paid by the manufacturer. This overseer must superintend 
the manufacture as before stated, and should he find that it is not 
satisfactory as regards the points previously mentioned, he must 
make a report not only to the proper board of health or communal 
office, but also to the Governor of the province, who, if he finds 
sufficient cause, will forbid the further continuance of the manu- 
facture until the fault complained of be corrected. 

So as to prevent margarine being sold under any other name, 
the law declares that first of all, both when being imported and 
exported, and at all other times, margarine is to be kept in vessels 
which are of a square or oval form, and on the bottom, lid, or 
sides of which “ Margarine” is to be branded on the outside with 
letters of at least 3 centimetres in height, as well as the name of 
the manufacturer or importer. 

Retail shops, however, are allowed to expose the article for sale 
in smaller vessels so long as there is a plainly visible ticket or 
label placed on the article with the word “ Margarine ” in distinct 
letters. When selling margarine it must either be delivered in 
vessels that are of the form and brand before mentioned, or else 
in a wrapper marked “Margarine.” Besides this the same 
provides that at those places where margarine is offered for sale, 
this fact is to be announced by bills or placards easily visible, and 
that in bills, invoices, contracts for delivery and other similar 
documents relating to margarine, the proper name of the article 
shall be plainly stated. 

With the view specially to prevent the introduction of margarine 
during the process of butter-making, this law forbids any kinds of 
margarine production in dairies, and any person carrying on the 
business of butter-making is debarred from manufacturing 
margarine in any other room or place (and consequently cannot 
attempt to mix butter with any other fatty matter), except for 
the use of his own household. 

With the view of ensuring the due observance of the law the 
Public Prosecutor or some other officer duly appointed by the 
Governor shall demand a sample of what is suspected as being 
margarine. The sample must then be sent for examination to 
one of the Government chemical laboratories, or to a person 
authorised by the Board of Agriculture as competent to make 
such analysis and licensed for the purpose by the Governor. If 
on examination the sample proves not to be margarine, the cost of 
the examination will be defrayed by the State. It is only in 
cases where the Governor discovers that the sample has been 
taken without due cause that the person sending in the sample 
has to defray the cost of the examination. This obviates a 
cause of complaint often urged against the existing law concerning 
margarine. Hitherto, much inconvenience has arisen from the 
clause in the present law as to whether the expenses of a test 
undertaken at a complainant's request shall be defrayed from the 

ublic purse. The fact that this has been in each separate case 
Senbichant on His Majesty’s decision has been a considerable 
discouragement to the sending in of samples. 


EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 515 


Very severe penalties are laid down for infringements of this 
law. For instance, any attempt to export margarine in other than 
the vessel prescribed is to be punished by a fine of 2,000 kroners 
or imprisonment, besides which the offender forfeits the goods or 
their value. 

On comparing it with the present Swedish margarine law, 
we find that the new enactment presents the following essential 
differences, viz., constant control of the manufacture ; a prohibition 
of owners of dairies making margarine ; certain shapes for the 
vessels in which margarine is to be kept; the expenses of testing 
being as a general rule defrayed from the public purse; the 
greatly increased individual responsibility. 

From the brief account we have just given of the characteristics 
of the new law, it will be observed that it closeiy resembles the 
Danish law concerning margarine. In Denmark, however, there 
is no constant control during manufacture as proposed in Sweden, 
while on the other hand the Swedish law does not include the 
decrees laid down by the Danish law concerning the colour of 
margarine, and the highest per-centage of butter which margarine, 
according to their law, may contain. 


PinrotacE Durs In Norway. 


A. report, dated the 7th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Christiania, enclosing extract from a report by the 
British Vice-Consul at Tromsé respecting the liability of vessels 
trading to the White Sea to pay pilotage dues when calling off 


the Norwegian coast. The following is a copy of the extract in 
question :— 


During the last few years, steamers trading between Great 
Britain and ports in the White Sea have frequently, and more 
particularly in autumn, taken the “inside way” in smooth 
water from the North Cape to Liédingen or the Vestfiord, instead 
of contending against heavy westerly seas and storms outside 
the inner channel and the Lofoden Islands. Iu steering this 
course steamers often call at Tromsé for a pilot or for provisions. 
When thus calling at any place on the coast they should not 
drop the anchor, but blow the whistle and keep the vessel going 
If they drop the anchor they are required under the Norwegian 
pilotage law to pay “inward ” pilotage dues from the North Cape 
to Tromsé, and “outward” dues to Lédingen. These will 
amount to about 200 kroner (11/.), according to the tonnage of 
the vessel. Thus, last summer, a British steamer called here on 
her way from the White Sea for water and provisions of the 
value of 1/. 13s., but having unfortunately cast anchor she was 
compelled to pay about 117. in pilotage dues and a fee of 4 kroner 
(4s. 6d.) to the harbour master. ; 
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If, on their way to the White Sea, vessels discharge cargo on 
the Norwegian coast south of Tromsé, they can cast anchor at 
Tromsé without paying additional pilotage dues beyond the fee 
of 4s. 6d. to the harbour master. Their “inward” pilotage will 
in such a case have already been levied at the place of discharge. 

Mr. Michell in his report adds :— 

The same vessels incur a similar liability when they seek 
shelter in stress of weather behind Vardé island, on the Arctic 
coast, even when they are not hailed by a pilot, or when they 
require no assistance in repairing to such anchorage. 


CoMPLETION OF A NEw WuarrF AT L’OrIentT. 


A report, dated the 18th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Brest, forwarding copy of a report of the British Vice-Consul at 
L’Orient giving the following particulars of a new wharf recently 
completed at that port :— 

“The first portion of the new wharf at the entrance to the 
commercial port of L’Orient is now completed, and was handed 
over a few days ago by the contractor to the L’Orient Chamber 
of Commerce. There is an average depth of water of 18 feet 
alongside this wharf at low tides, which will allow of almost any 
sized vessel discharging there at any state of the tide, day or 
night, and it should prove a great convenience to the large English 
steamers which frequently come to L’Orient loaded with grain. 

“ At the present moment one of the vessels belonging to the 
Compagnie des Vapeurs @helice du Nord is discharging he cargo 
at the new wharf. 

* The steam crane is not yet erected, but will probably be the 
in position in a month or two, which will materially add to put 
convenience of the wharf for the discharge of English and other 
large steamers.” 


BLocKADE OF SAADANI AND THE Wami RIvER (ZANZIBAR) 
BY GERMANY. 


A communication, dated the 5th November last, has been 
received from the Foreign Office, transmitting copy of a despatch, 
dated the 8th September, from Mr. G. H. Portal, Acting British 
Consul-General at Zanzibar, reporting the proclamation by 
Germany of a blockade against Saadani and the Wami River. 


Tue Drespen Export Museum. 


Mr. G. Strachey, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Dresden, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the Ist November last, with 
reference to the progress of the Dresden export museum, says :— 

“The last report of the Dresden Export Society states that in 
the period 1888-89 there has beeu a large increase in the business 
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effected through the instrumentality of the travellers of the 
Society and its pattern museum here. There have been transac- 
tions in almost every branch of industry, and new connexions 
have been formed in the United States, Australia, the Cape 
Colonies, Greece, Japan, China, Calcutta, and Bombay. 

“The Society has in preparation a polyglot catalogue of the 
export articles of Saxony and Thuringia, with addresses of firms, 
and subsidiary explanations. The number of visitors to the 
museum has been largely increased, and the collection of samples 
of foreign products, natural and industrial, has been extended.” 


REGULATIONS AT REUNION. 


Mr. C. St. John, Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, writing 
under date of the 14th September, with reference to the treatment 
of British vessels visiting Réunion, says :— 

* Ships are often detained many weeks at Réunion by reason of 
a clause in their charter-party compelling them to discharge cargo 
at the different localities round the island where there are no 
harbours 

“Tt would be advisable, therefore, more especially for steamers, 
to make use altogether of the port at the Pointe des Galets, where 
greater facilities exist for the discharge of cargo, and the detention 
thereby is greatly reduced. 

“It must be borne in mind, however, that the harbour dues at 
the Pointe des Galets are high, namely, 2 fr. 50 cents. per ton; 
and quay dues for merchandise landed, 7 fr. 50 cents. per ton. 

“These two items were lately paid by an English ship in 
accordance with her charter-party, by which the profits on her 
freight were reduced by 8007.” 


Export oF Cotton FROM CENTRAL AsIA. 


A despatch, dated the 25th October last, has been received from 
Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
transmitting an abstract made by Mr. Michell of notices which 
have appeared in the Russian Press respecting the export of 
cotton from Central Asia. The following is a copy of the abstract 
in question :— 

According to a correspondent of the Russian News of the 10th 
(22nd) October 1889, the quantity of Asiatic cotton exported 
from Azun-Ada, on the Caspian, for the use of Russian cotton 
manufactories, between the lst January and the lst September 
of the present year, amounted to 18,487 tons. This quantity was 
carried by the following steamship companies in the proportions 
given below :— 

The Caucasus and Mercury Company, 428,694 pouds; Lebed 
Steamship Company, 360,980 pouds; Caspian and Drujina 
Steamship Company, 256,823 pouds; Masis Steamship Company, 
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65,220; schooners of Kamensky Brothers, 29,552; Kusis and 
the Ophilaktos Company, 1,822 pouds; total, 18,437 tons. 

It is expected that during the remaining four months of the 
present year 8,000 tons more will be transported across the 
Caspian, so that Russian cotton manufactories will receive from 
Central Asia in all about 26,129 tons of cotton grown there. 
The total quantity of cotton imported into Russia in 1888 from 
other countries amounted to 111,129 tons. The quantity of 
Asiatic cotton carried by the Trans-Caspian railway in the 
course of 1888 only reached a total of 14,264 tons, while before 
the construction of the railway only 9,677 tons were annually 
brought to Russia from Central Asia, vid Orenburg. The 
quantity of cotton carried across the Caspian is now rapidly 
increasing, but loud complaints are made of the insufficiency of 
the Caspian mercantile flotilla for purposes of transport. The 
embankments of Azun-Ada harbour are said to be incumbered 
with merchandise which arrives daily by railway, but the owners 
have but little hope of being able to send their goods off to 
Tsaritsyn before the close of the present navigation season. 

A correspondent of the Moscow Gazette writing from Tashkend 
deplores the fact that the area of land devoted to the cultivation 
of cotton increases very slowly, and attributes this slow develop- 
ment of the growth of cotton in Central Asia mainly to the 
circumstance that sufficient capital is not embarked in the enter- 
prise, as also to the difficulty of obtaining labour in the country. 
Generally speaking, the cotton plantations are from 140 acres to 
1,710 acres in extent. There are, says the correspondent, in all 
not more than a few thousand acres on which cotton is grown in 
Turkestan. 


PROHIBITION OF CHINESE IMMIGRATION INTO EcuUADOR. 


A report, dated the 30th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Geo. Chambers, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Guayaquil, enclosing copy and translation of a decree 
which has recently beén published by the Government of Ecuador, 
prohibiting the immigration of Chinese into the Republic. The 
following is a copy of the translation in question :— 

Art. 1. The entry of Chinese to the Republic shall be prohibited. 

Art. 2. Those now established on Ecuadorian territory may 
continue residing in it, until the Executive may consider it con- 
venient to make use of the power which is conferred on it by 
Art. 2 of the “ Law respecting Foreigners.” 

Art. 3. If any Chinese established in Ecuador should leave 
Eéuadorian territory they cannot return to same. 

Art. 4. The preceding resolutions will refer likewise to the 
Galapagos islands. 


| 
| 
| 
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PretroLeumM WELLS IN VENEZUELA. 


A report, dated the 5th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from the British Acting Vice-Consul at 
Maracaibo, respecting the petroleum wells in Venezuela, informa- 
tion as to which was published on pp. 662-4 of the Board of 
Trade Journal for June last. The following description of the 
National Petroleum Company of Tachira is extracted from a 
communication of the principal shareholder in that company to 
the Vice-Consul at Maracaibo :— 

This company was legally established in the year 1878. The 
Government of the section sanctioned a privilege for 25 years, 
the same as the municipality of the district where the mines are 
situated, so as not to have to pay any class of duties, and to the 
effect that no other party can do any business of the same class 
during such time. The company possesses the titles duly 
registered by the National Government, such titles comprising 
100 mines. The greater part of the soil is occupied and 
cultivated by persons paying 3 dollars per annum for every 
10,000 square metres under the condition that they have to leave 
the land when requested. The greater part of the land is 

lanted with coffee. The distance of the mine from San 
Deistabel, capital of the section, is 16 miles, and from Rubio, a 
mercantile place, eight miles, all good roads. The company 
possesses small machinery for boring and retining purposes, 
imported from the United States. ‘The borer is worked by 
water-power; the machinery for refining is able to work 
2,500 gallons of kerosine per month. The company has opened 
only two wells, one having a depth of 27 metres, and the other 33. 
The company’s place for sule of kerosine is the estate of Los 
Andes with 300,000 inhabitants, the estate of Santander in 
Colombia with 300,000 inhabitants, and the estate of Boyaca with 
400,000 inhabitants; Boyaca belongs to Colombia also. The 
kerosine imported from the United States to those places costs 
from 8 to 10 reals = 4 to 5 francs each gallon, and our company 
sells at present at 5 reals per gallon = 2} francs, in order to shut 
out all competition, so that, since our kerosine is of better quality 
than that imported, it will soon be time to bring the price up to 
8 reals at least, for sale in the estate of Los Andes, and to 12 reals 
for Colombia, where the imported kerosine costs from 18 to 22 reals 
per gallon on account of the heavy freights. 

Our wine is very rich, in every part of the ground where 
ahole is made of from 2 to 5 metres in depth, the raw oil is 
found. This oil has been sent to the United States and calculated 
to yield from 33 to 40 per cent. astral oil or Luz diamante. The 
company consists of six members who laid out in the same a 
capital of 20,000/.; and they calculate the value of the mines in 
property, ground belonging to them at 40,0002, in all 60,0002, 
and in case of any sale they would receive 40,000/., leaving the 
20,000. as their capital in the new company, but they also would 
be disposed to sell all for 60,000/. in cash. 
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The prospects for the company are very fair, and in the hands 
of capitalists would permit a large number of new industries in 
those rich countries for agriculture. The Tachira, where the mines 
are situated, produce alone in coffee a quantity estimated to be 
worth about 14 to 2 milliong pesos. 

Three of the partners of the company hold landed properties in 
contact with the mines of about 10,000 fanegadas (the fanegadas 
is equal to a square of about 90 by 90 yards), the greater part 
of the same is fit for cultivating corn, which is produced there 
of a superior quality, and the rest is fit for other branches 
of agriculture, with natural pasture ground for breeding animals. 
All these properties might be had by the new company at 
reasonable prices. The business of corn alone would be a very 
fine one, if proper mills were established so as to produce flour 
similar to that imported from North America, which is sold in 
the Tachira at 35-8, dollars (equal to about 143 francs) for 
250 Ibs, Spanish = about 255 Ibs. English. 

I do not enter into the question of business in valuable hard 
woods like mahogany, cedar, &c., &c., and only state that the 
country in question is the region also of the barks, caucho, and 
the coca, and finally that all those surroundings are unexplored 
as yet, remaining in their original condition, only claiming intelli- 
gence and capital to render a profit of one hundred per cent. 

The products of our company, as the ordinary kerosine, astral 
oil, benzine, naphtha, &c., &c., have been exhibited at the “ Bolivar 
Centennial Exhibition ” at Caracas, also in Merida and Maracaibo. 


Economic LEGISLATION IN DOMINICA. 


A report, dated the 16th September last, has been received 
from Mr. A. C. Leon, Acting Vice-Consul at Santo Domingo, 
stating that the Government of the Dominican Republic have 

nted a concession for the establishment of a bank, to the 
Credit Mobilier of Paris, which is to have the character of a 
national bank. In connexion therewith and under sanction of 
the National Congress a law has been issued for the coinage of 
a national gold and silver coin. A new Customs and navigation 
law has also been approved by the National Congress. 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES, 521 


VIIL— MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


Tue ConpiITION OF SIBERIAN INDUSTRY. 


The Levant Herald for the 8th October last says that there 
has recently been published at St. Petersburg an interesting work 
concerning Siberia, in which the following remarks occur :— 

Siberia is still ina very primitive state in respect to agriculture. 
Without speaking of the natives, the Russian population itself 
is making little progress there. It is true that the Siberians flatter 
themselves on being more cultivated than the inhabitants of the 
interior provinces of European Russia, but in presence of the 
real state of their industry, this conviction can only be a 
presumption, Nothing shows better the measure of the degree 
of development of a people and of a country than the state 
of its manufacturing industry. Now, since Siberia has entered 
into the district of the statistical investigations of the Department 
of Commerce and Manufactures, an exact account of the degree 
of its industrial development may be arrived at. 

Judging by the official publication, Siberian industry is still 
in asad condition. This immense country has only 1,055 factories 
and works with 7,163 workmen and a production of little more 
than 13 million roubles. And what are these factories? Cotton, 
woollen, and flax mills are conspicuous by their absence. It is 
the tanneries, the tallow factories, and the shops for the dressing 
of sheep skins which predominate. Specialists of a more refined 
order are almost non-existent. Thus there was in 1887, for the 
whole of Siberia, only one factory of chemical products, and it 
was small, its annual production being only 25,000 roubles, It was 
the same with the paper factories, the only one existing producing 
only to the value of 4,000 roubles. It should be stated that the 
two factories were both in Western Siberia. 

Generally, Western Siberia is ahead of astern Siberia as 
regards industrial activity. Thus, in 1887, there were only 53 
factories in the latter region, while in Western Siberia there 
were 524, with a production of more than seven millions. The 
Government of Tobolsk is the centre of this industrial activity ; 
to it alone belong 370 factories and works, of which the produc- 
tion in 1887 figured at 5,110,000 r. It is curious to note that the 
greatest manufacturing activity exists in the Government which 
does not possess gold mines. In the Government of Tomsk, rich 
in mines of every kind, there was, during the same year, only a 
production of about two millions. 

In Eastern Siberia the Government of Irkutsk is the most 
industrial. In 1887 there were reckoned to be 400 factories, with 
a production of 4,392,000 roubles. It is true that the mills, to 
the number of 348, with a production of more than three million 
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roubles, are included in the above figures. There remains, how- 
ever, little consequently for the other industries. It is thus 
manifest that the manufacturing industry of Siberia is still in a 
very primitive condition; while possessing the necessary materials 
for the manufacture of all the articles which it may require, it is 
obliged to have recourse to European Russia and even to foreign 
countries. Its mines of gold do not assist in emancipating it from 
its economic slavery. The want of good and secure routes being 
the principal obstacle to the development of this vast region, there 
is reason to hope that an improvement will manifest itself when 
the great Siberian railway will have become a reality. 


New Russian Line or Steam NAVIGATION. 


According to the Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 
12th September, the Russian papers announce the formation at 
St. Petersburg of a new steam navigation company with a 
capital of 5 million roubles. The places of call will be 
St. Petersburg, Antwerp, and La Plata on the one hand, and 
Antwerp, Shanghai, and Vladivostock on the other. The con- 
struction of 25 steamers is spoken of, and they will touch at 
Italian and Spanish ports if sufficient freight offers. 


New Raitway 1N SoutrH-West Russta. 


The South-Western Railway Company of Russia, says the 
Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels, in its issue of the 15th September 
last, propose the establishment of a railway from Ouman vid 
Golta to Odessa, with branches in the direction of Nicolaiew and 
Otchakow. This line will have a length of 300 versts, and will 
cost about 11 million roubles. It is estimated that there will be 
an annual transport of 23} millions pouds of merchandise, and a 
revenue of 142,560 roubles from passenger traffic. The net 
revenue will be 880,000 roubles, or a little above 74 per cent. of 
the capital used for the construction of the line. 


Tue New Port or SEBASTOPOL. 


Since Sebastopol has ceased to be a commercial port the Russian 
Government, says the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de 
Constantinople, is credited with the intention of transferring the 
commerce of the port of Sebastopol to another place. 

This measure, which is virtually decided on, affects all the 
grain merchants of Sebastopol and the agricultural region of the 
south of Russia. The question appears to be, which would be 
the best position for the establishment of a new commercial 
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rt on the coast of the Crimea. The opinion on this subject 
is divided. 

Certain persons give the preference to the Bay of Theodosia. 
This place, although situated a little distance from Sebastopol, 
possesses splendid advantages for a large active commerce. It is, 
in the first place, of very considerable extent; next, its shores 
allow of the building of a large number of warehouses ; and lastly, 
as the land has every advantage for the construction of a railway, 
the port might be connected by a branch line to the Lozof- 
Sebastopol railway. The proximity of Theodosia to the Gulf of 
Kertch shows the important réle which this port will play in the 
development of the coasting trade of the Sea of Azof, and the 
exportation of corn and of the coal found in the neighbourhood. 

On the other hand it is urged that in deciding upon a place so 
far distant from Sebastopol as Theodosia, a fatal blow would be 
dealt at the first-mentioned town, and which would be in opposi- 
tion to the constant efforts which have been made by the State 
to extend the prosperity of Sebastopol, Also the position of the 
Bay of Theodosia is such that considerable expense would have 
to be incurred to afford protection against the north-west winds ; 
to which must also be added the cost of construction of a railway 
112 versts in length. The capital required for this undertaking 
would, it is said, be sufficient to establish a port in the Bay of 
Streletz. This bay is of large extent, and at a small cost a safe 
and commodious harbour could be constructed to accommodate 
merchant vessels. It is 14 versts long and half a verst broad, 
and is therefore commodious enough to hold a large fleet, and 
possesses a great advantage over the Bay of Theodosia, viz., an 
abundant supply of fresh water. Lastly, it is never frozen, whilst 
the Bay of Theodosia is occasionally covered with ice. 

‘These are the arguments which are brought forward in favour of 
the respective claims of Theodosia and Streletz; but everybody is 
agreed on one point, viz., that of settling as soon as possible the 
position of the port to replace Sebastopol. This question is of 
great importance to the export trade of Southern Russia, the 

rain merchants not being able to obtain the necessary authority 
for the construction of warehouses to replace those at Sebastopol, 
which place passes on the 1st January 1893 into the hands of the 
Minister of Marine. 


Tue Inpustry OF TREBIZOND. 


The following information respecting the silk industry o 
Trebizond is taken from the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce 
de Constantinople, The silk manufactures of Trebizond consist 
of three descriptions :—(a.) Tcharchaj, or cloaks worn by ladies 
for outdoor costumes. (b.) Pechtémal, or table covers of light 
texture, figured with wide stripes of various colours, (c.) Kéfiés, 
or sashes of striped stuff, figured and fringed. 
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Tcharchaf are of three kinds: white with a large violet 
border of a strong material; horizontal and vertical stripes 
forming checks of a light texture; and those of one colour, 
generally violet or black, made of ordinary material. The last 
kind is not so extensively manufactured as the first two sorts. 

The white tcharchaf are the most highly considered, and are 
sold at prices varying from 300 to 350 piastres each (the piastre 
is equivalent to about 2°16d.), and the two other kinds realise 
prices from 222 piastres to 240 piastres. The difference in the 
prices depend on the quality and quantity of the material; thus, 
for example, the tissues in the first two categories weigh from 
200 to 250 drachmes (the drachme equals 4th of an ounce), 
whilst those in the third category weigh only from 160 to 170 
drachmes. These tissues are composed of two pieces of stuff, 
each measuring 2 metres long and 1 metre broad. The héfiés, 
the production of which is small, are sold at prices ranging from 
40 to 50 piastres each. 

The consumption is somewhat limited by reason of the adoption 
of European costumes by the female portion of the community. 
This industry appears to be doomed, as in the case of the manu- 
facture of silk lace, which has fallen out of fashion and has been 
replaced by similar products of European manufacture. 


Russtan REVENUE FOR THE First Srx Montus oF 1889. 


The Levant Herald says that official returns are published 
showing that the revenue of the Empire for the first six months 
of the present year amounted to 422,400,000 roubles, against 
374,800,000 roubles for the corresponding period of 1888, and the 
expenditure to 415,300,000 roubles, against 420,700,000 roubles 
during the first six months of last year. . 


EXTENSION OF TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH LINES IN Russia. 


The Levant Herald, of the 7th October last, says that 500 
versts of telephone lines are to be established shortly in European 
Russia, and 100 in Asiatic Russia. To the existing telegraph 
system there are to be added shortly 1,588 versts in European 
Russia, and 1,421 in Asiatic Russia. 


Ratitway EXTENSION IN FINLAND. 


The Levant Herald says that an important main line of railway 
was opened on the Ist October, stretching from the small, but 
commercially important, town of Kotka to Knopio, and traversing 
the province of Savolaxia. Its length is about 160 miles, and it 
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opens up large districts of forest, and will also enable farmers 
to export dairy produce. Tourists will now, in 16 hours, be 
carried to the heart of the country, where fish and game will be 
found in abundance. 


New Line of Norwecian SreEAMERS. 


The Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 12th September 
last, says :— 

A - of Norwegian merchants at Bergen has been 
established to compete with the English ships engaged in the 
transport of fruit from the Antilles to New York. The service 
will commence with seven steamers, of a carrying capacity of 
1,000 tons each. ‘The construction of these ships has been given 
to Scotch shipbuilding yards ; those of Grangemouth have four to 
deliver within six months. They will have machines of triple 
expansion, of a power sufficient to impart a speed of 12 knots. 
Three of these steamers will perform the voyages from the Antilles 
to New York, and the four others will seek tropical fruits in the 
ports of South America. 


Tre Errect oF INCREASED Import Duties ON CEREALS IN 
GERMANY, 


The Nouveau Temps, in an article upon the effect upon 
agriculture of the increased duties on grain in Germany, says :— 

This increase, voted in 1887, is 2 marks per 100 kilos. for 
wheat and rye and 2} marks for oats. It would appear that 
this protective policy would have as a result an extension of 
cultivation. Such has not been the case, however, the fields of 
wheat which, in 1886, occupied an area of 1,916,033 hectares, 
and the fields of rye one of 5,838,902 hectares, have not changed 
much since—the fields of wheat in 1888 being 1,933,337 hectares, 
and those of rye 5,814,258. : 

On the other hand, it is true that the German agriculturists 
have profited by the increased prices obtained in consequence of 
the raising of the import duties on all the home markets, where 
they have been able to sell their wheat at a higher price. 

This increase in prices is not however in proportion with the 
amount of the surtax. It would be interesting to show what is 
the part which falls upon the German consumer, and that which 
weighs upon the importer. The 1888 report of the Dantzig 
Chamber of Commerce gives a reply to this question, by showing 
the difference in prices between the native grains and those in 
transit. For wheat, this difference has been, according to the 
months, from 27°16 to 41°37 marks per ton, for rye from 23°36 
to 52°21 marks. 
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In the course of 1888 the difference between the price of wheat 
taxed and that of wheat not taxed did not cease to increase, so 
that at the commencement of 1888 it was only a little more than 
half of the duties on foreign wheat, whilst at the end of this same 
year it reached for wheat 41°37 marks per ton (the average price 
in the month of December), or 82°74 per cent. of the duties, and 
for rye it even exceeded the amount of the duties (52°42 marks). 
Since then this difference, in so far as regards rye, has become 
less (49 marks), whilst it has increased for wheat (43 marks or 
86 per cent. of the duties) at the end of September. 

In this way, during the first year succeeding the establishment 
of the surtax, the importer has not been able to realise for his 
wheat, on the home markets of Germany, the normal price of the 
world’s market, plus the amount of the import duties; he has had 
to take upon himself part of this tax, with the single exception of 
the last months of the year 1888, when the difference in price 
between the rye taxed and not taxed has not only equalled, but 
even a little exceeded the amount of the duties, At first it was 
the importer who bore a large part, at times nearly half, of the 
tax, while latterly the situation has become changed so that at the 
present time almost the whole of this difference falls on the 


German purchaser. 


PropuctTion or Coat 1n GERMANY IN 1887 AND 1888. 


The total production of coal in Germany amounted, according 
to the Handels-Museum, to 65,321,834 tons in 1888, against 
60,335,984 tons in 1887; that of lignite has reached 16,541,977 
tons in 1888, against 15,883,634 tons during the preceding year ; 
—~ an increase of 8:3 per cent. for coal and of 4:1 per cent. for 
ignite. 

In adding to these figures the amount of imports and deducting 
that of the exports, there remains for home consumption last year, 
81,153,015 tons of coal and of lignite, against 74,784,874 tons in 
1887; or a surplus of 6,368,141 tons. 

The average price of the coal amounted in 1888 to 5°22 marks 
per ton, against 5-16 marks in 1887; that of lignite was 2°46 marks 
in 1888, against 2°53 marks during the preceding year. 


Tae Topacco Crop In GERMANY, 1888-89. 


The Monatsheft zur Statistik des Deutschen Reichs published in 
their August (1889) number the definite figures relating to the 
production of tobacco in Germany in 1888-89, certain figures on 
the.same subject having been published in the September (1888) 
number, showing the area of the tobacco plantations and the 
number of planters in each administrative district, the latter being 
provisional figures. In addition to the information contained in 
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the tabular statements published in connexion with the provisional 
figures, further details are now embodied showing the number of 
plots of various dimensions, ranging from less than one ar to more . 
than one hectare, on which tobacco was grown, also the total 
quantity of tobacco produced as well as the average yield per 
hectare, the average price, and the total estimated value of the 
crop. In arriving at the total area (as now published) of the 
plots on which tobacco was grown in 1888-89, certain additions 
and deductions had to be made, necessity for which arose, on the 
one hand, from the fact that certain areas which were returned as 
being planted with tobacco at the commencement of the season 
actually produced none, the crops having been destroyed, and, on 
the other hand, from the fact that certain areas were not returned 
in time to be included. The total area stated in the September 
(1888) number to have been planted with tobacco was 1,813,047 
are, but, owing to the additions and deductions referred to, the 
figures now are 1,803,291 are. The total weight in ripe dry 
condition of tobacco produced in 1888-89 is 26,412,371 kilogs., 
showing a decrease, as compared with 1887-88, of 14,453,729 
kilogs. These figures represent the weight of tobacco which has 
paid duty, which duty is levied either upon the weight of dried 
leaves actually produced, or upon the area which it is intended to 
devote to tobacco-growing purposes, The tobacco taxed according 
to produce includes also those quantities which escaped being 
officially weighed either in virtue of their being exported or 
owing to their having been fraudulently withheld so as to escape 
taxation. 

The calculated average price of tobacco for 1888-89 was 
69°20 marks per 100 kilogs., as compared with 79°49 marks for the 
previous year. This average is arrived at by obtaining particulars 
of as large a number as possible of the tobacco sales which took 
place in the various tobacco-growing communes and dividing the 
total quantity into the total sum paid for it. The total value 
of the tobacco crop is then calculated by multiplying the total 
quantity produced by this average price. The value here given 
includes the Excise duty. 

The total number of tobacco-growers for 1888-89 was 168,366, 
as compared with 180,074 for 1887-88. The number of planta- 
tions of all sizes was 232,477, as compared with 256,780 for the 
previous year. 


NationaL Exuipition oF ArT AND InDustRY AT HAMBURG. 


The Acting Consul-General for France at Hamburg, with 
reference to the Hamburg National Exhibition of Art and 
Industry, reports to his Government as follows :— 

* The Hamburg exhibition, the success of which is more and 
more manifest, has recently been further enlarged by the opening 
of a commercial section. ey 
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“ This is an exhibition of foreign products imported into 
Germany by Hamburg merchants, and arranged according to 
countries of origin. The majority of these products are raw 
materials intended to be manufactured in Germany, and it is 
under this head that they appear in the Hamburg exhibition, 
which is above all an exhibition of local industry. The distribu- 
tion by origin is effected amicably between the merchants 
exhibiting, and without the aid of any commissioner or Consul 
accredited by the country of origin. Moreover, as far as I can 
gather, no subvention has been granted, which further confirms 
the absolute private character of this exhibition. 

“ The principal feature of the commercial exhibition consists in 
the sections for the South American States. Hamburg carries on 
with the latter a very important trade, and is aiming at obtaining 
an absolute commercial monopoly in those countries. 

‘¢‘ Hamburg has become an important market, if not of the first 
order, for several articles. Its merchants, encouraged by the 
success and results which have so far been obtained, are now 
endeavouring to obtain new commercial markets, but Africa and 
America are the places to which their efforts are directed, and it 
is by the development of their lines of navigation that they hope 
to accomplish their object. Thus a new line of packet boats is 
about to be established between Hamburg and the Levant; the 
subvention line from Brindisi to Alexandria is to be transferred, 
with official sanction, between Salonica and Alexandria, in order 
to enter into connexion with the weekly eastern express from 
Berlin to Constantinople and Salonica. On the other hand, the 
Warmann line, which already serves the western coast of Africa, 
is now to call at a certain number of new ports on the north-west 
coast of Morocco. Finally, a regular line has recently been 
established between Hamburg and Australia.” 


INDUSTRIES OF MECKLENBURG IN 1888. 


The French Consul at Rostock in his last report says that 
hitherto industry has played but quite a secondary part in the 
economy of Mecklenburg; it is only during the last few years 
that the duchy has participated in the great change in Germany 
when the parts of the Empire have been drawn together in closer 
union. From the most remote times there existed industries 
which have recently expanded: breweries, distilleries, tanyards, 
linen weaving, and ship-building in the two seaports; but it was 
reserved to the present time to give a fresh impulse to these 
industries and to create new ones, which in spite of unfortunate 
beginnings and unfavourable surroundings have steadily developed 
themselves. The progress of agriculture gave birth to the manu- 
facture of agricultural machinery which prospered at once, and 
which is now not only made for home requirements, but for 
exportation. The crisis in agriculture brought about the erection 
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of sugar factories, and the requirements of commerce and shipping 
caused the construction of dockyards for iron ships, steamers, &c., 
so that at present, Mecklenburg, which is a country essentially 
devoted to agriculture, takes a fairly important position in the 
industrial movement of Germany. 


Sugar.—The crop of 1887-88 gave very favourable results for 
the sugar factories. The production was fairly large notwith- 
standing a beet crop less in quantity than the preceding year, 
but the quality was better, the saccharine properties larger, and 
the prices, which were remunerative, were maintained throughout 
the year, and producers were able to realise a good profit. 

The results of the work of the factories for 1888-89 are fairly 
satisfactory, although the production will be less than the previous 
year. The beets, under the influence of an abnormal temperature, 
did not reach their full development, and the produce of sugar 
has not been satisfactory. Prices seem to be maintained and 
will still leave a profit. 

This sugar industry, though still in its infancy, will soon 
become a welcome resource for agricultural operations in the 
duchy, upon which it exercises a favourable influence, not only 
financially, but also by the improvements in agriculture which 
it induces. Further, the supply to the factories of the raw 
material, the carriage of the manufactured article, employ a 
number of hands, contribute to the extension of ways of communi- 
cation, and generally conduce to a steady business. Thus the 
success has been very encouraging; several new factories are 
being erected in different parts of the country which will also 
participate in the benefits of these enterprises. 


Factories—The varions factories for the manufacture of 
machines, foundries, &¢., have worked with more or less profit. 
The machine factory of Gustrow, which till last year had so 
prospered that its shares were at one time quoted at 126 per 
cent., has now in consequence of bad management to contend 
with financial difficulties which threaten its existence, and it has 
only escaped ruin by calling up additional capital to save the 
funds already invested. On the other hand the Rostock yard 
for the construction of iron ships and steamers seems to have 
emerged from the precarious position in which it has been for 
several years ; the year 1888 has been a prosperous one for it. 

Distilleries.--The spirit distilleries, under the influence of new 
judicial legislation and the protective tariffs of several countries, 
have done a poor business. The home consumption has diminished 
as well as the export trade, and notwithstanding the bad crop of 
potatoes, prices have not risen in consequence of large stocks still 
existing, and have remained at a level at which they do not yield 
the slightest profit. In the face of such a state of things it has 
been a question in the last session of Parliament of introducing 
alterations in the law lately enacted. 


Breweries.—Breweries have been doing a brisk trade. The- 
‘consumption of beer increases daily, and already the export trade 
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by sea assumes large proportions. These undertakings, converted 
for the most part into joint stock companies, yield handsome 
profit to the promoters. 

All the other industries of lesser importance have progressed 
well, being favoured by the demands for home requirement. 


EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN GERMAN FACTORIES. 


The United States Consul at Barmen, in a recent report to his 
Government, with reference to the employment of children in 
German factories, says :— 

Highly important social phenomena are described in the report 
of the Saxon factory inspectors for 1889, where they refer to 
the employment of children and juvenile workers in industrial 
pursuits. The Saxon inspectors, whose service is the best orga- 
nised in Germany, state first of all that during the past year no 
less than 10,652 children from 12 to 14 years of age, an increase 
of 1,000 in round numbers over the previous year, were employed 
in industrial establishments. Both the great number and its 
rapid rise in the course of a single twelvemonth call loudly for 
interference in interest of the health and morality of the people. 

Physicians, hygienists, and philanthropists are all of one opinion 
—that the child does not suit the factory at all. Its develop- 
ment, which is most rapid just at this age, is sure to suffer harm 
from industrial occupation, so that the strength of the national 
stock and its capacity for being utilised for defensive purposes in 
time of war cannot remain unaffected. 

A short time ago it was pretended that juvenile labour in 
Germany had declined. In that portion of the German Empire 
where industry is most at its height the reverse has now been 
proved. An army of 10,000 factory children is a picture in the 
history of civilisation by no means flattering to humanity. There 
is a point, therefore, at which a commencement can be made with 
the reform of the industrial regulations, namely, by forbidding 
every kind of child-labour. 

The latest reports of the Saxon factory inspectors further 
contain the very serious and important statement that during the 
past year the number of juvenile workers between the ages of 
14 and 16 increased fully 20 per cent., while the number of 
grown-up workers increased only 8 per cent. Instead of 19,953, 
the number in 1886; there are now no fewer than 24,111 juvenile 
workers employed in the largest industrial districts of Germany. 
That the increase of production is so little due to the occupation 
of grown-up workers, the fathers of families, and so largely to 
that of beginners, who receive much lower wages, is necessarily 
attributable to some cause. 

The present laws for the protection of labour permit juvenile 
workers to be employed 10 full hours of the day, or nearly as 
long as is the case with grown-up workers. This limit far 
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exceeds what is right and proper or necessary for the learning of 
a handicraft. It induces the employer, who is compelled by the 
struggle of competition, to abandon all scruples, to substitute 
younger and cheaper workers for older men who have to provide 
for families. This inducement could be easily got ride of by 
simply reducing the working hours of a youth to a healthy 
maximum—to the six-hour limit. By this means over-produc- 
tion, early demoralisation, and the inversion of all family 
institutions would be fought against at one and the same time. 


Crops IN DENMARK IN 1889. 


The following are extracts from a memorandum on the crops 
in Denmark, which has recently been issued from the office of the 
Board of Agriculture :— 

A final report upon the crops in Denmark in 1889, by Consul 
Inglis at Copenhagen, has been received from the Foreign Office. 
This report is a digest of accounts furnished to the Dagblad, a 
Danish newspaper, by 250 occupiers of large and small farms. 
The result of these is to show that the yield of cereals is under the 
average as regards oats and barley, about an average in respect of 
wheat, and above an average in the case of rye. 

The area of Denmark is 9} millions of acres. Of this the 
acreage of the various crops in 1889 is estimated thiis :— 


Per Cent. 
of Total Area. 
Cereals—wheat, rye, barley, oats - - 29 
Grass land - - - - 20 
Grass land for hay - - - 104 
Bean, peas, buckwheat . - 4 
Commons and pasture - - - 8 


As to the respective crops, wheat, taken as a whole, is of 
comparatively small consequence, occupying as it does an acreage 
five times less than rye. Over the greater part of Jutland, which 
oceupies a large part of the north of Denmark, wheat holds a 
subordinate place. The accounts show the yield to be poor in 
that district. Very few represent it as over average even in the 
most favoured amts, or counties, into 18 of which Denmark is 
divided. These were Veile in the west of the country, Odense 
and Svendborg in the more central part. In the county of Soro, 
in the east, it was an average crop. In the counties of Preestoe, 
Holbok, in the east, and Marihoe in the south-east, the crop was 
not equal to an average. 

It may be stated here that the Danish wheat crop amounted to 
5,006,664 bushels in 1886, 5,798,823 bushels in 1887, and 
3,832,000 bushels in 1888. 252,980 bushels of wheat were 
imported into Great Britain from Denmark in 1888, and that the 
estimate of the Vienna grain market as to the Danish wheat crop 
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of 1889 was higher than that of last year. But from the report 
of Consul Inglis it would seem that this estimate was erroneous. 

Barley occupies as large an area in Denmark cultivation as 
wheat and rye put together. It is shown to be an under average 
crop this year (1889) in most of the counties, with the exception 
of Marihoe and Svendborg, where it has reached an average. In 
the north and west of Jutland it is considerably under average. 
This refers both to the grain and the straw, but the last has 
suffered most, being from 25 to 40 per cent. under average. The 
greater part of this crop has suffered from wet, so that the grain 
is deteriorated in value, and the straw washed out so that much 
of its feeding value is lost. 

A large quantity of Danish barley is imported into Great 
Britain. No less than 2,260,000 bushels were sent here last year 
from Denmark and 1,850,000 bushels in 1887. The quantity of 
barley produced in Denmark in 1887 was estimated at 22,113,047 
bushels; at 23,293,039 bushels in 1886, and 20,471,136 bushels 
in 1881. 

Consul Inglis states that oats are more largely grown in 
Denmark than any other cereal, and that the return of this crop 
is poorer than that of any other this year, being under average in 
most of the counties, while in some parts of the north and west of 
Jutland it is almost a total failure. “ As with barley, the straw 
“ is very short, and the grain has suffered from the weather to a 
still greater extent. This crop is an important one in Jutland.” 
The yield has been best in Odense, Copenhagen, and in Frederiks- 
bourg on the extreme east coast, and worst in Hjorring, the most 
northern county, and in Veile and Ribe in the west. 

From the return of Danish crops it would appear that about 
30,000,000 bushels represent an average return of oats. The 
importations of this corn from Denmark to Great Britain are 
unimportant, having only amounted to about 25,200 bushels in 
1888, and 94,000 bushels in 1887. 

Rye is an important crop in Denmark, giving an average return 
of something like 15,000,000 bushels. It is said to be the best 
crop of the year, having given an average and over average yield 
in 14 of the 18 counties, and under average only in four. The 
quality of the grain and condition of the straw bear a most 
favourable comparison with other crops. 

Rye has yielded best in Aarhus, in the east of the country, 
Svendborg, Ringkjobing, a large county in the west of Jutland, 
Veile, and Ribe; and least well in Holbok, Bornholm, an island 
in the east, Hjérring, and Copenhagen. 


Tue Foreign TRADE OF BELGIUM. 


The Moniteur Belge has recently published the statement of 
the commercial movement of Belgium with foreign countries during 
the first eight months of 1889 compared with the corresponding 
period of 1888. 
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The imports represented a value of 886,613,000 francs, or an 
increase of 4 per cent. on the corresponding period of last year, 
and the exports a value of 773,197,000 francs, or an increase of 
13 per cent. There is, therefore, an excess of imports over exports 
to the extent of 113,416,000 francs. 


Tue TRADE OF SWITZERLAND. 


The report of the Swiss Commercial and Industrial Society for 
the year 1888, which has just been made public, contains some 
interesting particulars on the trade of the Swiss Confederation. 
It appears from statements showing the commercial movement 
of this country that the exports, which amounted in 1887 to 
671 millions of francs, rose last year to 673 millions, an increase of 
two millions, whilst the imports which were, in 1887, 837 millions 
of francs, have decreased to 827 millions in 1888, a decrease of 
10 millions. Under these conditions the difference in favour of 
the imports, which was 166 millions in 1887, was only 154 millions 
in 1888. 

With regard to the countries which send the most produce to 
Switzerland, there are in the front rank the four powerful 
neighbours of this country : Germany, France, Russia, and Austria, 
But it is Austria which is most largely developing its exports to 
Switzerland, whilst the exports from Switzerland to Austria are 
gradually diminishing. France, on the other hand, has seen its 
exports to Switzerland diminish by nine millions, while the exports 
of Switzerland to France increased last year by 12 millions. 


Pusiic TELEPHONE REGULATIONS IN FRANCE. 


In connexion with the public telephone regulations of France, 
the Journal Officiel for the 23rd October last contains two decrees 
of the French President, the one fixing the tariff for conversations 
on urban and inter-urban telephone systems, when they are not 
subject to periodical subscription, and the other authorising and 
regulating the transmission of telegrams by the telephone. The 
following is a translation in extenso of the first decree:— 0: 

Art.1. The tax to be paid on admission into a public telephonic 
compartment to obtain communication with an urban system is 
fixed at 50 centimes in Paris and at 25 centimes in all the other 
towns of France. : 

Art. 2. The elementary tax to be paid for inter-urban tele- 
phonic communication is fixed at 50 centimes per 100 kilometres 
or fraction of 100 kilometres of distance between the points 
connected by the telephonic line. The distance is calculated 
according to the real circuit of each line. 
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Art. 3..For the application of the charges shown above the 
average duration of the telephonic conversation is fixed at five 
minutes. 

This duration may be reduced to three minutes on the lines and 
in the conditions determined by Ministerial decree. If the needs 
of the service require it a conversation must be limited to 
double the normal duration, 

Art. 4. All regulations contrary to the present decree are 
abrogated, with the exception of those of the decree of the 
28th December 1886, fixing the rate to be collected for telephonic 
communications exchanged between Paris and Brussels, 

The first two articles of the second decree are as follows :— 

Art. 1. The subscribers to the urban telephonic systems may 
send and receive telegrams by the line which connects them to 
these systems. 

The transmission of these telegrams is effected gratuitously, 
with the exception indicated below; but it is subordinated to a 
guarantee for the repayment of the telegraphic tax. 

In towns having an underground system the subscriber who 
proposes to avail himself of the preceding regulation is bound to 
pay annually, and in advance, a rental of 50 francs. 

Art. 2. The places other than the chief places of the Canton 
may be connected with a telegraph office by means of a telephone 
wire. 

This wire and the telephone office which serves it are established 
with the participation of the communes interested. 

The contributive part of these communes to the expenses of 
first establishment is fixed at 100 francs per kilometre of new 
line to be constructed, or at 50 frances per kilometre of wire to be 
fixed on supports already existing, and at 300 francs for providing 
apparatus and establishment of the telephonic post. 


CoMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL Museum In Paris. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for 
the 19th October last, with reference to the establishment of a 
commercial and industrial museum at Paris, says :— 

The Central Society of Professional Labour has proposed to 
develop the organisation already commenced by it at Paris, of an 
industrial and commercial museum. A large number of exhibits 
has already been collected in the galleries of the Commercial High 
School, placed at its disposal by the Paris Chamber of Commerce, 
while a special locale will be devoted to this object in the very 
centre of the capital, and within reach of all visitors. 

It is a museum destined to be of great service to merchants, 
manufacturers, and producers of every country, by facilitating the 
means of putting themselves in direct communication with the 
consumers. 
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In the galleries will be exhibited the products, merchandise, and 
articles coming from the various foreign countries, and the visitor 
can judge on the spot of their quality and of their value, without 
having recourse to any intermediary. 

Already numerous foreign exhibitors, realising the usefulness of 
this institution, and the large interest which they have in being 
gratuitously represented in Paris, have made very handsome gifts 
to it. 

All information and communications are to be addressed “& M. 
le Président de la Société centrale du Travail professionnel, 38, 
Avenue de l’Opéra, Paris.” 


PrIcEs OF BREAD IN PaRIS SINCE THE COMMENCEMENT OF 
THE CENTURY. 


The Journal des Débats has recently published statistics showing 
the prices of bread n Paris during the present century. The prices 
per four-pound loaf have but little changed, yet they have been 
higher, on the average, during the second period of the century 
dating from 1848, The following statement shows the variations 
at different periods :— 


Year. Price. Year. Price. 
Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts 
1800 - - 0°90 1847 - - 0°70 
1804 - - - 0°60 0°55 
1805-6 - - - 0°65 1848-59 - - ~ { to 
1007. - - 0°70 0°70 
1811-12-13 - 0°90 1860-61 - - 0°80 
1816 - - - 1°00 1863 - - - 0°75 
0°65 » (September - 0°65 
1819 - - - to 0:70 
0°70 1864-69 - - | to 
1820-21 - - - 0:70 1°00 
1822 - - - 0°50 1870-71 - - - 1°00 
1829 (May and June) 1°10 1872 
» (duly) - 0°85 0°80 
1832-34 - - - 0:60 1874-85 - - to 
0°60 0°85 
1841-46 - - - to 1885-86 - - - 0°75 
0°80 1887 - - - 0°80 
1847 (April) - 1°25 Present price - 0°85 


The Journal says: At the present time, the Parisian population 
pays the same price, within a few centimes, as it did 80 years ago. 
And this is the more surprising, as the cost of manufacture, rent, 
taxes, labour, lighting, and heating has increased in considerable 
proportions; in fact, it may be said to have doubled. The 
increase in the expenses has been compensated by an improvement 
in the bolting, and by a certain diminution in the price of wheat. 
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EXHIBITION OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY AT VIENNA 
In 1890. 


The Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for tine 26th September last 
says that the Society of Agriculture and Forestry of Vienna 
(Austria) is organising an exhibition, which will be opened at 
Vienna from the 15th May to the 1st November 1890. 


Forests. 


A correspondent of the Levant Herald, writing from Tarsus on 
the 16th September, gives the following information respecting 
Cicilian forests :— 

The forests of the Taurus consist chiefly of pine, cedar, and 
juniper trees. Forests of oak trees are rare in this part of the 
Empire, and indeed, although the Quercus Aigilops exists in 
many parts of Asia Minor, the real Quercus robur is a rare tree 
in Asiatic Turkey. It is, however, found in abundance in the 
Djebel Bereket, which is a part of this province. Djebel Bereket 
is the Amanus chain of mountains which southwardly projects 
from the Taurus towards Syria and is commonly called Ghiaour 
Dagh. Its forest, which consists mostly of oak trees, is situated at 
a distance of 16 hours east of Adana. It is bounded on the south 
by Antioch, Suedia, Alexandretta, Ayaz, &c., to the east by the 
plains of Syria, and to the west by those of Marash and the river 
Ak-sou which runs through it. The length of the forest of 
Djebel Bereket is 40 hours ride, while its breadth is 20 hours ; 
thus it comprises an area of about 2,400 square miles. 

The Sublime Porte, seeing the scarcity of oak forests, and the 
great utility of this quality of wood for shipbuilding and railway 
construction, has of late sent strict orders for the careful preser- 
vation of this forest. Djebel Bereket furnishes both oak and pine 
of any size. 

The signification of Djebel Bereket is the “ Mount of bounty,” 
and it was given by the celebrated poet Ahmet Mwali Ibn 
Mehemet Giaber, more than 10 centuries ago, when its forests 
existed as they are now, and are described in his poem as the type 
of the garden of Eden. 


PETROLEUM DISCOVERIES IN NETHERLANDS-INDIA. 


The Deli Courant states that search for petroleum along the 
banks of the Lepan river, in Langkat, has resulted in the discovery 
of large deposits of that oil. Raw petroleum oozes out of the 
pac at many places where the natives have consequently dug 


pits. The output from most of the latter has never been con- 
siderable, and shows fluctuation. At Telaga Tunggal, where the 


| 
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boring reached a depth of about 350 feet, more important results 
have been arrived at. Appearances indicate that the main 
reservoir has been tapped there. The oil met with in the other 
pits and deposits proved to have found its way above ground from 
that storing place. The oil tested yields 35 per cent. of lamp oil 
of good quality. It does not contain harmful ingredients, and 
offers advantages as a lubricator. The exact depth of the other 
deposits remains to be determined before an estimate of working 
expenses can be accurately made. 


DISEASE IN JAVA SuGAR CANES. 


The London and China Telegraph for the 28th October last, 
says :— 

4 Java the sugar planters are at their wits’ end how to cope 
with the disease which now works havoc among growing cane 
crops by cankering their roots. Plant cane from abroad has 
suggested itself as a substitute for the home-grown article now 
come under suspicion, Borneo at first came into favour as a 
supplier meeting requirements. To satisfy the demand nurseries 
were laid out there, and looked — enough at. the ontset. 
They have now fallen into discredit, owing to the dreaded disease 
appearing there among the young cane. Celebes will now be 
tried, and commissioners have been sent there by Java sugar 
planters to see what can be done in that line. In Java the 
cane has suffered much from excessive rain, followed by a severe 
drought. 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION INTO THE PHILIPPINES, © 


The Manila Government Gazette publishes a decree regulating 
Chinese immigration into the Philippines, which comprise the 
following provisions of interest to shipmasters proceeding thither : 
—Chinese immigration is restricted to the port of Manila. The 
harbour-masters at other open ports there are bound to forbid 
Chinese from landing elsewhere under penalty of a fine. Masters 
of vessels arriving at Manila with Chinese passengers or sailors on 
board must give notice to the harbour-master, and may not allow 
any of them to land unless authorised. The harbour-master, on 
receiving notice, will go on board and take down the names of 
these Chinese. Lists of their names will be made out in triplicate, 
one of which will be left with the master, The passengers will 
have then to provide themselves with certificates supplied by the 
local Chinese headman on payment of a tax. No passenger will 
be allowed to land without paying tax unless he finds security. 
Otherwise the master of the vessel, or failing him, the consignees, 
will have to take the defaulting passengers back to the port of 
departure. 
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DEVELOPMENT IN JAPAN. 


The following is a description of the principal railway line of 
Japan, given in the Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels of the 19th 
September last :— 

Part of this line is already finished and opened to the public. 
This line, starting from Awomori, at the extreme north of 
Niphon, will run direct to the south of Kiousiou, excepting the 
interruption at the Shimonoseki Strait, which separates the two 
islands. It will measure about 2,270 kilometres, and be divided 
into several sections, namely,— 

1. The Niphon railway, from Awomori to Yedo (Tokio), 
850 kilometres, of which 350, from Sendai to Yedo, are already 
open to traffic. The remainder should be finished before the 
end of 1890. 

2. The Tokaido railway, from Yedo to Hiogo. The last works 
of almost the whole of this line were finished last year. A small 
section along Lake Biwa, between Nayahama and Otsu, alone 
remains unfinished. It wiil not be long before the two other 
branches are joined, thus assuring direct communication between 
Yedo and Hiogo. The traffic on the parts working is already 
considerable. 

3. The Sanyo railway, continuing the preceding from Hiogo 
to Shimonoseki, that is to say, a length of 485 kilometres. 
A Japanese company, consisting of 1,300 shareholders, and pos- 
sessing a capital of 13 million yen, is charged with the construction 
of this railway in nine years. The first section, measuring 
55 kilometres, from Hiogo to Himeji, was opened to the public on 
the 23rd December 1888, It has cost about 5,750,000 frances. 
The following section will go from Himeji to Onomichi, in the 
province of Bingo, passing by Okayama and Fukuyama, or a 
distance of 1,600 kilometres; it will be ready for the public 
towards the end of next year. 

4. Finally, the last portion of this great system is the railway 
on the island of Kiousiou, starting from Moja, in the Strait of 
Shimonoseki, and going towards the south by Kumamoto, Its 
length will be more than 400 kilometres. It is at present being 
built, and will be probably finished this year. 


THe Osaka Tra Crop. 


The London and China Telegraph, in its issue of the 4th October 
last, says that :— 

“This year’s crop of tea at Osaka promises to be larger than 
that of last year, when the total amount obtained from the three . 
pickings was 384,716:07 catties. This year, although only two 
pickings have been taken, the amount so far obtained reaches 
346,244-47 catties.” 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 539 


DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE IN COREA, 


The Chinese Times has recently published the following notice 
with reference to trade development in Corea :— 

“Regular and adequate means of communication provided by 
the Japanese Steamship Company, for intercommunication between 
Japan, Corea, and China, is developing trade where none existed 
before. Considerable quantities of peas and beans now go from 
Corea to Japan, where they are used for food. Two new articles 
of commerce are now becoming important elements in traffic. 
One is the exploitation of the sardine or sprat fisheries at Fusan, 
where the savoury and oily fishes abound. One ship took from 
Fusan to Kobe last month 500 tons weight of fish, prepared for 
the use of the Japanese agriculturist. The sprats and sardines 
are stacked in heaps in the sun, frequently turned over, and when 
thoroughly dried are packed in bales about one picul in weight. 
In this state they are inodorous. The Japanese farmers eagerly 
buy the dried fish for manure, on account of the abundance of 
nitrogenous elements, which are excellent for fertilising worn out 
soils. The farmer’s process is simple: he puts the dried fish into 
tubs with a given proportion of water. In two or three days the 
' fish dissolves and there is a most foul-smelling liquid, which is put 
upon the ground, which it nourishes admirably. This particular 
trade is likely to increase, as it is said that Japan could readily 
consume 5,000 tons or more of such manure monthly. 

“ Another industry of Fusan, just invented by the enterprising 
Japanese there, is the preparation of dried potatoes for China. 
Fusan grows potatoes of excellent flavour in great abundance. 
The tubers are washed, cut into slices on which the rind is left, 
sun-dried, then packed. Nearly every vessel from Fusan brings 
from 20 to 50 tons of these dried potatoes to Chefoo and Tientsin. 
The Chinese who buy them first soak the pieces and then boil 
them, and thus obtain a new variety of palatable, wholesome, and 
nutritious food at a cost much lower than maize or millet.” 


Tae Export TRADE oF THE CoNnGo. 


The Bulletin Officiel de 0 Etat Independant du Congo for the 
month of September last contains the following statistics of the 
products exported from the Independent State of the Congo 
during the second quarter of 1889 :— 

The total value of the exports was 1,948,055 francs; of coffee 
there were exported 169,161 kilos., valued at 253,741 frs.; of 
eaoutchouc, 151,951 kilos, valued at 531,828 frs.; of copal, 
12,421 kilos., valued at 21,736 frs.; of palm oil, 532,271 kilos., 
valued at 239,521 frs.; of ivory, 28,538 kilos., valued at 570,760 
frs.; of palm nuts, 1,456,614 kilos., valued at 291,322 frs.; of 
sesamum, 26,802 kilos., valued at 6,700 frs.; and of orchilla weed, 
13,130 kilos., valued at 14,443 frs, 
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Tue IMPORTATION OF Mexican Sitver-LEAD ORES INTO 
THE UNITED STATES. 


Bradstreet’s for the 5th October last says :— 

An endeavour is now being made to reach an equitable under- 
standing with Mexico in reference to the admission of mixed ores, 
and the United States Minister to Mexico is at present in 
Washington consulting with the heads of the State and Treasury 
Departments respecting the matter. Secretary Windom, of the 
Treasury Department, who has been again interviewed concerning 
the lead ore question, declares that the question at issue has been 
misrepresented. Jie says: “ For the past ten years it has been 
* held that the predominating value of an ore determined its 
* character. North-Western lead producers contend thai silver 
“ being free large quantities of lead, which is dutiable at 14 ¢. 
‘* per pound, are mixed with the silver, and thus the Mexicans 
“ are enabled to evade the tariff. They have feared that the 
“ American industry might be ruined, and have therefore asked 
“me to say officially that the predominating weight of the 
“ mixture, instead of the value, shall determine the character of 
“an ore. That is the question now before me.” Secretary 
Windom says that the regulations issued by him on July 17* 
were of such a restrictive character that the importations of lead 
from Mexico have been reduced one-half, and he acknowledges 
that the resulting situation is a perplexing one, but he does not 
doubt that an amicable understanding will soon be arrived at. 


CoaL IN THE MEXICAN STATE OF PUEBLA. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial, quoting from the Revue 
Sud-Américaine, says that the Government of the State of Puebla 
is seeking to stimulate the mining of coal. It has decreed that 
the mines shall be free from taxation for 25 years; it promises 
besides, a premium of 100 piastres yearly, for ten years, to the 
first company which supplies Puebla with a quantity of coal at a 
price equal to or less than that of wood. Finally, it appears to 
be well disposed to the railway companies, who propose to establish 
lines passing by the coal basins. 


ENCOURAGEMENTS TO INDUSTRY IN THE MEXICAN STATE OF 
SINALOA. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 21st September 
last. publishes the following article :— 

The Government of the State of Sinaloa has just promulgated 
a decree by the terms of which bounties, as detailed below, will 


* Published at pp. 383-4 of the Board of Trade Journal for the month of October. 
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be given to the first products of the first factories established in 
the State. 


Bounties of 1,000 piastres when the capital employed in 
machinery and buildings will be at the least 10,000 piastres. 


Bounties of 2,000 piastres for a capital of 20,000 piastres ; of 
3,000 piastres for a capital of 30,000 piastres; of 4,000 piastres 
for a capital of 40,000 piastres; of 5,000 piastres for a capital of 
50,000 piastres; of 10,000 piastres for a capital of 100,000 
piastres ; and of 20,000 piastres for a capital of 200,000 piastres. 


The new industries to which these bounties will be granted are 
the following :—Factory for grape wine; factory for cow-hides, 
waxed skins, and moroccos ; factory for stockings or cotton hose ; 
factory for bottles or other glass articles for domestic use ; factory 
for common or fine porcelain ; factory for school, letter, or printing 
paper; factory for window glass; factory for madapolam and 
white cotton cambric muslins ; factory for printed cotton tissues; 
a candle factory ; establishment for the extraction of henequen 
fibre. For the latter industry the bounty will be 500 piastres for 
the first thousand quintals, and 400 piastres and 300 piastres 
respectively for the second and third thousand quintals of fibre 
extracted in establishments situated at a distance of 20 leagues 
from each other. 


THe Export TrapE or Mexico. 


The South American Journal for the 19th October has the 
following :— 


Mexico has apparently entered on an era of prosperity. 
According to statistics recently published by the Government 
relating to the economic year 1888-89, the exports amounted to 
53,000,000 dols., being the highest figure ever reached. The 
export of precious metals shows an augmentation of 1,999,800 dols., 
and that of merchandise 570,263 dols. as compared with the 
previous year. 


Great LAND SALEs IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. — 


The Buenos Ayres Standard for the 27th September last 
publishes the following decree of the Argentine President, 
offering for sale large areas in the Argentine Republic, in order to 
overcome the crisis in respect to Argentine financial operations :— 


Art. 1. Let 24,000 square leagues of land be offered for sale in 
Europe at an upset price of 2 dols. gold per hectare. 
Art. 2. These lands shall be colonised as follows :—English 


families on 8,600 leagues; Italian families on 8,000 leagues ; 
60405. 
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Spanish families on 4,000 leagues ; French families on 2,000 
leagues; Swiss families on 1,000 leagues; Belgian families on 
1,000. 

Art. 3. Special offices for the sale of the lands shall be opened 
in the principal cities of Europe. 

Art. 4. Notices of the sale shall be published for 60 days in 
the leading European papers, with full particulars of the lands 
offered for sale. 


Art. 5. All these offices shall be provided with plans of the 
lands and reports thereon, in order to give the fullest information 
possible. 

Art. 6. The tenders presented must be for one or more con- 
cessions of 16 kilometric leagues each, and the applicants must 
belong to the nationality specified for colonisation purposes. 


Art. 7. The tenders shall be opened in public in each office in 
the presence of the chief of the office and of the Argentine Consul- 
General or Consul of the respective jurisdiction. 

Art. 8. The Land Office shall propose the necessary measures 
for the surveying and division of the lands. 


Art. 9. The Land Office shall draw up for approval of the 
Executive the instructions to be imparted to the agents of sale in 
Europe. 


Art. 10. The agents shall send to the central committee, to be 
forwarded to the Minister of the Interior, all proposals for 
purchase and colonisation. 


Art. 11. Among other instructions to the agents, the central 
committee shall see that at least three nationalities shall figure in 
the colonisation of the sections of each national territory whereof 
lands are offered for sale. 


Art. 12. The hundred and twenty millions gold dollars, minimum 
proceeds of the sale of these public lands, and whatever balance 
be over that amount, shall be deposited in the Mint for the con- 
version of bank notes. 


The Buenos Ayres Standard, in reference to this subject, says : — 

“A perusal of the decree will immediately convince the reader 
that it is the most momentous decree any Argentine President or 
Minister ever framed. History repeats itself on a grand scale in 
this instance: the proposal, rather the decree, takes us back 
to the Rio Negro land business, which proved the corner stone of 
the immense prosperity that followed the opening up of virgin 
territories. May be we are now on the eve of another such 
reaction, and if so, the President of the Republic and his Minister 
of Foreign Affairs may lay claim to having opened up horizons so 
vast, potentialities so great, in the shape of a great human current, 
and the colonisation of a fair-sized empire, so to say, that one 
pauses at the possible, nay probable, results of such a policy. The 
Government deserves warm support for its move in this 
direction. It has 50,000 square leagues of fiscal lands ; half this 
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area is thrown on the market at an inviting price, and Europe will 
avail itself of the opportunity to buy up every square yard offered. 
The success of this mammoth land sale will lift us out of all our 
monetary difficulties, and may throw millions of men on the 
se sm of the Chaco and Pampa, on the smiling banks of the 


Rio Negro and Paraguay, and on the rugged, weather-beaten 
coasts of the South Atlantic.” 


New Line or ARGENTINE NAVIGATION. 


The Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels, in its issue of the 12th 
September last, says that the Argentine Senate has adopted, after 
a short debate, the Vascassovich project respecting the establish- 
ment of a new service of direct navigation between Buenos Ayres 
and Europe. ‘The Government guarantees an interest of 5 per 
cent. for 15 years on a capital of 6,600,000 piastres of gold. The 
company binds itself to engage for this service five large steamers 
of 6,000 tons, of an average speed of 174 knots per hour, and 
able to steam 21 knots at a maximum. The cost of each of these 
boats must not exceed 1,250,000 piastres. They will carry the 
Argentine flag. 


Export TRADE oF CHILI. 


According to the South American Journal for the 19th October 
last, the value of the exports from the Republic of Chili during 
the first six months of the present year show a diminution of 
1,227,288 dols. when compared with the first half of last year. 
The figures are: 1889, 29,659,000 dols. ; 1888, 30,863,313 dols. 
This falling off is mainly due to the decrease in the quantity of 
bar copper and silver exported. 


RaAILway DEVELOPMENT IN VENEZUELA. 


The South American Journal for the 5th October last, with 
reference to the development of railway communication in 
Venezuela, has the following :— 


“The progress of Venezuela may chiefly be attributed to the 
increase of railway communication. The La Guaira and Caracas 
railway will benefit more directly from the large increase of 
imports at La Guaira, while the Puerto Cabello and Valencia 
railway will benefit from the increase which has taken place at 
Puerto Cabello. 
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“There are several other railways in course of construction, 
the most important being the extension of the Carenero Railway 
and Navigation Company’s line to Altagracia de Orituco, the 
Central line, the Krupp line, and the Mérida line. The Carenero 
Company’s extension to Altagracia is undoubtedly the line which 
will serve the richest and best cultivated districts of Venezuela, 
and ought to prove a very remunerative undertaking. We 
understand that the works of extension are being pushed on as 
rapidly as possible. Works of construction are also being pro- 
ceeded with on the Central, Krupp, and Mérida lines, and the 
former railway is now penetrating into the interior. 


“In undeveloped countries like Venezuela, all railways con- 
necting two principal towns, or inland towns with the coast, and 
affording cheaper and more expeditious means of transport and 
better accommodation for travelling, are sure to do well, and help 
much to increase imports and exports. The growth of passenger 
traffic, for instance, upon the La Guaira and Caracas railway is 
very marked, and is daily on the increase ; the same occurs on the 
Puerto Cabello and Valencia railway. 


“In the case of the Carenero railway, a large increase of 
produce and passenger traffic must follow upon the completion of 
the Altagracia extension, because the Orituco district produces 
at least one-third of the total exports of coffee and cacao from La 
Guaira. So soon as the growers are able to transport their goods 
cheaper and quicker to the coast, they will, of course, avail them- 
selves of the route affording these facilities, and the Carenero 
railway will be the most direct route.” 


IMMIGRATION INTO PARAGUAY. 


The Revue du Paraguay gives the following particulars of the 
immigration into Paraguay during the second quarter of the year 
1889 


During the second quarter of the present year there have 
arrived in Paraguay 503 immigrants, or 291 more than in the 
corresponding quarter of last year, and 191 more than during the 
first quarter of 1889. The first half of this year has, therefore, 
furnished a contingent of 815 immigrants, a figure which has not 
heretofore been reached. in the same space of time. 


Of the immigrants to Paraguay in the second quarter of 1889, 
190 were by nationality Italians, 84 Spaniards, 77 French, 62 
Germans, 29 Swiss, 27 Argentines, and 19 Belgians. .Of English 
there were only 5. As regards sex, 412 belonged to the male 
class, and 101 to the female. 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF QUININE IN INDIA, 


Allen’s Indian Mail for 14th October last, with reference to 
the recent attempts to introduce the manufacture of quinine in 
India, has the following :— 


It is now some little time since the plant and apparatus for 
the manufacture of quinine were procured and erected at the 
Naduvatam cinchona plantation, and the public in general, and 
planters in particular, would be glad to hear what Messrs. M. 
A. Lawson and D. Hooper have to say about the working of 
the new method. These gentlemen have been ready to give every 
possible information, and in showing the details of the process to 
all interested in the subject; but a short report, available to the 
public, would now be acceptable. It has often been questioned 
whether a factory for the manufacture of quinine could be profit- 
ably started in India, and, up to the introduction of the process 
now in use at Naduvatam, the answer has been in the negative. 
Now, however, tangible results have been achieved, as the 10 lb. 
jars of sulphate of quinine, equal in purity to Howard’s, which 
may be seen at the factory, should convince the most sceptical. 
The next question is, can the drug be produced in paying quan- 
tities ; or is it—like most of the gold in Wynaad—undeniably 
there, but too expensive to produce? It has been asserted that 
Government is manufacturing quinine at a loss compared with 
the market price, but it must be recollected that Government, 
when it started the present enterprise, did so more with the view 
of proving a process than of making a commercial success. It 
does not follow because the manufacture on an experimental scale 
does not pay, that it should not do so when properly conducted 
on a commercial scale. It may seem rather surprising that 
cinchona planters or others interested have not moved yet in the 
matter of starting a factory, but there is an explanation of this in 
the fact that Government will give no guarantee as to its future 
action, and it is obvious that whilst this is the case nothing can be 
done, and private enterprise is completely checked. With large 
supplies of bark at hand, a genuine factory in working order, 
which could be enlarged so as to meet any requirements at any 
time, and a congested market, it is obvious that Government 
could, whenever it chose, completely rule Indian prices for 
quinine; and though at present we are assured that there is no 
intention of interfering with private trade, yet it is distinctly laid 
down that Government will not fetter itself by promises of any 
kind. To business men this is very unsatisfactory, and it 1s to be 
hoped that the Government will take the matter into reconsidera- 
tion and resolve on its future course. ‘There has been great 
discontent amongst planters, and we do not know that it has in 
any way lessened, at Government retaining a large interest. 
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THe TRANS-FRONTIER TRADE OF BritisH INDIA. 


The Allahabad Pioneer Mail for the 25th, September last, with 
reference to the trans-frontier trade of the three northern provinces 
of British India—the Punjab, North-West Provinces, and Bengal— 
says :— 

We have alluded already to the falling off in trans-frontier 
trade, which is shown by the Punjab report for the year ending on 
the 31st March. But putting it together with those of the North- 
West Provinces and Bengal. and thus getting a view of the whole 
of the external land trade of India, the case becomes still more 
impressive. There is a decline in trade in the case of each 
province as compared with the previous year, the falling off in 
Bengal being as much as 15 per cent. Casting the returns 
into a rough tabular statement we get the following result :— 


.Total Imports, Total Exports 
1887-88. 1888-89, 
Rs.’ Rs. 
The Punjab - - 233,98,045 232,44,251 
The North-West Provinces - - 112,14,388 105,13,576 
Bengal ~ - - - - 208,82,968 177,23,648 
Total - 554,95,401 514,81,475 


The total decrease, it will be seen, amounts in all to over 
40 lakhs of rupees in the year, and we have now to find how this 
serious loss has been brought about. 


Taking the Punjab first, the returns on closer examination are 
even more unsatisfactory than at first sight. Thus an increase 
of eight lakhs of rupees is shown on the imports, but it is 
explained that the figures have been swelled by the inclusion 
under the head of bullion of 30 lakhs in coin sent down by the 
Kashmir State to Sialkot on account of the Jammu waterworks 
and the Jammu-Sialkot railway. This was not a trading trans- 
action in the ordinary acceptance of the term, so the total imports 
and exports for the year should be only 202 lakhs, or nearly 
32 lakhs less than in the previous year. The fact seems to be 
that the Punjab trade with Kabul, Bajaur, Tirah, and Sewestan 
is steadily declining, which means that the Central Asian and 
Eastern Persian markets are being gradually closed to English 
and Indian goods. Thus the total value of the trade with 
these countries has fallen from 121 lakhs in 1886-87 to less 
than 95 in 1888-89. As regards the Peshawar-Kabul route to 
the Khanates, the official explanation is that the diminution of 
trade is due “mainly to the rigid exclusion of English goods 
“ enforced by the Russian Government in the countries beyond 
“ Afghanistan, and partly to the taxation to which they are 
* subjected in Afghanistan.” 
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There is only too good reason to accept the conclusion of the 
Punjab Government, that English and Indian goods cannot com- 
pete with those of Russian make in Central Asia, and that in 
the future Indian trade must be confined to Afghanistan alone. 
The extension of the Trans-Caspian railway to Bokhara and 
Samarkand gives Russian merchants enormous advantages, and 
these they have been quick to seize. As to Eastern Persia it is 
_ hoped that the opening of the new Peshin road and the building 
of the railway to the Khojak will foster trade in that direction. 


Trade with Kashmir represents more than half of the foreign 
trade of the Punjab, and it is gratifying to learn that during the 
last six years there has been a steady increase in exports from the 
province. Improved roads and railway communication will 
confirm this improvement. The once lucrative trade in shawls 
is, however, becoming less and less. In the 12 months under 
review the value of shawls sent to India fell from 124 to 6 lakhs 
of rupees. Curiously enough gh has become the chief article of 
export, quantities valued at over 13 lakhs of rupees being sent 
to the Punjab every year. The Ladakh trade is stationary as 
a whole, though the value of European cotton goods exported 
has more than doubled since 1886, the figures for last year 
exceeding two lakhs. But against this must be set the annihila- 
tion of the tea trade due to the prohibition enforced by the 
Chinese authorities at Yarkand against Indian tea. The returns 
have fallen in these years from Rs. 70,000 to Rs. 9,500. Trade 
with Chinese-Tibet is said to be in a moribund state, and the 
Sikkim affair may have contributed to this. One peculiar feature 
in connexion with imports into the Punjab is the extraordinary 
decline in the trade in raw silk. In 1885 this was worth nearly 
8} lakhs, including 1} lakhs from Kashmir ; it has now fallen to 
Rs. 60,750, of which Rs. 9,550 is credited to Kashmir, As 
the Lieutenant-Governor says, it would be interesting to know 
whether this decline is due mainly to a falling off in the demand 
for local manufacture or in the export trade to Europe. 


The foreign trade of the North-West Provinces is almost 
entirely with Nepal and Tibet. There was a comparatively 
large increase in the case of the latter in spite of the complications 
with Lhassa, but the traffic with Nepal was less by 12 lakhs. 
‘This was due to an embargo being laid upon the export of grain 
and firewood by the Nepalese Government, the decrease under 
the head of grain alone being over 7? lakhs of rupees. The 
imports of borax and wool showed a marked improvement, the 
rise in the price of the latter in Europe stimulating the trade. 
The wool trade is also very flourishing, over 7,000 maunds being 
sent to India. It is suggested that this quantity might be largely 
increased if this wool were only cleaned and pressed before leaving 
Johar. Efforts are being made to induce the traders to do this, 
and a special press has been invented to press bales of a weight 
and shape suitable for carriage by the Bhutia sheep. There is a 
great demand for wool in India at the present time, and as the 
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Lhassa-Darjiling route is practically closed more attention should 
be turned to the Kumaon frontier. 

Bengal has trading relations with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim, and 
Bhutan, and though the total value of the trade in the year was 
15 per cent. lower than that of 1887-88, it was 3°63 per cent. 
above that of 1886-87. The action of the Nepalese Government 
already referred to in prohibiting the export of grain was in a 
great measure responsible for this. Thus the quantity of food 
grain sent to Bengal fell from 27,51,000 maunds to 12,63,000 
maunds. There had been a bad harvest in Nepal and food-stocks 
were low, but trade will revive with a good season. The demand 
for piece goods was, we are glad to note, larger than ever. The 
value of these goods taken by Nepal was over 23 lakhs of rupees 
as compared with less than 164 lakhs in 1886-87. The Indian 
mills claim only about 14 lakhs out of this sum, but this is an 
immense improvement on the previous year, when their figures 
were below Rs. 16,000. The complications with Tibet caused a 
practical cessation of trade with that country, and trade has even 
now not revived. The imports into India were valued at only 
Rs. 3,168 and the exports at Rs. 4,179; whereas in 1887-88 
the figures were approximately Rs. 1,90,000 and Rs. 1,64,000 
respectively. The lamas have a good deal to answer for, as their 
aggressive policy in Sikkim and their obstinate refusal to settle 
matters amicably resulted in the complete paralysis of trade 
between Tibet and India. Bhutan continues a steady customer 
of Bengal on a small scale, taking tobacco, piece goods, betel-nuts, 
and rice, and giving in return wool, musk, and wax. The total 
value of the trade with the Bhutias is a little over 3 lakhs of 
rupees annually. 

Looking at the returns for the three great provinces of Northern 
India the general conclusion must be that the year 1888 was a 
very exceptional one, and that trade was directly affected by causes 
over which merchants had no control. On the far north-west the 
rebellion of Ishak Khan reacted directly upon the Punjab bazaars ; 
on the north-east the Sikkim-Tibet difficulty had a similar effect 
upon trading centres in Bengal; while a short harvest in Nepal 
caused a diminution of the traffic between that country, the 
North-West Provinces, and the frontier districts of Bengal. 


InpIAN Rattway DEVELOPMENT. 


A communication, dated the 5th September last, has been 
received from the Public Works Department of the Government 
of India to the effect that the Muttra-Bindrabun branch of the 
Cawnpore-Achnera State Railway, a distance of 7:20 miles, was 
opened for passenger traffic on 26th August 1889. 

A further communication, under date of the 9th October, is to 
the effect that the Cumbum-Bezwada section of the Bellary-Kistna 
State Railway, a distance of 123 miles, was opened to traffic on 
the 3rd October. 
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TRANSACTIONS ON GUARANTEED RAILWAYS IN INDIA. 


Allen’s Indian Mail for the 21st October last, says :— 

A synopsis of transactions in connexion with guaranteed rail- 
ways down to the end of the year 1888 is published in last 
Gazette. The annual result in the last five years has been turned 
from a loss of nearly 25 lakhs to a gain of nearly 24 lakhs. The 
actual loss to the State due to sterling payments has risen from 
403 lakhs to 103 lakhs. 


PorTABLE TRAMWAYS IN INDIA. 


The following note appears in the Calcutta Englishman (over- 
land mail) in its edition of the 8th October :— 

One of the first experiments in India in the use of a portable 
tramway for the carriage of forest produce is now being tried in 
the Anamalais, where a line has been laid down under the orders 
of the Madras Government. A line of about three miles will 
shortly be laid on a section of the Chittagong-Demagiri road. 


Forestry BENGAL. 


The Calcutta Englishman, in its overland mail of the 8th 
October last, says :— 

Forests in Bengal are an important interest, but the adminis- 
trative record is not a particularly attractive one. During the 
past year we remark the continued increase in the revenue 
derived from the Sunderbunds ; the falling off in the trade from 
Chittagong, which is attributed to the frontier raids having 
prevented access to the more remote forests ; and the decrease of 
revenue in the Orissa division, owing to the grant of considerable 
concessions to the poorer inhabitants during the scarcity. Still 
there was an increase in the area of reserved forests of 1,154 acres, 
and of protected forests of 48,100 acres, while the total area now 
under the management of the department is 7,447,789 acres, 
More reservations will shortly be formed in the Chota-Nagpur 
division, in the Ramghur-Sitakund forests in Chittagong, and in 
the Rajin block in Khoorda. The net revenue for the year was 
Rs. 3,08,738, being the largest amount yet received from the 
department. On the whole there was a decided decrease in the 
number of cases for breaches of the forest laws, the improvement 
being most marked in the Darjiling and Orissa divisions, the 
falling off in the latter being due to the relaxation of the forest 
rules. Of the total area protected by the department from fires 
by isolation only 75°6 per cent. escaped fire. 
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FACTORIES IN THE CALCUTTA PRESIDENCY. 


According to the Calcutta Englishman (overland mail) for the 
1st October last, last year there were 46 mill factories and presses 
at work in the Calcutta presidency division, which gave employ- 
ment to upwards of 50,000 persons. The principal additions 
during the year were a new bone-crushing factory and two new 
cotton-mills, while one of the older mills had doubled the number 
of its spindles. There was a large increase in the out-turn of 
manufactured jute, the total value of which was estimated at 
upwards of 21 crores. 


A Nascent Inpustry 1n Kasumrir. 


The Allahabad Pioneer Mail for the 18th September last, in 
the course of an article on agricultural industry in Kashmir, has 
the following :— 


The encouragement which Colonel Nisbet, the present Resident 
of Kashmir, is giving to the development of the fruits of the earth, 
indigenous and imported, seems in the future interest of the 
Srinagar exchequer to deserve support. It may not be generally 
known that Kashmir, so far back as the reign of Akbar, was one 
of the chief sources from which fruit was obtained by the natives 
of the Punjab and Northern India. 

No small attention was in early days paid to the cultivation of 
fruit in Kashmir and the neighbouring districts, and the trade 
between that country and Upper India was at one time of very 
considerable consequence. 

It may be interesting to notice briefly what has already been 
done to stimulate fruit cultivation in the Himalayas. In Kumaon 
especially much attention has been paid to the subject. The 
experiments made by Sir Henry Ramsay at Almora aud at the 
Government nurseries founded by Sir William Muir at Ranikhet 
conclusively proved that apricots and apples of good quality could 
be raised with success in the hills. In 1877 a considerable number 
of young fruit trees were distributed from these gardens, and the 
last reports show that the demands for grafts has largely exceeded 
the supply, although some 8,000 trees were distributed during a 
single season. Around Naini Tal several private gardens have 
been established for many years, and it is said are showing con- 
siderable profits on their outlay. Advancing further along the 
Himalayas we come to the fruit nurseries on the slopes near Simla 
known as the Waterwork Hill, which were, we believe, started 
under the advice of Sir E. Buck in 1883, The scheme promises 
to be remunerative in a few years’ time, and several hundreds of 
trees have been distributed to native landowners and others in the 
vicinity of the station. Still more to the north we find that Kulu 
fruit has a reputation throughout the Punjab, and both in that 
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pleasant little valley and in Kangra fresh experiments are now 
being tried. In the districts of Peshawur and Rawalpindi, again, 
the introduction of exotic fruits has also been attempted with 
more or less success. It would therefore appear that if in Kashmir 
the growing of fruit is commenced on a large scale the State will 
be enabled to draw in a large degree from the experiments and 
work which have been already completed. It can in fact now 
step in and take the cream of the last 10 years’ work which has 
been accomplished elsewhere. 

Amongst other trees which are proposed as suitable for intro- 
duction to the Himalayas the Spanish chestnut stands prominently 
forward. 


Turning now to silk culture, there is every reason to believe 
that the industry requires much attention. Kashmir is the home 
of a “univoltine (or one breed a year) silkworm of great value 
and similar in nature to the silkworm of Southern Europe, It is 
very different from the “multivoltine” (or many breeds a year) 
of Bengal, being only similar in one respect, viz., in its liability to 
disease. In the last few years the sickness known as “ pebrine,”’ 
said to have been accidentally brought over from Europe, has 
made such ravages both in Kashmir and in Bengal that the silk 
‘industry in both has been all but ruined. As is well known, the 
Revenue and Agricultural Department in Bengal took the matter 
up some two years ago, and instituted a course of action which so 
far succeeded that the representatives of the leading silk producers 
in Bengal have taken practical measures to adopt the reforms 
found to be successful in coping with the disease. The steps 
taken were’ simple enough. Men were instructed at Paris in 
Pasteur’s methods and brought out to apply his systems to the 
silkworms of this country. There is no doubt that whatever 
success the experiments have attained has been due to careful 
organisation, without which the specialists brought over from 
France would have achieved but poor results ; and it is more than 
probable that if the same care is taken similar results may be 
obtained in Kashmir even still more quickly, seeing that the State 
will be in a position to utilise the experience which has been 
gained during the last three years’ operations in Bengal. 

The cultivation of hops aud vines may perhaps prove to increase 
the revenue of the State. The former matter has already received 
considerable attention, and Mr. Whymper, of Muree Brewery 
fame, has, it is understood, been for some months conducting 
various experiments with the plant in Kashmir. As regards the 
vine, however, there is no reason why the industry of wine-making 
should not be extensively carried on in a country where everything 
seems to be in favour of the grape. The vitis vinifera or common 
vine flourishes extensively throughout the region of the Caspian, 
Persia, and Kashmir, and has for centuries been more or less 
cultivated in Western Asia. It has been stated that the cultiva- 
tion of the grape in Kashmir has already met with some success 
in the country, but has never really been carried on in a proper 
and systematic manner. 
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In 1876 the Maharaja Ranbir Singh made several inquiries on 
the subject, which eventually ended in the importation of a large 
amount of machinery and plant connected with wine-making, and 
up till the year 1888 the production of wines with the aid of certain 
French wine-makers was carried on with more or less success. 
Vineyards at Mashri Bagh, Nesbat Bagh, and Teed were pro- 
nounced to be likely to realise useful results; but, owing to the 
change in the government of the country and the usual difficulties 
attending native administration (or rather the want of it), the 
struggling industry was eventually crushed out at a time when it 
began to show some signs of becoming a success. That good wine 
can be produced in Kashmir is almost certain. The soil of the 
valley is without doubt suitable for the growth of vines, and the 
land immediately below the Cheshmahai spring along the eastern 
border of the Dhal lake is said by a writer to an up-country 
paper, though he does not mention his authority, to be superior to 
the soil of the celebrated Chateau Yquem at Sauterne, or that of 
Chateau Margaux in the Medoc. Moreover, Kashmir has not 
yet been troubled with the terrible phylloxera which of late years 
has proved so disastrous a disease in the vineyards of France. 
The proposal that the venture of wine-making should be let out 
to an enterprising firm has already been hinted, but it would 
certainly be more satisfactory if the inhabitants of the State would 
themselves develop the resources of the country. 


Tue Tra-Crorp oF CEYLON FOR 1889-90. 


The Ceylon Observer (overland edition) for the 9th September 
last publishes the following estimate by Mr. A. E. Scovell of the 
tea-crop of Ceylon for the year 1889-90 :— 

Taking a reasonable increase of yield on the acreages, by which 
I arrived at the figures I gave you last year (33 millions), and 
adding thereto 30,000 acres giving their first returns at say 
an average of 100 Ibs. tea per acre, I come to the following 
approximate results :— 

30,000 acres at 350 lbs.= 10,500,000 Ibs. 
40,000 , 300 ,, = 12,000,000 ,, 
45,000 ,, = 11,250,000 ,, 
35,000 , 200, = 7,000,000 , 
30,000 — 3,000,000 ,, 


Total, say - 43,750,000 ,, 
For local consumption I suppose fully 
3 of a million can be taken = - - 750,000 ,, 


Leaving probable exports at, say = - 43,000,000 ,, 
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CHINESE IMMIGRATION INTO PENANG. 


The following particulars of Chinese immigration into Penang 
during the year 1888 are extracted from the Administration 
report for that year :— 

During the year 1888, 76,792 Chinese adult deck passengers 
(of whom 2,675 were women) arrived in Penang from China, as 
against a total of 65,348 in 1887. Of children under 12 years of 
age, there were 1,383, as compared with 1,643 in 1887. 


The number of Chinese immigrants who, arriving without 
having paid for their passage, were taken to licensed depdts, was 


16,188. The primary destinations of the adult arrivals were as 
follows :— 
Males. Females. 

Landed in Penang - - - 62,812 2,675 
Proceeded direct to British India - 891 34 

” 99 Protected Native States - 8,320 425 

Siamese territory - 2,445 6 

Netherlands India 162 22 


There has been a great and sudden falling off in the number of 
contracts to labour entered into before the officers of the Chinese 
Protectorate. In 1888 only 19,329 labourers entered into contracts, 
a number which may be compared with the totals for the three 
previous years respectively in the next paragraph. 


The distribution of indentured labourers for four years has been 
as follows :— 


a 1885. 1886. 1887. 1888. 

For work within the Settlement - 5,404 6,221 5,464 2,476 
- in the Native States - 2,241 5,407 7,672 4,666 

és in Netherlands India - 11,727 12,719 12,854 11,682 

“ in other places - 377 399 369 505 
Total - - 19,749 24,746 26,359 19,329 


‘he stamp duty on contracts produced 13,806 dols., which, 
although considerably below the revenue derived from this source 
in 1887 (16,303°25 dols.), more than covered the expenses of the 
Department (10,805°62 dols.). 
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The falling off in the Chinese labour supply is more noticeable 
in respect cf the local than of the Sumatra labour market. 
11,682 Chinese coolies contracted in Penang in 1888 for service in 
Sumatra, as against 12,854 in 1887, a reduction of 1,172, or about 
10 per cent. But in the Settlement only 2,476 coolies were 
engaged, as compared with 5,464 in 1887, a falling off of more 
than 50 per cent., while in the Native States the figures show a 
falling off of 40 per cent. (4,666 contracts in 1888, against 7,672 
in 1887). | 

Owing to the rapacity of Chinese coolie-brokers in Penang, a 
determined effort has been made by tobacco planters in Deli and 
other tobacco districts in Sumatra to get their supply of labour 
direct from Swatow, and not through Penang. It is known that 
11 shipments of Chinese coolies to Deli took place in the last half 
of 1888, and 1,165 coolies were thus imported into Sumatra, who, 
under ordinary circumstances, would have come through Penang. 
This is the explanation of the diminution of the number of labour 
contracts prepared in Penang, so far as the Dutch colonies are 
concerned. 

The diminution of the supply of coolies for the Settlement and 
Native States is due to the competition of Sumatra. Tobacco 
planters can afford to pay much higher bounties than agriculturists 
in Penang and Province Wellesley, whose profits are much smaller, 
and the interests of the latter will probably continue to suffer, for 
the coolie-broker, naturally enough, will go on supplying labour 
to the man who pays him best. 

The Native States do not suffer to the same extent as Penang, 
partly, perhaps, because tin mining is more remunerative than 
agricultural labour, and partly because the mining industry is 
almost exclusively in Chinese hands. 

The competition for Chinese labour has led, in some cases, to 
evasions of the law by employers; and, as an illustration of the 
necessity for protecting Chinese coolies against their own country- 
men, I will describe the modus operandi. Coolies really imported 
by brokers are instructed to state at the Government depdt that 
they have paid their own passages. They thus escape detention, 
and are shipped at once to estates in Province Wellesley. Subse- 
quently, a local magistrate is asked to witness a contract between 
an employer and “some paid passengers, who have come to ask for 
work.” In the contract a large advance is entered, obviously to 
cover the passage money, which, as a matter of fact, has not been 
paid by the men themselves. This trick has been resorted to in 
order to get newly-arrived men removed from town and the 
influence of Deli crimps as soon as possible. Nevertheless, it 
deprives coolies of the protection, to which they are entitled, of 
having their contract concluded in the Protectorate, and local 
magistrates have been warned against witnessing singkeh contracts. 


baad 
| 
| 
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Peprer CULTIVATION IN PENANG. 


The following note appears in the Administration report of 
Penang for the year 1888 :— 

The cultivation of pepper, which, in the early days of the 
Settlement, was one of the chief industries of the island, is 
being taken up again, and, if successful, should give large profits, 
for the price of the article is high and the inhabitants of a free 
port can compete with advantage with planters in Achin (Sumatra) 
and Trang (west coast, Malay Peninsula), who have to pay an 
export duty. Small plantations in Penang Island promise well. 
In Province Wellesley, where a small colony of Achinese pepper- 
cultivators established themselves about 10 years ago, pepper 
planting has much extended. But the Achinese settlers did not 
prove readily amenable to revenue regulations. Up to 1888 they 
had paid nothing whatever for the land occupied by them, though 
they had cleared and occupied five times the area allowed to them. 
Settlement, however, has now been insisted on, and payment of a 
premium of 6 dollars per acre, and an annual rent of 50 cents an 
acre has been exacted. Each cultivator’s lot has been demarcated. 


IncrEASED Coat Output oF CANADA. 


The following notice on the increased coal output of Canada 
appears in the Canadian Gazette for the 10th October :-— 

According to the report of the Geological Survey of Canada 
recently issued, the production of coal in the Dominion for 1888 
was 5,289,000 tons, against 4,758,000 tons in 1887, an increase of 
about 500,000 tons. This increase is largely due to the develop- 
ment of coal operations in British Columbia. There the coal 
output was 413,000 in 1887, while in 1888 it was 489,301 tons. 
A large portion of the coal mined in British Columbia is dependent 
upon California for a market. The shipments to that State last 
year amounted to 345,681 tons. An increase in the output of the 
Nova Scotia mines is also noticeable, though it is claimed that 
portions of that section of Canada are still handicapped by the 
American duty, and likewise by the natural difficulties which 
present themselves in the attempt to reach the market of Ontario. 


SuccessFuL Fish Cunture CANADA. 


The following information respecting the progress of fish- 
breeding operations in Canada is extracted from a review in the 
Canadian Gazette of the 10th October of the last report of 
Mr. S. Wilmot, the superintendent of fish culture for the 
Dominion :— 

There are in Canada 12 fish hatcheries carried on by the Federal 
Government. The gross number of fry put out during 1888 was 
88,109,000, a quantity in excess of that put out in any previous 
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year. Nearly half of those were whitefish, namely 40,650,000 ; 
while of pickerel (doré) there were 25,000,000; of Atlantic 
salmon, 8,156,000; of salmon trout (Great Lake) 7,320,000 ; of 
Pacific salmon 5,807,000 ; of black bass 1,000,000: and of brook 
trout 176,000. 

Speaking of the past year’s work, Mr. Wilmot says :— 

* It is gratifying for me as your superintendent of the work to 
state that the several hatchery establishments with their apparatus 
and general appliances are in a good working condition ; that the 
output of young fish from them during the past season has been 
very large, and their distribution in the many waters of the 
country has been performed with safety and satisfaction ; and that 
the present crop of eggs now undergoing incubation in the several 
hatcheries presents a healthy and vigorous appearance. This 
state of affairs, together with the numerous evidences of success 
which have been voluntarily given by many parties engaged in 
the fishing industry of the country, all indicate that fish culture as 
pursued in Canada is active, progressive, and successful up to the 
limit which it has reached. Yet I am fully convinced the enter- 
prise has not become sufficiently expanded, nor is it placed upon 
such a broad and satisfactory basis as its importance demands. I[ 
therefore fully endorse the sentiments of the leading fish culturists 
of the United States, and the policy cf that country when it is 
said that : ‘ Public fish culture is most useful when conducted upon 
‘ a gigantic scale, its statistical tables must be footed up by tens of 
* millions. To count young fish by the thousand is the task of the 
‘ private propagator; and that the prosperity and wealth of the 
‘ fisheries of the present day are entirely under the control of 
* the fish culturist, to sustain or to destroy, and capable of immense 
extension.’ ” 

We have already remarked upon the abnormally large salmon 
eatch in British Columbia, and especially in the Fraser River this 
year. The value of the salmon catch in the province this year 
is estimated at no less than 2,500,000 dollars, a total which 
eclipses all previous records. To this result the extension of the 
system of fish culture to British Columbia has probably contri- 
buted very largely. Fish hatcheries were first established in that 
province in 1885, in which year 1,800,000 salmon fry were 
deposited in the various rivers and lakes of Vancouver’s Island 
and the main land. Since then the distribution has been increased, 
and last year the number of fry deposited was 5,807,000. 


Tue GrowTn OF CANADA, 


The Canadian Gazette for the 1¢th October last publishes the 
following notice :— 

* The Dominion Minister of Agriculture, speaking at Ottawa 
the other day, presented what he regarded as one or two very 
striking evidences of the general prosperity of the country. 
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Taking first the money of the people, he found this to be true. 
Deposits in the chartered banks had increased from 77,891,000 dols. 
in 1879 to 123,655,000 dols. in 1889, and deposits in the savings 
banks from 24,128,000 dols. in 1879 to 71,022,000 dols, in 1889. 
In these institutions farmers were the chief depositors. As a 
further proof he called attention to the growth of railways and 
railway business in Canada. This year there are 12,701 miles 
of line open, as against 6,255 in 1879. In 1879 there were 
6,523,000 passengers carried, and 11,416,000 in 1888 ; while the 
tons of freight carried increased within the same period from 
8,348,000 to 17,172,000, There could be no better indication of 
increasing population and commercial development than the facts 
he had given, and this could not but be deeply gratifying to all 
who loved to see the advancement of their country. If further 
evidence were wanting, they would be found in the marvellous 
growth of such cities as Ottawa, Toronto, Montreal, and other 
cities and commercial centres of the dominion.” . 


APPROACHING CENSUS OF CANADA. 


The Canadian Gazette, in its issue of the 17th October last, 
with reference to the approaching census of Canada, has the 
following :— 


“Canada will soon be preparing herself for her next decennial 
census, and the occasion suggests a few reflections, The forth 
coming summing-up of Canada’s growth will be the third in her 
history as the home of a united people. The first Dominion 
census was taken in 1871, and then there were but four provinces 
to come under the enumerators’ attention—namely, Ontario, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. Manitoba had, it 
is true, been admitted into the Dominion in the previous year, but 
as a record of her position was then taken, it was not deemed 
necessary to repeat the inquiry. The two other provinces, Prince 
Edward Island and British Columbia, were still without the 
Dominion, and were therefore the subjects of independent 
reckonings. As for the North-West territories, that [vast region 
was little else than a terra incognita to the white man, though its 
Indian population was placed at no less than 60,000. 


“ The 10 years which elapsed before the census officials again 
entered upon their tasks were years of great moment to the young 
confederation. Everything was new, and friction was inevitable, 
but in spite of it all Canada was able to show a good record. 
British Columbia and Prince Edward Island had come within the 
pale of the Canadian constitution, Manitoba had become the 
wonder of the world, and even the North-West territories were 
beginning to be thought of as something more than a vast 
desert waste, such as Sir George Simpson pictured to the British 
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-mind in earlier days. Hence 1881 showed distinct growth. The 
figures for the two periods stand thus :— _ 


— 1871. 1881. 

Prince Edward Island - - - 94,021 108,891 
Nova Scotia - 387,800 440,572 
New Brunswick - - - 285,594 321,233 
Quebec - - - - 1,191,516 1,359,027 
Ontario - - - - - 1,620,851 1,923,228 
Manitoba - - ~ 18,095 65,954 
British Columbia - - - 86,247 49,459 
North-West Territories - - o 56,446 

_ Total - - - 3,635,024 4,324,810 


“The mést marked growth had naturally taken place in the 
new province of Manitoba, where the centesimal increase was no 
less than 247:2, British Columbia came next, though at a very 
great distance, with 36°4 ; Ontario next, with and the. other 
provinces followed on with these records of centesimal increase :— 
Prince Edward Island, 15°8; Quebec, 14:0; Nova Scotia, 13°6 ; 
New Brunswick, 12°4. The rate of increase for the whole 
Dominion was 18°97 per cent., and if this rate of increase be 
miintained the census of 1891 will reveal a total population of 
5,146,523. It is not, perhaps, too much to hope that even this 
total will be exceeded, and that Canada will be able to boast of a 
population approaching five and a half millions. Compared with 
the sixty millions of the United States this may, of course, seem 
small, but no just comparison can lie in this respect between the 
young Dominion and her middle-aged neighbour. radian Canada 
with the Australasian colonies and a fairer contrast is presented. 
The Victorian Government Statist, Mr. H. H. Hayter, estimates 
that the population of the whole of Australasia on December 31st, 
1888, was 3,678,046, so that some time must yet elapse before 
the Antipodean colonies can total up among them the 4,000,000 
so often spoken of, and which it was expected by many would have 

reached before now. 


‘«« Another interesting feature of each previous census has been 
the origin of the people who go to make up the population of the 
Dominion. In 1881 it was found that no less than 58°69 per 
cent. of the inhabitants of Canada came originally from the United 
Kingdom, and 30°04 per cent. from France; so that these two 
countries furnished 88°73 per cent. of the population. The 
French were, of course, then, as they are now, more numerous in 
the province of Quebec, where they formed 79 per cent. of the 
population, while those that came originally from the United 
Kingdom formed the same proportion of the inhabitants of 
Quebec. Those of Scotch origin were in the greatest numbers 
in Nova Scotia and Manitoba, and those of Irish origin in Ontario. 
‘This state of things will probably have changed but slightly during 
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the past decade, though we may expect that Manitoba and the 
North-West territories will show a very considerable increase in 
the number of settlers who own Ontario as their birthplace.” 


Tae ForeigN TrRaDE OF NEWFOUNDLAND IN 1888. 


The following particulars of the trade of Newfoundland during 
the year 1888 are extracted from the Canadian Gazette for the 
31st October last :— 

The total trade of Newfoundland of the past year was some 
three and a half million dols. in excess of that of 1887. Ten and 
a half million dols. was the round total for 1887, and fourteen 
millions that for 1888. As regards the distribution of this, the 
United Kingdom stands, of course, at the head of the list. The 
imports from the United Kingdom were of the value of three and 
a quarter million dols., though the exports to the United Kingdom 
were of the paltry value of 600,000 dols. Canada stands next. 
From the Dominion, Newfoundland imported over two millions, 
and sent her only half a million in return; while to the United 
States there went 1,600,000 dols. of exports, with a return in 
imports of 327,000 dols. ‘The import trade with Canada is 
55,000 dols. in excess of that of 1887. The import trade with 
the United States, has, however, advanced by no less than 
265,000 dols. 


British CoLUMBIA AND ITS FUTURE. 


The Montreal Gazette, respecting the growth of British Columbia, 
has the following :— 

British Columbia has certainly not lagged behind the march of 
progress since it entered the Dominion. Its population is still 
small, something like 100,000, but it is a population of extra- 
ordinary vigour, enterprise, and public spirit. Only the adven- 
turous and courageous, and generally only those gifted with a 
good constitution, were likely to seek that distant province in the 
earlier years of its administration. It is still, indeed, in the 
pioneer stage, but the proportion of successful and wealthy 
persons will probably, in the coming census, be shown to be 
jarger than that of any of the older provinces. The coasting 
trade, a dozen years ago, was represented by a tonnage of 125,000, 
which must be multiplied by 12 to give the tonnage of the present. 
Lis situation offers it a large share of the control of the Pacific in 
the near future, while the railway at its back makes it an entrepdt 

between the New World and the Old. 
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Tae State oF Prince Epwarp Isianp. 


The Canadian Gazette for the 17th October last quotes the 
following from a speech by one of the members of the Dominion 
in the Empire :— 

Prince Edward Island is one of the happiest spots on the face 
of the globe. There are no powerfully wealthy people, but no 
paupers. The last census gave them 108,981, of whom 47,115 
are Catholics, the remainder belonging to different Protestant 
denominations, all living harmoniously together, although they 
have had their troubles. There are 16,665 owners of land on the 
island, and 13,629 occupiers. Agriculture is the principal 
resource of the country. There are, however, good fisheries. 
The manufactures are limited, but have rapidly developed of late. 
They consist of butter, cheese, starch and soap factories, tanneries, 
grist, saw and woollen mills, factories for canning and preserving 
meat and fish, carriage factories, &c. By the censns of 1881 the 
figures of island industries were as follows:—Capital invested, 
2,000,000 dols.; number of hands employed, 5,767; yearly 
wages, over 800,000 dols.; value of products, 3,500,000 dols, 


CHINESE POPULATION IN AUSTRALASIA. 


The Sydney Morning Herald says :— 

‘“‘ The latest statistics show the estimated number of Chinese 
residing in Australasia to be 57,300. Of the various colonies, 
New South Wales has the largest number, viz., 16,800, Victoria 
coming next with 12,564. The Chinese Restriction Act has 
practically stopped Chinese immigration to this colony, there 
having been only one arrival since it came into operation. In 
1861 the number of Chinese in this colony, according to the 
census, was 12,988; in 1871 the number fell to 7,220; in 1881 
it rose to 10,205, and this year to 16,800. The Chinese who 
reside within the metropolitan district are largely engaged in the 
manufacture of furniture.” 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE MELBOURNE SAVINGS Bank. 


The Cape Argus, in its weekly edition of the 16th October 
last, reviewing the report of the Melbourne Savings Bank for the 
year ending the 30th June, says :— 

The transactions numbered considerably over half a million 
(588,217), or 95,149 more than last year (493,068), the daily 
average being 1,961, against 1,643 last year. For the quin- 
quennial period the transactions have risen from 279,155, The 
number of depositors at June 30th last year was 94,036, at 
June 30th this year 108,640, or an average increase of just 280 
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weekly. For the quinquennial period the number of depositors has 
increased from 48,481, or an increase of 60,239 for the five years. 
The amount received from depositors for the year was 2,096,700/., 
and the amount paid 1,909,5512, or 309,132/ and 367,968/. 
respectively more than last year. The amount received from 
depositors for the year ending June 30th, 1884, was 964,409/., and 
the amount paid 966,869/. The amount to the credit of depositors 
on June 30th was 2,012,8021, as against 1,757,199 last year. The 
amount at credit of depositors at June 30th, 1884, was 1,090,954/. 
The total number of new accounts opened during the 12 months 
was 34,365, against 30,088 the previous year. The total number 
of new accounts opened during the year ending June 30th, 1884, 
was 16,488. The interest credited to the accounts of depositors 
for the 12 months reached the large total of 65,8361., while five 
years ago the interest credited was 37,8011. for the 12 months. 


VitaL STATISTICS OF QUEENSLAND. 


The Australasian for the 31st August last, with reference to 
the vital statistics of Queensland for the year 1888, says ;— 

“The vital statistics of Queensland for the year 1888 are 
published. Queensland, at the end of 1888, had a population of 
387,463 persons, an increase over the preceding year of 20,523, 
which, many will rejoice to hear, included no Chinese. It is very 
hard for a Chinese to get into Queensland under recent legisla- 
tion, and none seem to be trying to enter in an open manner. If 
new arrivals find their way in, it must be by the back-door, 
surreptitiously—that is to say, overland from the Northern 
Territory. Last year there were 819 fewer Chinese in 
Queensland than in the year before, and 556 fewer in 1887 
than in 1886, so that there could not have been any pressing 
cause for the last exclusion Bill. ‘I'he increase in the general 
population is in part obtained by an excess of arrivals over 
departures. Most of the colonies show an increase by this means 
(South Australia and New Zealand being recent exceptions), but 
the statistics are of doubtful accuracy, and tend to make the 
population of Australasia seem larger than can actually be the 
case. Queensland, however, takes the census every five years, 
and the Registrar-General is able to check his figures at short 
intervals. ‘The disparity in numbers between the sexes continues, 
as it must do for many years. In 1888 the males exceeded the 
females by 45,808. We do not include the Chinese and the 
Polynesians. Notwithstanding this disparity, Queensland stands 
above all the other colonies in the marriage rate. It would seem 
to follow that if more women went to Queensland the marriages 
would be more numerous, but probably the supply and demand 
about balance each other. There is a canaateeadle mining 


population in Queensland, composed mainly of — men, and the 
ilege of beholding 


inhabitants of the back blocks only have the pri 
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a specimen of the fair sex occasionally. From the fact that the. 
women are in excess of the men in Victoria it is evident that our 
sisters prefer single blessedness in a temperate climate to domestic 
happiness in a tropical one. Not quite as many females as males. | 
are born in Queensland, and the migratory part of the population 
mostly consists of men. A gcod many of the persons who married 
in 1888 signed with a mark—98 men, and 162 women. Tne 
number is large compared with the total number of marriages, 
probably because Queensland has continued immigration from the 
Old World longer than any of the other colonies. In the northern 
colony the age at which girls sometimes marry is 13, but the 
popular period is from 18 to 26.” 


PasTORAL INDUSTRY OF TASMANIA, 


The Australasian for 14th September last says :— 


The annual report of the Chief Inspector of Stock for Tasmania, 
which has recently been issued, throws considerable light upon 
the position of the pastoral industry in that colony, and reveals a 
state of things which can hardly be deemed satisfactory. Taking 
as a starting point the period when the number of sheep in the 
colony was at its maximum, namely the season 1877-78, with a 
return of 1,845,810 head, we find an almost unbroken decline 
in the total up to the season 1888-89, when the figures had fallen 
to 1,359,907. The maximum export of wool as regards quantity 
was attained in 1882-83 with 8,237,938 lbs., and as regards value 
in 1880-81, with 486,398/. worth. During the past season the 
totals had shrunk to 7,192,500 lbs., and 329,816/. respectively. 
The inspector attributes the decline in the industry primarily to 
the ravages of the rabbit pest, though recent dry seasons have also 
exerted some influence in this undesirable direction. Another 
unfavourable feature of the report lies in the returns of sheep 
imported chiefly for slaughtering, the figures having steadily 
increased for some years past, the climax being reached in 1888 
when 76,097 sheep were introduced into the colony, besides 2,975 
bullocks. The exports of stud sheep, however, show a wonderful 
growth, and form the one cheerful item in the report. The figures 
show that while in 1870 only 807 stud sheep, valued at 4,115/, 
were exported, during the year 1888 the total was 6,620, valued 
at 89,4697. The importance of the trade is of course fully 
recognised, and it is natural that in referring to it some allusion 
should be made to the check to its development which exists in the 
stringent dipping regulations of the Australian colonies as regards 
sheep imported by sea. On this point the inspector speaks 
strongly, arguing that, as his colony has been free from scab for 
nine years, and moreover adopts preventive measures to remove 
any danger of its introduction from outside sources, no valid 
reason can be shown for the opposition to the abolition of the 
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dipping regulations. The opinion is even expressed that the 
opposition of Victoria to the desired reform lies not so much in 
the dread of infection but in a fear of the competition of Tasmanian 
sheep-breeders. 


TRADE AND SHIPPING OF LAGosS. 


The following particulars of the trade and shipping of Lagos in 
the year 1887 are extracted from a report of the Governor of 
Lagos on the Blue Book of that Colony for the year 1887 which 
has recently been issued :— 

The value of the imports into Lagos during the year 1887 was 
415,343/., as compared with 357,831/. the previous year, and of 
the exports 491,408/ as against 538,980/., the surplus for the 
exports in 1887 being 76,125), as against 181,149/ for the 
previous twelve months. 

Shipping.—The total number of sailing vessels entered for 1887 
was 25, with a tonnage of 7,863, and crews amounting to 234. 
In the previous year the numbers under like headings were 35, 
10,255, and 324. For 1886 and 1887 no British sailing vessels 
entered, the vessels for both years were foreign. 

The sailing vessels cleared in 1887 totalled 24, with tonnage in 
the aggregate of 7,185, and 223 in crews. 

The number of steam vessels entered was 462, with a gross 
tonnage of 253,218, and a total in crews of 13,170. Of this 
number the British tonnage was represented by 188,051, as 
compared with 65,167 foreign. There cleared during the year 
463 steamers, with a tonnage in the aggregate of 250,557 and 
crews that numbered 15,812. Prior to 1873 records do not 
distinguish between sailing and steam vessels. In proof of, and 
by way of comparing, the growth of the trade since the cession of 
Lagos to the British Crown, it may be observed that whereas in 
1863, the year after the cession, the tonnage of shipping, both 
sailing and steam, only aggregated 29,591, in 1887 the colony 
was visited by 462 steamers, which grossed 253,218 tons (of which 
188,051 was British), and 25 sailing vessels with a total tonnage 
of 7,683 (foreign). 

The following particulars admit of ready comparison between 
1863 and 1887 :— 

In 1863, 99 vessels were entered with a tonnage of 29,591, and’ 
crews consisting of 1,789 persons, and in 1887, 487 vessels were 
entered, with a tonnage of 260,901, and crews of 13,404. 

Therefrom it will be observed that in 24 years the carrying 
power increased five times, and the tonnage multiplied itself 
nearly nine times, and the crews nearly eight times. 

Again, while in 1863 the foreign tonnage proportioned ,ths of 
British, in 1887 it reached nearly rd. In 1878 foreign steam 

ower, when it was represented by a tonnage of 4,251, first made 
itself felt at Lagos; in 1887 it had developed to 65,167. 
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AGRICULTURE IN TRINIDAD. © 


The following particulars respecting the progress of agriculture 
in Trinidad in the year 1888 are extracted from the report of the 
Commissioners of Trinidad in the Blue Book for that year :-— 

“ A new departure in the direction of agriculture was taken by 
two planters in the course of the year. One attempted to intro- 
duce the cultivation of cotton and the other added tobacco to the 
sugar industry. That these products can be grown here was a 
fact that needed no demonstration, the cotton produced formerly 
in Tobago having been considered of exceptionally fine quality, 
while tobacco grows readily if planted at the proper season. 
These attempts may, as experiments, be considered satisfactory, 
more especially that in regard to tobacco, one of the gentleman 
alluded to having produced a very fair sample, the only fault in 
connexion with it being its imperfect curing. 

“The Governor of Trinidad, who takes a very lively interest in 
the development of new industries, and to whom I submitted a 
sample of Tobago tobacco, was good enough to allow this island 
to benefit by the visit of a Cuban tobacco expert whose services 
had been engaged by the Trinidad Government. He reported 
most favourably of the tobacco that he saw and of the soil in 
which it was grown; and he further gave those interested in the 
question advice of the greatest value as to the growing and proper 
method of curing tobacco. 

“ There is always much disinclination to embark in new agricul- 
tural industries, and in this case the example set has not been 
followed ; but there is little doubt that, should the efforts of the 
pioneers be ultimately successful, the cultivation of cotton and 
tobacco will not be restricted to one or two individuals.” . 


ComMeERcIAL ConpiTIOn oF St. Lucia. 


The following particulars of the finances, population, trade, and 
shipping of St. Lucia are extracted from the report on the Blue 
Book of that colony for the year 1888 :— 

Revenue and Expenditure——The revenue for the year 1888 was 
42,2481, and the expenditure 43,1761, which excess of expendi- 
ture reduced the balance of 1,110/., with which the year started, 
to 184i. 

The revenue was 2,3001 more than in 1887, and showed a 
fair increase in all the principal items, such as Customs, excise, 
and licenses. 


Public Debt —The public debt on the 31st December amounted 
to 130,2002. 

Population—The year 1888 exhibited an excess of births over 
deaths of 530, of which 234 were males and 296 females. This 
natural increase raised the males to 21,110, and the females to 
21,721. But deducting the coolies who were returned to India 
during the year by the ship “ Moy,” these figures are reduced to 
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20,914 males and 21,590 females. The total population on 31st 
December may therefore be approximately set down at 42,504 souls. 


' Imports.—The following statement exhibits the value of imports 
during last year. 

United Kingdom, 75,1062. ; British Colonies, 22,8977. ; Foreign 
Countries, 42,8547. ; total, 140,8577. 

The value of the imports in 1888 was 25,232/, more than in 
1887. This increase occurred principally under the items cattle, 
flour, cottons, linens and woollens, hardware, fish, machinery and 
agricultural implements, manures, rice, tobacco, lumber, and 
articles for the army and navy, 

Among the British Colonies the trade increased principally with 
Barbados, Demerara, and St. Vincent. 

Of the foreign countries the increased imports took place from 
the United States, Colon, Dutch and Danish West Indies, and 
imports figure in the 1888 returns from New Brunswick and 
River Plate. 

In comparing the 1888 imports with those of 1884 we find 
that while they increased between those years from the United 
Kingdom and the British Colonies, they decreased from foreign 
countries such as the United States, France, and the French 
West Indies. 

The amount of duty derived from imports during last year was 
20,6861. 


Exports.—The following remarks are extracted from a report 
by the Treasurer on the returns of exports :— 

“The total value of the exports amounted to 122,2291., as 
against 117,743/, in 1887, or an increase of 4,486/. 

“ The exports of the ‘produce and manufacture of the colony’ 
showed an increase of 11,883/. over those of 1887, whilst the 
exports of ‘ British, Foreign, and other Colonial produce and 
manufactures’ were less by 7,397/, leaving the increase on the 
gross total at the figures stated above.” 


Shipping.—-The following statement gives a comparison of the 
number of sailing vessels entered and cleared between 1887 
and 1888 :— 

In 1887, 241 vessels weve entered with a tonnage of 12,900 
tons, against 219 vessels with a tonnage of 16,088 tons in 1888, 

iving a decrease of 22 in the number of vessels, and an increase 
of 3,188 tons in the tonnage. The number of vessels cleared in 
1887 was 237, with a tonnage of 12,814 tons, against 220 with 
a tonnage of 16,318 tons in 1888, giving a decrease of 17 in the 
number of vessels, and an increase of 3,504 in the tonnage. 


Returns oF THE Care OF Goop Hope. 

A communication, dated the 30th October last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
enclosing copy of a tabular statement, from which it appears that 
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ihe total number of paid telegraphic messages during the year 
ending the 31st of August 1889 was 1,056,052 (as against 
732,367 for the previous 12 months), of Government messages 
77,434 (compared with 72,047), and of railway messages 192,726 
(against 163,374). The total revenue from telegraphs during the 
year was 94,0092, including traffic receipts 89,582/., and private 
wire rentals 4,427/, against 62,794/. for the previous 12 months. 


PostaL REVENUE IN THE Care oF Goop Hope. 


A communication, dated the 30th October last, has been 
received from the Agent-General of the Cape of Good Hope, 
enclosing copy of a tabular statement, from which it appears that 
the sums collected on account of postal business in the Cape of 
Good Hope during the year ending the month of August last 
amounted to 240,477/, against a total of 207,1611. for the previous 
12 months. The several items comprising this amount were: 
Postage, 138,0311. (against 137,637/.); commissions on money 
orders, 8,034/, (against 6,335/.) ; poundage on postal orders, 403/. 
(against 3962.) ; and telegraph receipts, 94,009/. (against 62,793/.) 


Trarric EARNINGS IN THE CaPE oF Goop Hope. 


A communication, dated the 4th November last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
transmitting copy of a comparative statement from which it 
appears that the traffic earnings on Cape Government railways 
during the month of August amounted to 139,4391, as compared 
with 106,243/. for the corresponding month of 1888. The total 
traffic earnings for the eight months ended August are given at 
1,124,4067., as against 951,597/. for the corresponding period of 
the preceding year. 


Diamonp Exports FRoM GRIQUALAND WEST. 


A communication, dated the 4th November last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
transmitting a copy of a Cape Government notice, from which it 
appears that the exports of rough and uncut diamonds from the 
several divisions of Griqualand West during the month of 
September last, were as follows :— 

From the division of Kimberley, 174,200} carats, with a 
declared value of 286,148/. 10s. 1ld.; from the divisions of 
Barkly West, Hay, and Herbert, ni. 
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X.—PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE IN 
IRELAND. 


A communication, dated the 16th October last, has been received 
from Mr. F. Wrench, one of the Irish Land Commissioners, 
forwarding the following statement of the average prices of 
agricultural produce in the four provinces and for the whole of 
Ireland, collected by the Irish Land Commission, for the quarter 
ending 30th September 1889 :— 


Whole of | Whole of 
Leinster. | Munster.| Ulster. | Connaug nding Quarter Decrease 
Sept. 
28d.| £8d|£ 8 d.| £8 d. 
Wheat - percwt.| 0 6 73] 0 6 18 0 5 9% ~ 0 6 23/0 6 7] — 6°7 
Oats 0 6 23] 0 5113] 0 6 5 SF] 0 6 2/0 510%) + 5°0 
Barley - 0 6113) 0 — 066] 0 6 90 7 OF] 41 
Butter -percwt.| 4 6 4] 4 7 383 411 0 411 3 4 811) 44| 
- 216 93) 216 24) 218 53 217 21/217 33| — 02 
Mutton*- ,, 367] 3 711} 314 4 38 9 74313 4°8 
Fresh pork _,, 2 6 33] 2 2 13) 2 6103 - 25 14:2 4102) + 0°4 
Potatoes- , 0 4! 0 8 13) O 2108 O 2 93] O 8 O8F 0 2 OF) + 93 
Wool - perlb. | 0 0 8! 0 0 93] — 0 0 00 9/0 0 93 06 
yearold | 8138 6| 9 4 3] 813 6 961 819 4/818 4 | + 0°5 
First |2 yearsold} 1212 7/1214 7/1118 8; 12 9 2/12 8 5 8 + 
Syearsold] 1516 5/1519 5/1412 1510 0 |15 9 1 9 + 2°56 
18 8 9/17 5 5/17 8 9| 1715 7 | 1714 7318 1 0 - 17 
lyear old] 711 7| 716 9] 617 4 712 4 796/783 6/+ 41 
2yearsold}/ 11 0 0/101110|}10 7 4] 10 5 6 |1011 2/10 7 6 + 1°7 
cattle. | 3 yearsold| 14 3 8|1217 6/1112 6; 12 0.0 | 12138 5/1218 8 | — 2°0 
Springers | 1514 2/14 9 9/1313 14 9 7 | 1411 9/1414 7 | 0°9 
l year 6 6 6| 6 6 410 6 611 31/5 7 + 389 
= 99 8] 811 6| 79 8 714 38 8 63/8 5 8 | + 0°6 
cattle. | 3 yearsold| 1017 6/101010| 9 6 6 910 2 |}10 1 8/10 0 0 | + 0°6 
(Springers | 1117 6/11 2 5] 918 0} 10 5 5 |101510/1016 9 | — 0°4 
Lambs* -} 110 0/ 17 1 4 38 i 2°9 
2 311] 2 0 118 8 219 20 0/119 0 | + 2°5 
2 years old 
Landover] 2 3 5] 2 6 112 241 7 0 | —11°5 


* Prices of beef, mutton, and sheep represent the average of 1st, 2nd, and 8rd class qualities 
taken together. 
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X.—THE INFLUENCE OF TAXATION ON THE 
DIFFERENI METHODS OF PRODUCTION. 


At the meeting of the “ Société d’ Economie Politique de Paris,” 
held on the 5th October last, a discussion was raised on a question . 
by M. Raffalovich as to the influence of taxation on the different 
methods of production. MM. A. Raffalovich opened the discussion. 
He gaid :— 

“The Political Economy Society has discussed at another 
sitting the question whether taxation should serve as an instru- 
ment of moralisation, if the Legislature, having to provide for the 
expenditure of the State, should introduce into the establishment 
of taxes other considerations than those purely fiscal and 
economic. It would be interesting to examine the question 
whether it may be convenient to transform taxation into an 
instrument intended to stimulate industry? What influence 
should taxation exercise on the industry of a country? This 
question has been raised at the meetings of the Congress appointed 
to inquire into the intervention of the State in the prices of 
commodities, by M. Paul Delombre. 

‘ Captivated by the effects of what one may call home protection, 
he has constituted himself the advocate of the fiscal system which 
consists in making two parts of taxation, of which one is paid to 
the State and covers expenditure, whilst the other is reserved to 
the manufacturer who has manipulated his plant in such a manner 
as to draw from the material taxed a yield superior to that fore- 
seen by the legislator. M. Delombre calls that the impédt 
degrévement (reduction of taxation). A determined opponent of 
Customs protection, he admits however that taxation may be 
established in such a manner as to leave to the manufacturer of 
sugar a margin of profits which grows in proportion as his skill 
in manufacture increases. He urged, moreover, that this method 
of taxation might be extended to other branches of national pro- 
duction ; it would be, according to him, a means of awakening the 
spirit of invention, of encouraging people to develop new ideas. 
These arguments are very similar to those of persons who affirm 
that Customs protection is useful to acclimatise and to develop 
new industries in the country. 

“Now the taxpayer, that is to say the consumer of the sugar, 
pays to the manufacturer the bounty which the latter gains from 
the progress of his manufacture. We do not pay cheaper for sugar 
which, extracted in greater quantity than the presumed _ yield, 
escapes taxation, and one can easily calculate the sum collected 
by efforts of the administration for the profit of the sugar manu- 
facturers. In fact, the French consumer pays to the public Treasury 
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about 180 millions of frances ‘yearly; to the profit of the sugar 
manufacturers 90 millions in 1886-87; 68 in 1887-88; 52 in 
1888-89. Consumption pays the tax, but a part of this tax 
remains in the hand of the producer. Whenever taxation inter- 
venes with a reservation, whenever it is a question of stimulating 
or protecting anyone, the industry protected is observed to 
receive a remarkable impetus. It develops its productive power. 
Customs and fiscal legislation creating for it a monopoly on the 
home market, the home consumers do not purchase the whole of 
the quantity produced, which they are urged to buy as dearly as 
possible, and there is an excess for which foreign markets must be 
found if it-be not desired to lower the prices at home. 

“In order to avoid the congestion of the home market, the 
producers or refiners rid the market of these very considerable 
quantities by exports, which they endeavour to effect as largely 
as possible, One therefore usually sees the prices of refined sugar 
quoted at two different rates, according as it is a question of 
internal consumption or of sugar intended for exportation. The 
difference has ranged from 2 francs to 5 and even to 10 francs, 

* Thus the French consumer pays the whole of the tax, of which 
one portion only goes into the coffers of the State and the other 
goes to swell the profits of the producer, and serves as a bounty 
on exportation in order that the English may eat cheaper sugar. 

‘¢ Another example, namely, the taxation of alcohol in Germany. 
There the capacity of the manufacturing apparatus, the number of 
the operations, and the quantity of raw material used are taxed. 

“ This method of taxation has resulted in stimulating the technical 
progress of the industry. The manufacturer has been interested 
in improving his processes in such a manner as to obtain a yield 
greater than that supposed by the legislator. In extracting more 
of the substance to be changed into a manufactured product, he 
diminishes his indebtedness to the Treasury. Besides, when he 
exports his merchandise and obtains a drawback, or a remission 
for denaturalisation, he receives from the Treasury more than he 
has paid. There is a bounty on exportation at the same time 
that the production is stimulated. | 

“ Thus, the taxation of alcohol in 1868 [imagined a fictitious or 
legal yield of 4°8 per cent. At present the Government supposes 
a yield of 8 per cent. Asa matter of fact alcohol to the extent 
of 9,10, and even 11 per cent. is obtained. This shows what 
an enormous margin of profits there is for the large distilleries 
scientifically worked. In 1887 legislation was changed in order 
to meet the excessive production of alcohol, in consequence of 
this legislation being founded on the fictitious yield and to favour 
the agricultural industries and distilleries more than the industrial 
distilleries, ‘Thus, when one makes taxation an instrument of 
education for industry, the latter develops very rapidly, production 
exceeds the demands of the consumers, because oftentimes it is 
not accompanied by a diminution in price in consequence of the 
Customs duties, or indeed if there is depreciation on the home 
market, it is in excess of what it would have been if the State 


570 * INFLUENCE OF TAXATION ON METHODS OF PRODUCTION. 


‘had not intervened to make’ itself the instructor of the manufac- 
turers. Another anomaly is that taxation acts here in such a way 
as to precipitate the concentration of the industry into a few 
‘powerful hands, that it is very favourable to the large capitalists 
and unfavourable to the small producers. 

“ Without being opposed to large industrial enterprises, far from 
‘that, I believe that it is a veritable injustice to hasten the dis- 
appearance of the small and feeble by means of a fiscal law. 

“The same considerations may be applied to the incidence of 
the Customs duties on national industry.” 

In conclusion, M. Raffalovich explained the reasons which made 
lim consider, at all events theoretically, the tax on the manufac- 
tured product preferable to the tax on the raw material or on th 

rocesses of manufacture. 

M. Paul Delombre remarked, in the first place, that the taxes 
on production necessarily affect it; the State deals with all the 
material taxable, seeing that no particle escapes. 

“ Should it not have other aims, and, by moderating taxation, 
measured according to the initiative of the producers and the 
increase of production, so succeed in stimulating both, as much in 
its own interest as in that of the producers joined to the host of 
consumers ? 

- A remarkable application of this idea was made in 1884. The 
production of sugar in France was more than half ruined. Whole 
departments, in which the cultivation of the beet formed one of 
the principal sources of wealth, were menaced with a most serious 
agricultural crisis. What did the State do? Following ‘the 
example of a neighbouring country, it- urged a more intelligent 
assessment of the tax as the remedy to the sugar crisis. 

*‘ Instead of continuing to levy and to follow the whole of the 
sugar produced, it endeavoured to interest the producers in the 
development of their production, in the improvements of their 
machinery, and in the advancement of cultivation. The tax was 
levied on the beet-root, and calculated so that, beyond a fixed 
yield, all the sugar produced was exempt from taxation. . 

“ Foreseeing that this exemption wouid assume very large pro- 
portions, and wishing tu safeguard the interests of the budget, the 
State commenced by raising the rate of duty. This also 
increased the importance of the remission promised on the excess 
of yield, or ‘ manufacturing bonuses. The manufacturers were 
all the more stimulated to produce indemnified sugars, so that 
the exemption in prospect was very large. 

“ What have been the effects of this reform in taxation? They 
have exceeded all hopes. Sugar production has attained in a few 

ears truly extraordinary proportions ; the cultivation of beet has 
eds transformed ; the factories have renewed their plant; the 
importation of German sugars is entirely stopped; we have 
become exporters; on vast territories, threatened by misery and 
want, work and comfort have been maintained. Finally, as to the 
Treasury, not only has it escaped the losses which a prolongation 
of the sugar crisis might have inflicted, but, owing to the progress 
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of home production, it obtains by the taxation of sugar, in spite of 
the decrease in foreign imports, a sum about equal to that which 
it obtained before the reform. 

‘« A simple modification in the method of assessment has sufficed 
to bring about such results. The State, moreover, has power to 
-make the reductions according to circumstances, whether the 
financial situation requires an increase in Treasury receipts, or the 
brilliant prosperity of production shows that the sacrifices of the 
State have become excessive, if not even superfluous. 

“Tt may be asked if the consumers have also benefited. The 
reform of sugar taxation, effected with a view to influence pro- 
duction, has evidently, from that point of view, fully succeeded ; 
agricultural labourers, landed proprietors, constructors of plants, 
amanufacturers of sugar, have drawn from the reductions made to 
them a magnificent share. But have the consumers benefited 
by it? 
, F To this question there is not a housekeeper who would not 
reply in the affirmative; the price of sugar has in fact fallen. 
However, the State committed, in 1884, a mistake, which has 
certainly prevented this fall from being what it might have been, 
in presence of the simultaneous reduction of prices on forei, 
markets; while it operated favourably on production by the 
reform of taxation, it prevented the consequences of this as much 
to the consumers, by increasing to a large’ extent the protective 
duties on sugars. The natural levelling of prices has not since 
then been established, and, owing to the Custems barriers on the 
one hand, and to the organisation of French refineries, on the other, 
it results that the sugar produced in France is dearer within our 
frontiers than outside. Another instance of the anomaly of the 
protective system.” 


M. Ernest Brelay asked if it was really a question of taxation 
which had been dealt with by the preceding speakers? Debating 
this question, he said :— 

“It is simply a question of certain manifestations of protection, 
which at the present time constitute a violent reaction against 
the better principles of 1789, since there is really re-established 
a feudalism by taking from everybody to give to a few. I was 
in the woollen industry when the prohibition was raised, and this 
branch of business tripled then in importance, by giving rise to a 
considerable exportation. France purchased, in London, Australian 
wools, worked them up, using, at the onset, English machinery, 
and the dyed tissues were afterwards sold to the English, to the 
Americans, to all the nations of the world; they asked not to be 
protected. All this while the cotton manufacturers, who received 
their raw material direct, complained that they were ruined by 
foreign‘competition, and the same was the case with the metal- 
lurgists, although the tariff granted them a protection of 6 francs 
per quintal on an article, the current price of which varies from 
11 to 14 francs. This Customs artifice has not benefited in a 
substantial manner those persons interested ; the duties have given 
rise to home competition so keen as to annul protection. The 
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head of a very large industrial undertaking, who is constantly 
demanding, in order to please his shareholders, the maintenance 
of the tariff, complained last week that dividends became smaller 
and smaller, and had necessitated a new reduction in the wages 
already paid. 

«One cannot help recognising, as being to say the least reason- 
able, the pretension of manual labourers to be treated like those 
who employ them. 

“In America, this state of affairs has become very acute, and has 
taken the form of a series of struggles among the various classes. 
On the one side are those who profit by and abuse the tariffs, 
on the other those who consider them as generators of all mis- 
fortunes. 

“I recommerd a reform of which M. Marc Maurel has con- 
stituted himself the initiator at the Congress of Syndical Chambers 
—which consists in effecting, each year, a reduction of one-fifteenth, 
one-twelth, or one-tenth, according as the Customs duties fixed, 
represent 15,12, or 10 per cent. of the value.” 

M., Albert Delatour said :— 

“TI cannot agree with the conclusions of M. Delombre. After 
the attractive picture which M. Delombre had drawn of the 
economic anarchy, and of the incoherence of legislation founded 
on the incessant intervention of the State, there is some ground 
for astonishment at seeing him aim at forcing the State still 
further in this way of intervention. 

“Certainly, it is very tempting when progress is considered 
desirable, for the country to fly to taxation in order to accomplish 
it, but it is to open the door to legislative arbitrariness, more to 
be feared than the uncertain temper of the.Government. Fiscal 
jegislation must not have any other aim than to procure resources 
for the Treasury, aud to assure a just distribution of fiscal burdens. 

“‘ This was the case, moreover, in our whole system of taxation 
from the time of the constituent assembly up to recent years. But 
in 1884 there was inaugurated a new fiscal policy with the sugar 
law, intended to encourage the sugar industry and the cultivation 
of the beet. Quite recently modifications have been introduced 
in the licence laws, not, which would be only just, with a view to 
re-estublish the proportion of the taxation to the revenue, but 
with a view to check the excessive development of some of the 
large warehouses. 

“‘ Finally, it is intended to modify our alcohol régime, up to the 
present founded on taxing what is actually produced, in order to 
make a tax on the presumed yield and a means of protection for 
the agricultural distillery. 

“This is not then the moment to urge public opinion in a 
direction towards which it is inclined too much. already. It is 
necessary on the contrary to check it, not only by appealing to 
principles, beyond which there is only arbitrariness, but also in 
showing how deplorable and how disquieting for the future are 
the results which have hitherto been attained in those countries 
in which a similar policy has been adopted.” 


q 
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M. Albert Delatour gave two examples of this: the sugar 
régime in France, and that of alcohol in Germany and Switzer- 
land. After having shown the important features of our present 
legislation on sugars, he points out how far the difference between 
the legal yield and the actual yield determines an increased 
bounty of at least 25 per cent. of the amount of the chief duty, 
how this bounty tends to over-production, and how finally the 
French manufacturers find themselves obliged to sell their 
indemnified excess on the English market at a price lower than 
_the actual cost price. He shows how far this legislation is anti- 
economic, contrary to the interests cf the French consumers, and 
to those of the Treasury. It goes even, according to him, 
counter to the true interests of the sugar industry, because by 
favouring it thus temporarily and urging it to over-production, it 
prepares for it a terrible crisis for the day, perhaps nearer than 
is expected, when foreign countries will combine to close their 
markets to France or force that country to suppress the bounties. 

As regards alcohol, M. Delatour points out the evolution which 
has been manifesting itself for some years in the Jegislation 
of most of the countries of central Europe. For a long time 
they have protected the distillers by bounties, but he has failed 
to recognise that with the excessive development which the 
bounties give to production, this production will one day have 
necessarily to be restricted. According to the countries and their 
democratic or aristocratic organisation, the interested persons 
are the peasants, as in Switzerland, or the large landed pro- 
prietors, as in Germany, and they have been favoured by certain 
benefits and by remissions in taxation. ; 

Sugar legislation in France and that affecting alcohol in 
Germany are, it is true, two different methods of intervention by 
taxation in the direction of industry. This latter method is the 
most arbitrary, it makes principally a manifest attack on the 
superior principle of equality before taxation, but that is the fatal 

oal to which ove is driven when engaged in the way of interven- 
tion. Both besides are a cause of over-production, and they excite 
an economic disturbance, as is always the case when there is 
artificial organisation. Finally, it is still, according to M. Delatour, 
a form of protection, more pernicious perhaps than Customs 
protection ; for it is the protection of one branch of industry 
against the other branches of the same national industry, it is 
the arbitrary and partial intervention of the State in the domain 
of competition. 

M. Leon Say was of opinion that the preceding speakers had 
not treated the question as he understood it. ‘This is how he 
put it: being given a taxable article, is it better to tax the 
raw material, which is the basis of that article, or indeed the 
manufactured product, and that exclusive of any consideration 
applying to the Customs question ? 

“Taking an example, an hypothesis ; would it be better to tax 
coffee in the berry or black coffee, ready made? Is it necessary to 
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tax the earth or the agricultural product? Is it not necessary 
- to avoid the grave inconveniences of the tax on the product, 
which requires—for example, with aleohol—the careful supervision 
of all the operations of manufacture, and of the product itself, in 
all its changes ? ” 


M., René Stourm said that it appeared to him very difficult to 
distinguish, as M. Leon Say wished, between the special influence 
of the Customs duties and that of the internal duties on the 
condition of the sugar industry. Then he endeavoured to refute 
the argument of M. Paul Delombre, which qualified the sugar 
law of 1884 as the lot de dégrévement. 

* M, Delombre has exposed, in astriking manner, the pernicious 
influence of the protective taxes on the frontier. But whilst he 
condemns the latter, he reserves his approbation for the protective 
duties in the interior. It is, then, for this reason that he applies 
to the law of 1884 the most unmerited epithet of “loi de dégréve- 
ment (law of reduction). 


‘The law of 1884, in fact, is not a law of reduction, but quite 
the reverse. Before 1884, in virtue of the law of 29th July 1880, — 
the duty on sugar was only 40 francs per 100 kilos. This law 
of the 29th July 1880 was verily a law of reduction, since the 
tariff was reduced, by its provisions, from 70 to 40 francs. Thus, 
the collections which, before 1880, reached 200 millions, fell, 
immediately after, much below this figure. However, it was 
estimated that at the expiration of four or five years, in 1885, the 
progression of consumption, stimulated further by the lowering of 
the duty, would cause the assessments to regain their old level 
of 200 millions ; thus, provisionally, the surpluses of the receipts of 
old budgets were applied to the deficit on sugars. The law of 1884 
reversed all thesc combinations. With a view to ward off a crisis 
which, notwithstanding its gravity, would be, as every other crisis, 
only transient, the law of 1883 organised a new system of assess- 
ment, according to which the tax was thenceforth levied on the 
weight of beets worked. As regards the tariff, it was raised from 
40 to 50 franes. Then, some years after, in 1888, the tariff was 
further raised to 60 francs. So that at the present time the duties 
on sugars, fixed at 40 francs before 1884, have since, and in virtue 
of this law of 1884 and of the laws based on it, been increased to 
60 francs. This is 20 francs (or 50 per cent.) more. 

“‘ Undoubtedly it may with truth be urged that the budget has 
been reduced. There, in fact, the reduction has been only too 
effective: the receipts very plainly show it. In place of the 200 
millions to which return should gradually be made, after the shock 
of 1880, there has been recovered no more than 138 millions. At 
the present time about 175 millions has been reached, but that is 
because the operation of the law of 1884 has been, to a large 
extent nullified by the division of the tariff of 60 francs into two 
parts: the one of 40 francs levied exclusively on the beets, the 
other of 20 francs affecting the whole of the finished products, 
conformably to the old method of collection. 
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» “But when reduction is spoken of, it is the taxpayer only who 
is kept in view: has the latter been relieved? By no means; 
he pays at the present time a tariff of 60 francs, in place of a 
former tariff which did not exceed 40 francs. The considerable 
fall in the price of the commodity has solely benefited the consumer, 
The prices of sugar, in fact, have not ceased falling up to quite 
recently ; it was the beginning of this fall which provoked the crisis 
of 1884. It has accentuated since; but that is an international 
phenomenon which is not peculiar to France. In London, sugar 
has been bought at 15 centimes per lb., and to-day the pound is not 
worth more than 20 centimes. In France it is readily bought at 
60 centimes. This difference of 40 centimes between the two 
prices results, in the first place, from the tax of 30 centimes ; 
then, for the 10 centimes remaining, from the inferior weight of 
the English pound (453 gr.) compared with the French pound, 
and from the favours shown by the exporters to the English 
market. The French consumers, therefore, unfortunately bear 
the whole of the burden of the 60 francs duty instead of 40 francs 
as formerly. 

“Tf the State receives less, whilst the public pays more, where 
does the difference go? Every one knows that it goes direct 
to the manufacturer, under the name of ‘indemnified excess ;’ 
the law of 1884 has allowed the manufacturers the benefits of 
large bounties. The amount of these bounties, according to the 
official report, has reached 232 millions of francs from 1884 up 
to the end of 1888. For 1889, they will amount at the least. to 
70 millions. That is the intentional result of the law of 1884: 
to procure a bounty to the manufacturers of sugar, an exorbitant 
bounty, representing a part of public taxation appropriated to 
their benefit. The manufacturers do not contest the existence of 
this bounty ; they cannot, moreover, since the figures are shown 
on the accounts of the officers of indirect taxation. They simply 
excuse themselves by saying that they do not entirely benefit by 
it, but that they let the agriculturist also profit by it. 

“ I do not enter into the debate raised on this subject between 
the agriculturiste and the manufacturers. J simply sum up the 
various conclusions arrived at. These irregular processes of 
taxation engender such confusion that the State no longer knows, 
80 to speak, what it is doing. It does not know where the 
money which it collects from the public goes; it cannot tell 
exactly, in fact, who profits by it. It does not know, more- 
over, what is or what will be the extent of its sacrifice; the 
promoters of the law of 1884 had estimated this sacrifice at a 
maximum of 36 millions, and it is seen that it exceeds 70 
millions of francs. What will it be in 1889-90? This is im- 
possible to tell, as nobody can foresee how far the legal yield of 
7°50 per cent. will be exceeded this season. The State gives 
up its taxation without knowing to whom or to what extent. 
It would be a thousand times better, as M. Paul Delombre so 
justly said d propos of the protective duty on the frontiers, if a 
subvention were annually inscribed for a fixed amount in the 
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budget of expenditure. The legislator and the public would. 
then, at least, know exactly what they are doing: 

“Taxation should not be diverted from its exclusive réle, which 
consists in providing for the needs of the budget. Taxation is 
the provider of the budget, that is its sole legitimate mission. 
The right which the State possesses of dipping into the pockets of 
the taxpayers is, by reason even of its exorbitant character, a right 
strictly limited. As I have already said at a former meeting, 
when these fundamentary principles are abandoned, confusion 
and injustice are created, and, in wishing to regulate artificially 
the distribution of wealth in the heart of the country, risks are 
incurred of bringing about one day crises much more serious 
than those from which one has endeavoured temporarily to escape.” 

M. Arnauné was of opinion that the system of taxation on raw 
material is very tempting. He quoted an example borrowed from 
Belgium. When the tax on beer was levied on the vat itself and 
its capacity, the brewer overloaded the vat, and produced bad beer 
while benefiting from a more abundant production. 

M. Leon Say expressed his regret at the difficulties surround- 
ing the solution of a question such as that which had just been 
discussed. From the observations that had been made it appeared 
to him to be inconvenient in taxation affecting raw materials to 
favour a protectionist policy. Taxes on raw materials ought 
always to be fixed according to the legal yield, and then there 
arises the question of a bounty on exportation. 

M. Lavollée was of opinion that the law of 1884 was only an 
expedient, and a provisional expedient which would last but a 
short time. 
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XI.—COMMERCIAL CRISES AND THEIR 
PERIODICAL RECURRENCE IN FRANCE, ENGLAND, 
AND THE UNITED STATES. 


The second edition of a work entitled “Des Crises Com- 
merciales et de leur Retour périodique en France, en Angleterre 
et aux Etats-Unis” by M. Clément Juglar, Vice-President of 
the Société PEconomie Politique de Paris, and published by 
Guillaumin & Co., of Paris, has recently been received at the 
Board of Trade. The work is divided into the three following 
parts:—I. Theory of Commercial Crises. Il. History of the 
Crises. III. Influence of the Crises on the economic conditions. 
In the introduction to the first edition here reproduced, M. Juglar 
deals with the circumstances in which his work was undertaken, 
and states :— 

“Tn an article on the development of the population in France, 
and principally on the movement of marriages, births, and 
deaths, our interest had been awakened by the very consideralle 
variations observable in the different fortunate or unfortunate 
years of abundance or of want. We had indeed recognised, what 
had already been indicated, the grievous influence of want, of 
wars, of epidemics; but we wished to assure ourselves if there 
should be in the movement of business and in commercial trans- 
actions a new cause, beneficent or otherwise, which, connecting 
itself with the preceding, would combine to further aggravate 
them by a fatal coincidence. 

“ The most valuable publications relating to the various banks of 
France, England, and Germany have been issued by men who are: 
recognised as the greatest authorities in these matters. All, in 
recognising that commercial crises are not a new fact, but the result. 
of serious change in the movement of credit and in the productive - 
functions of society, have been too much pre-occupied with the epoch 
in which they wrote, and have sought to explain by special and 
particular circumstances, not by general causes, the origin and 
the nature of the crises, At all times the principal event of the 
moment has been taken as the cause of all the evil. Sometimes 
it was an internal or external disturbance ; and then it was so easy 
to blame the bad constitution of the banks of issue, and especially: 
the artificial limit which they place on their operations by making 
them depend on the metallic reserve. Moreover, banks undergo 
the crises and do not produce them ; to suppress the obligation to 
cash notes on presentation in coin is to bring about in a very 
short time their inevitable depreciation. Proof has been forth- 
coming in France, England, and the United States, and everywhere 
it has been conclusive. As regards credit, it formerly offered 
insufficient resources, and it brought about serious disturbances 
for insignificant causes. At the present time it has considerably 
extended, as the transactions of which it is the object present a 
more vulnerable surface, and, when they are disturbed, they cause- 
a more extended crisis. 
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“ Bad harvests, the dearness of cereals, famines, by their 
periodical recurrence, happen very often simultaneously with the 
large reserves held by the various banks, and bring a new compli- 
cation to an already sufficiently unhappy condition of affairs, 
Their presence is not, however, indispensable to produce a 
commercial crisis. 

« A war abroad (for example, the Crimean and Italian wars), 
a large market closed to imports and exports (such as happened 
during the War of Secession), can excite uneasiness or stopp 
in a certain number of industries, but cannot produce a commercial 
crisis. They prepare the way for or give the final touch to it; 
and a proof of this is, that in France and in England the years 
1854 and 1855 were the best of the period. In France, in 1860, 
notwithstanding the blockade of the Southern States, the total 
figure of the imports and exports exceeded that of former years, 
In England, the total exports, which amounted to 135 millions 
sterling in 1860, fell to 125 millions in 1861, an amount still 
greater by three millions than all the former maxima, decreasing 
only by 10 millions, while the complications on the American 
market caused a loss of 12 millions. 

* Commercial treaties have only a secondary influence. 

“ The inflation of home and foreign trade at prices raised by 
speculation, and not at natural prices, is one of the chief causes of 
the difficulties in respect to the sale of products. ; The last holder 
not being able to get rid of them at an advanced price, all 
the exchanges are stopped, the rapid fall of from 25 to 30 per cent. 
in a few months, effacing, as ‘in an instant, the high prices of 
several years.” 

In the introduction to the second edition M. Juglar states 
that very few changes have occurred since the first edition of 
his work was published. Since 1800 prosperous periods, crises, 
liquidations have succeeded each other in regular order, not only 
in France, but throughout the whole world. Everywhere, says 
M. Juglar, where official documents permit us to follow the 
movements of trade, we meet series of years more or less 
fortunate, or more or less unfortunate ; in all cases the resuscita- 
tion is rapid and extends the circle of operations further. He 
adds :— 

“Tf the breaking out of the crisis occurs at a single point, it 
is not long in spreading and affecting all the places which have 
business relations with it. In 1882 in the United States, the 
crisis delayed manifesting itself and only broke out 18 months 
after, yet, notwithstanding this, since 1882 the rise in prices 
stopped, although the market for some time with difficulty 
maintained its equilibrium. 

“The same delay had already been observed in France and in 
England in respect to the crises of 1837 and 1864. In the two 
countries they appeared to be over in 1838 and in 1864, when 
the first broke out again in France and in England in 1839, the 
second in England only in 1866. The market had resisted, there 
was at first only a semi-liquidation ; it was necessary, however, to 
liquidate and the inevitable fall came a little later. 
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‘* Wars and revolutions do not play the part some are inclined to 
attribute to them. Thus, in the midst of the wars of the Empire, 
with the continental blockade, the progress of business was not 
interrupted ; it even developed, in France and in England, in 
spite of the struggles of their armies. 

“‘ Revolutions have not a more direct influence on crises. That 
of 1830, in France, brought about a state of affairs which scarcely 
merits the name of crisis; it stopped a movement which, in 
England, continued up to 1832. 

“ The revolution of 1848 broke out after the crisis of 1847; the 

riod of liquidation had already commenced, a period more 
fraught with danger for the whole of the nation than the breaking 
out even of the crisis, which affected the houses chiefly engaged 
in large speculations, whilst the slackening and suspension of 
business diminished labour for the workmen. 

“ The crisis of 1847, the general uneasiness which resulted from 
it, was one of the causes of the revolution of 1848; how could 
the revolution have any influence on the crisis which preceded it ? 

“In 1870, the unexpected declaration of war at a time when the 
maintenance of peace appeared quite assured, required an instan- 
taneous liquidation of affairs. France was subjected to a premature 
and forced liquidation, whilst, the movement continuing in other 
countries, the crisis only came to a head in 1873. 

“The same anticipated liquidation, before the crisis of 1864, 
happened in the United States on the outbreak of the War of 
Secession. 

“The years of famine have no longer the injurious influence 
which they had formerly, as is proved by the recent high prices 
of cereals in 1877. 

‘‘ Thus, none of the great accidents which are encountered in the 
life of the people have a direct influence on the breaking out of 
crises, even when everything is prepared, when the elements of 
explosion exist and only want a spark to set them alight. The 
measure, it is true, can oftentimes be full in a country, and then 
the crisis breaks out a little sooner in one place, as was seen in 
Europe in 1882, whilst the explosion only took place in the 
United States in 1884. 

“If unfortunate events—the commencement of war, famine, 
disease—cannot influence crises, neither can fortunate events 
influence the return of the prosperous period. 

“Thus the calm re-established by the coup d'état of 1851 was 
the signal for a brisk inflation of business, but this inflation was 
already manifest after the liquidation of the crisis of 1847, and 
before the dénouement of the revolution of 1848, 

“The periods of prosperity, of crisis, of liquidation, while 
experiencing the influence of fortunate or unfortunate events of 
which the life of the people is made up, are not the result of 
chance ; they arise from the conduct, the activity, and chiefly from 
the habits of thrift in the population, and from the use of capital 
and credit placed at its disposal.” 
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XII.—FINANCIAL RESULTS OF THE LIFE 
ASSURANCE COMPANIES OF AUSTRIA-HUNGARY 
1888. 


The Austrian Statistische Monatschrift publishes in its last 
issue detailed and summarised statements of the financial 
positions of the national and foreign assurance companies carrying 
on business in Austria-Hungary. p 

It appears from this publication that no new assurance com- 
panies came into existence in 1888, accordingly information is, 
as in the previous year, forthcoming for 19 national assurance 
companies, 10 of which are proprietary, and the remaining 9, 
mutual benefit societies. With regard to the foreign under- 
takings, although the number remains unaltered yet the companies 
with regard to which fiscal statements are available are greater 
in number by one, viz., the “ New Yorker Germania,” making a 
total of 20. The foreign assurance companies have been dealt 
with in greater detail this year than in former years by the 
Statistische Monatschrift. 

With regard to national assurance companics it may be stated 
generally that the year 1888 was not quite so favourable as the 
preceding year, although the profits of insurances included under 
the heading “ Capitalsversicherungen” exceeded those of the 
previous year by about 2,000,000 gulden. The Monatschrift 
explains that under this term are comprised policies which 
necessitate each a separate contract, and which become payable 
either in case of death or upon the attainment of a given age. 
This excess of about 2,000,000 gulden is, however, stated to have 
been more than counterbalanced by the value of the policies which 
were allowed to lapse, which value exceeded that of 1887 by 
4,000,000 gulden. ‘The cause of this falling off is attributable 
to the easy-going disposition which characterises the Austrian 
people, in virtue of which they readily make up their minds to 
effect insurances which they are unable from want of means to 
keep up, and which accordingly they allow to lapse with equal 
unconcern. The assurance companies do all in their power to 
discourage over-insurance, the effects of which must be hostile. 
to their interest, as the whole or partial forfeiture by such insurers 
of the money invested creates enemies for the companies. 

The Monatschrift deals with insurance under four headings, 
viz., (a) the above-named capitalsversicherung, (b) gegenversich- 
erung (or re-insurance), which is said to be an extension of the 
Erlebensversicherungen or endowment assurances, differing from 
the latter in so far as they do not call for separate contracts and 
entail premiums amounting only to about 4 or % per cent. per 
annum, that is, only a fourth or a sixth part of the premiums for 
ordinary life assurance; (c) annuities; and (d) “ Uberlebensasso- 
ciationen” (Tontines),which latter, however, are gradually dying out, 
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In the case of the first kind, which, as already stated, includes 
policies payable either at death or upon attainment of « given 
age, the value of fresh policies entered into in 1888, excluding 
endowment insurances pure and simple, was 70,227,859 gulden, 
or 56,555,477 gulden to the proprietary companies, and 
13,672,382 gulden to the mutual offices. The amount of claims 
paid was 7,442,775 gulden, or 5,596,255 gulden by proprietary 
companies, and 1,846,520 gulden by the mutual offices. The 
value of lapsed polices was 39,602,612 gulden, or 32,742,494 gulden 
for proprietary companies, and 6,860,118 gulden for mutual societies. 
The total value of the policies in force in 1888 was 418,089,796 
gulden, or 307,030,604 gulden for proprietary companies, and 
111,059,192 gulden for mutual benefit societies. Mortality was 
favourable, considering that the sum actually paid for death claims 
was less. than was expected by 450,000 fl.; but, on the other 
hand, 56°4 per cent. of the value of fresh insurances effected was 
absorbed by the cases of lapsed insurance. If we take into con- 
sideration, in conjunction with the figures just given, those relating 
exclusively to endowments, or policies payable only upon attainment 
of a certain age, then the total value of fresh insurances effected 
becomes 99,179,937 gulden, of claims paid 10,715,897 gulden, and 
the value of policies in force becomes 590,673,742 gulden, or 
435,457,376 guiden for proprietary concerns and only 155,216,366 
gulden for mutual benefit societies. The total value of the 
capitalsversicherungen for 1888 exceeds that of the previous 
year by 36,553,658 gulden, 77 per cent. of which is due to the 
share capital concerns. The Statistische Monatschrift states 
that it has frequently expressed its regret that mutual benefit 
companies should have so limited a power of extension in Austria, 
while the co-operative principle is in such universal favour in 
Germany, England, and America. 

As an instance of the manner in which these kinds of insurance 
which are comprised under the term capitalsversicherungen have 
progressed, figures are given showing that while in 1873 the total 
value of policies under this head was, in round numbers, 240,000,000 
fi., at the end of 1888 it amounted to 590,673,742 fl., showing, in 
round numbers, an increase of 360,000,000 gulden, or an annual 
average increase of 22°5 millions of gulden, from which it is deduced 
that the effects of the competition with foreign enterprises of a 
similar nature have been rather wholesome than otherwise. Figures 
are also given showing that the percentage of value of lapsed policies 
to the total value of policies in force in each year from 1876 to 
1888 has been steadily diminishing, the figures being for 1876. 
14°4 per cent., aud for 1888, 8°6 per cent., although, as previously 
stated, the total value of policies allowed to lapse in 1888 exceeded 
the corresponding figure for 1887 by 4,C00,000 gulden. 

With regard to gegenversicherungen, which, as already mentioned, 
the Statistische Monatschrift states to be enly a development or 
extension of the endowment insurances, it appears that only 
10 national companies furnish data of this class of insurance. 
There were, at the end of 1888, 47,819 such policies in force, or 
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1,029 less than in 1887, with a value of 64,874,755 f1., or 619,941 
less than in 1887. 

The sale of annuities is effected by all national companies 
except two, the “ Transylvania” and the “ Giselaverein.” There 
were 6,056 contracts for annuities in force at the end of 1888, 
representing annuities to the value of 1,098,516 f1., of which 
475,000 fl. were already being paid, which figures show an 
increase, as compared with 1887, of 52,983 fil. The very slight 
increase under the heading of annuities shows that the Austrians 
still evince their characteristic disinclination to sink capital in 
order to increase their income. 

Uberlebensassociationen (tontines) are, as already stated, dying out. 

The total number of assurance and endowment policies in force 
in 1888, as far as national companies are concerned, was 472,560, 
representing the value of 696,559,366 gulden, or 32,777,137 gulden 
in excess of the corresponding figures for 1887. 

The number of annuity contracts we have already given with 
their value, showing at the same time how they stand in com- 
parison with the corresponding figure for 1887. Of the 32,777,137 
gulden by which the insurance policies of 1888 exceed those of 
the preceding year, 85 per cent. falls to the credit of the proprietary 
companies. 

The total receipts of national assurance companies, from all 
sources, amounted in 1888 to 30,934,319 gulden, ze., 2,974,908 
gulden in excess of the previous year’s receipts. Of the total 
receipts, 23,452,578 were on account of premiums, which sum is 
divided between proprietary companies and mutual benefit 
societies in the proportion of 17,662,538 to the former and 
5,790,040 to the latter. 

The total assets for national companies amounted to 187,034,238 
gulden as compared with 179,010,980 gulden for the previous 
year, showing an increase of 8,023,258 gulden. 

The Statistische Monatschrift further gives interesting infor- 
mation as to the manner in which the capital was invested, from 
which it appears that 93 per cent. of the investments were of an 
interest-bearing nature. 

Of foreign assurance companies there were, as already stated, 
20 in Austria-Hungary in 1888, with a total value of policies in 
force (excluding annuities), amounting to 135,392,297 gulden, 
or 14,151,810 gulden in excess of the corresponding figure for 
1887, an increase the like of which has not taken place in any 
previous year. Of the 20 companies, five contributed a sum of 
more than 1,000,000 gulden towards this increase, and eight con- 
tributed sums of less than 100,000 fl, while in the case of one 
company there was actually a falling off of 15,000 fi. as compared 
with 1887, and a total falling off of 690,000 gulden is recorded 
for five other companies. 

Very incomplete data are forthcoming with reference to annuities 
effected by the foreign companies, as only six companies give any 
account of them, but the figures which are published regarding 


FINANCIAL RESULTS OF LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES. 583 


these six companies show a considerable increase upon the 
corresponding figures for 1887, ‘ 

That foreign assurance companies are making their way is 
shown by the fact that whereas in 1875 the per-centage borne by 
the total receipts of premiums by foreign companies to the grand 
total of premiums received by all companies, national as well as 
foreign, was only 1°5 per cent., it now stands at 19°4 per cent. 

The total value of assurance and endowment policies in force in 
Austria-Hungary at the end of 1888 was 726,066,039 gulden, as 
compared with 677,037,018 gulden for 1887. 

With regard to the steady growth in importance of the foreign 
insurance companies, it is stated that it is only in the large towns 
that they exercise a detrimental influence upon similar national 
enterprises, as most foreign companies seem to concentrate their 
attention on the large towns, and even in these centres of life only 
such national companies suffer as are indifferent in securing fresh 
insurances. It is stated that, on the whole, the effect of this 
competition is beneficial, and acts as a stimulant to greater activity, 
for which there is yet plenty of scope, when it is considered that 
only 1°5 per cent. of the total population is insured. 


XITIL—FACTORY INSPECTION IN AUSTRIA. 


The following information on the subject of factory inspection 
in Austria is extracted from the last report of the United States 
Consul at Prague :— 

The law creating inspections of industrial establishments went 
into effect June 17th, 1883. It consists of 20 sections, and its main 
provisions are given in the following synopsis. 

The Minister of Commerce is authorised to appoint, with the 
concurrence of the Minister of the Interior, the necessary number 
of factory inspectors in the different provinces, and a general 
inspector. He may also appoint special inspectors for certain 
branches of industry whose districts may comprise different 
i aang Only persons having the requisite knowledge of 

usiness and speaking the languages which prevail in their 
respective districts may be chosen for the office of inspectors. 

It is the duty of the inspectors to enforce the existing laws and 
regulations in regard to— . 


1. The arrangements and provisions to be made for protecting 
the lives and the health of operatives, both in workshops 
and dwellings. 

2. The mode of employing workmen, the hours of work, and the 
periods of rest, 

3. The registry of operatives, factory rules, payment of wages, 
and working men’s certificates. 


4, The instruction of apprentices in the trade, 
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When the inspector produces his commission, issued yearly by 
the chief administrative officer of the province, the factory owner 
or manager is bound to permit him to enter the shops and the 
dwellings of the operatives at all times, but in the night time only 
when the shops are running. The owner or manager has a right 
to accompany him during the inspection. 

The inspector is authorised to put questions to any person 
employed on the premises on subjects within the scope of his 
official cognizance, if necessary, without the presence of witnesses, 
avoiding, as far as possible, any disturbance of the business. 

If entrance is denied to the inspector, or information refused, 
or employés are prevented from giving the information asked for, 
or urged to make false statements, the owner or manager makes 
himself guilty of an offence punishable under the factory code, 
unless the ordinary penal code is applicable. When the inspector 
finds that the factory laws and regulations are neglected or 
violated, he is obliged to insist upon an immediate correction of 
the failings or abuses. Should it be refused, he has to notify the 
proper authorities in order to enforce compliance through regular 
official action, and such authorities must in their turn notify the 
inspector of their action, from which he has a right to appeal to a 
higher instance. 

henever the health of the employés appears to be endangered 
through the methods used at any manufactory, the inspector may 
ask the proper authorities to secure the assistance of experts and 
physicians in making an investigation, and if the defects charged 
by the inspector are found to exist the expense is to be borne by 
the owners. It is further made the duty of the inspectors to 
assist the manufacturers in complying with the law, to mediate 
between the employer and the employed when differences arise, 
and to try his best to maintain good relations between them. 

The inspectors are required to report yearly to the Minister of 
Commerce, containing a list of the accidents met with by the 
operatives in the discharge of their duties, with their causes, and 
with suggestions of such legislative or administrative measures as 
may be in the interests of both employers and employed. 

The inspectors are bound by their oath not to divulge any 
information they may become possessed of concerning the business 
condition or management of different industrial establishments, 
and particularly all such information the secrecy of which is 
enjuined by the owners of factories. A violation of this rule, and 
the use of the acquired knowledge of such secrets for his own 
benefit, either during the term of office or after, is punished by 
imprisonment from three months to two years, unless the ordinary 
penal code provides severer punishment. 

An inspector must not be engaged in any industrial business 
either himself or by proxy, or be employed in any capacity in 
connexion with such business. He is not allowed to accept 
compensation of any kind or nature from the employers or work- 
men, and is bound to refuse their hospitality if offered. 
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Fourteen inspectors of factories and a general inspector have 
been appointed under the law. During the first trial, voices were 
loud prophesying the certain failure of the institution. The 
manufacturers were mostly hostile to the system of inspection, 
trying to impede its workings, and workmen were dismissed in 
some cases for bringing their grievances before the inspectors. 

In regard to the enforced reduction of the hours of work from 
12 to 11, it was asserted that it would cripple Austrian industry 
in its struggle with foreign competition, but evil prophecies have 
not been fulfilled, and the system of factory inspection has by this 
time become popular even with the employers of labour. 

The first annual reports were made in 1885, and the reports for 
the year 1888 have recently been published. From the latter it 
appears that the factory inspectors have prevented many a strike, 
caused the redress of numerous just grievances, and brought 
about the adoption of measures in many factories for the pro- 
tection of the operatives against acccidents and injury to health. 

In the course of last year the factory inspectors received 2,780 
applications for advice, assistance, intervention, and mediation 
from factory operatives, and 1,350 applications from employers. 
They intervened successfully in favour of the operatives in 1,785 
cases, and refused 757 such applications as not being well-founded 
During the same time the inspectors rendered opinions in 3,490 
eases, and took part in 1,590 commissions and investigations. 
The number of orders and directions given by them in regard to 
better arrangements, ventilation, heating, lighting, &c., exceeds 
in the same period 10,000. The number of factories and shops 
inspected by them was 4,068, as against 4,190 during the previous 
year, with 270,000 operatives. There are in this Empire about 
370,000 establishments subjected to the supervision of those 
officers, and since the creation of the present system of inspection 
until the close of last year there were 16,000 premises inspected. 
Hence it would appear that the number of inspectors is far too 
small for a comprehensive and thorough working of this last in 
the early period of its existence. 
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XIV.—GOVERNMENT AID TO HORSE-BREEDING 
IN ITALY. 


The following is extracted from a report on Government Aid 
to Horse-Breeding in Italy which has recently been issued from 
the office of the Board of Agriculture :— 

“The May number of Annali di Agricoltura, the valuable 
journal published under the auspices of the Italian Minister of 
Agriculture, is entirely devoted to the provisions made by the 
Government of Italy to improve the breed of horses in that 
country. From this it is seen that the encouragement given, 
both in direct and indirect forms, is very great. Among the 
direct forms are the establishment of stations for stallions, Stazionz 
di monta, in all parts of the country, the cost of whose construc- 
tion and maintenance is borne by the district, Commune. There 
are also seven Centres, Depositi, or headquarters, from which 
stallions are sent from time to time to the stations. Three-fourths 
of the cost of building and maintaining these falls upon the 
province in which they are located, in proportion to the number 
of stations and the number of stallions within them, the other 
fourth is charged to the district. 

“The. Government provides stallions which are selected and 
purchased by committees appointed by a council, Consiglio 
ippico, consisting of the Director-General of Cavalry, the Com- 
mandant of the Royal Horse Corps, delegates nominated by the 
National Veterinary School, and, besides others, seven members 
chosen by the Minister of Agriculture, of whom four must be 
owners of studs. 

“Everything connected with horse-breeding is regulated by 
this Council, which is consulted by the Ministers of Agriculture 
and War upon these questions. 

“In pursuance of a law passed in 1887, to take effect upon the 
lst of January 1889, a Royal decree was published in June 1888, 
prohibiting the use of stallions for service by private individuals 
unless they have been duly certified as sound and suitable in all 
respects, by a commission, Commissione ippica, appointed for each 
province in the kingdom. These commissions consist of a member 
nominated by the Minister of Agriculture, who shall be the 
president ; a veterinarian, appointed also by the Minister; a 
breeder of horses, nominated by the Prefect, Prefetto, of the 
province. Each commissioner may charge travelling expenses, 
first-class by railway, and 34d. per mile by road, and 8s, for each 
day occupied in examining stallions. In this season of examina- 
tion (1889) 870 horses were examined by the various commis- 
sioners in the regions of Piedmont, Lombardy, Venice, Liguria, 
Emilia, Marches of Umbria, Tuscany, Lazio, South Adriatic, 
South Mediterranean, Sicilia, and Sardinia. Of these 818 were 
certified as fit for service. These 870 stallions submitted for 
inspection belonged to 620 owners. 

“Tn addition to the stallion stations there are five establish- 
ments for purchasing and bringing up colts bought in the 
neighbourhood, and for collecting horses for army purposes. These 
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are termed Depositi di allevemento, They are at Persano, Palma- 
nova, Groseto, Portovecchio, Scordia, and Bonorva. From 1883 
to the end of 1888, 41,021 colts had been purchased and brought 
to these establishments. Of these 31,961 were distributed in the 
cavalry and artillery. In 1888, 4,095 colts were bought in 
Piedmont, Lombardy, Venice, Emilia, Umbria, Lazio, Sardinia, 
Sicily, and other parts of the kingdom; 2,407 horses fit for 
service were also purchased for army service by means of these 
allevementi, besides 22 French mules. The average price for the 
colts was 25/.; that for the horses 37/.; and 33/. per head for 
the mules. No less than 9,895 colts were presented for purchase 
at the allevementi, of which 5,800 were refused for various causes, 
unsoundness, exorbitant price, and excess of age; 1,705 were 
under the standard of height. During 1888 the number of 
horses sent to the army from the allevementi was 3,989. 

“The directors of these depositi for rearing and collecting 
horses furnish reports to the Government as to the progress and 
work of each establishment, In most of these there are state- 
ments showing that much improvement has been effected in the 
horses of the respective districts by the influence of the stallion 
stations, and the examination of the stallions belonging to private 
individuals. ‘Thus, concerning the deposito of Pisa, the director 
says that ‘in the province of Pisa there is a sensible advance in 
‘ breeding year by year as well in point of numbers as in stamp 
* and type. 

“Colonel Ranuzzi remarks of the deposito at Groseto that the 
animals are ‘better made, more strong, and vigorous.’ Colonel 
Gerini, in charge at Persano, speaks of the improvement in the 
horses in some of the provinces, and suggests that the number of 
Government stallions should be increased, as being so much more 
satisfactory than those belonging to private individuals. 

“The report from Sardinia is, however, not quite so satisfactory. 
Colonel Sosso observes that the number of horses rejected was 
large, chiefly owing to deficiency in height, caused, he is inclined 
to think, by the excepticnally inclement winter. 

“ In the season-of 1888 there were 209 stallion stations, stazioni 
di monta, as against 201 in 1887. ; 

“‘ During the season of 1887 there were 360 stallions on service 
at the 201 stations, to which 13,006 mares, were brought, an 
average of 36°23 mares per stallion. Of these 6,910 proved in 
foal, but from abortion, 965; death, 211; sale, 242; the actual 
produce was only 5,495; or 2,752 colts and 2,740 fillies. 

“ 225 mares were not allowed to be covered in 1888 for various 
reasons. The average fee paid for the 12,255 mares covered in 
1888 was 12. 7s. The amount ranged from 61. 5s. paid per head 
for 31 mares put to an American trotter, Amber, to 4/7. for 41 
mares put to an English thoroughbred, Andred, to 10,578 mares put 
to various sires at 10s. per head. The fee for no less than 307 
stallions was only 10s. The total amount received for fees for 
the 1888 season was 7,000/. 

** Among the stallions in the season of 1888 were 74 English 
thoroughbreds, 94 half-breds born in England, 5 common oe 


horses born in England, and 2 cart stallions, making altogether 
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170 horses born in England, out of the 365 stallions at the 
stations in 1888. 

‘The report of the Commiesioners appointed to buy horses in 
1888 and 1889 in England is interesting. The Commissioners 
were Professors J. Baldessare, Captain Masino, and Signor Cine, 
a veterinary surgeon. They visited 26 studs in Norfolk, 6 in 
Suffolk, 12 in Yorkshire, 12 in other counties. They examined 
238 stallions, of which 198 were inscribed in the Hackney Stud 
Book, and 40 in the general Stud Book. 

“Lamentations are made by the Commissioners over the 
decadence of the breeding of half-bred horses in England, as 
evidenced by many facts and especially by the willingness of the 
owners of the hackney stallions to take much lower prices than 
in the previous year for the same animals. Thus the owner of 
one horse is said to have refused to take ‘one p2nny less’ than 
1,0007. for him in 1887, and accepted 400/. in 1888; while 
the possessor of another sold him for 500/, though in 1887 
he declared he would not sell him at any price whatever. In 
spite of a most suitable climate, and the renowned skill of the 
English breeders, and all the aids given to encourage horse-breed- 
ing by societies and by the Royal Commission in placing the 
services of the best stallions at the disposal of breeders at a very 
low rate, the breeding of horses, according to the opinion of the 
Italian Commissioners, is not by any means advancing. 

“To encourage horseracing a sum of 1,700/. was given by the 
Government for flat racing, and 7602 for trotting races in 1888. In 
the case ot the flat races this was divided among 17 race societies, 
Societé di corse al galoppo, to whose funds the Jeckey Club and 
the municipalities in the provinces also largely contributed. For 
flat races in 1888 the sum from all sources amounted to 21,340/. 

“Trotting races are also held under the auspicies of societies, 

.Societa di corse al trotto. To these the contributions from all 
quarters equalled 3,8001. 

“ Prizes were given at the Agricultural Exhibition of Aquila for 
stallions, mares, colts, fillies, and groups of saddle and light 
draught horses, also for heavy draught stallions, mares, colts, and 
fillies. These consisted of 11 gold, 15 silver, and 5 bronze 
medals, and 265/. in money. Towards these prizes the Govern- 
ment contributed a proportion. Premiums were also awarded to 
the private owners of the best stallions. The amount spent by the 
Government in 1888 upon exhibitions and premiums was 1,498/. 

“The expense to the Government of the seven centres, Depositi, 
and 209 stallion stations for the year 1888; that is for wages, 
forage, veterinary attendance, saddlery, harness, shoeing, insurance, 
including the 3,875/. for race premiums, prizes at exhibitions, and 
premiums for stallions, was 46,8907. Adding the amount spent 
in purchasing 97 stallions, 18,750/., the total sum spent is equal 
to 65,6407. It will be remembered that the construction and 
maintenance of the buildings fall upon the provinces and com- 
munes.” 
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XV.—JAPANESE LACQUER AND WAKASA WARE. 


The London and China Telegraph for the 28th of October - 
last says that at a late meeting of the Chemical Society at 
Washington Mr. Romyn Hitchcock read an interesting paper on 
Japanese lacquer and Wakasa ware, of which the following is a 
brief summary, the paper itself being of considerable length :— 

Japanese lacquer is the product of a tree (Rhus vernicifera) 
which grows throughout the main island of Japan. It attains a 
large size, and will live for forty years, but only comparatively 
young irees are valued for the production of lacquer. Having 
yielded for several years they are cut down, the lacquer extracted 
from their branches, and young trees take their places. The best 
lacquer comes from Yoshino, in Yamato. The lacquer exudes 
from horizontal cuts in the bark, in the form of a rather viscid 
emulsion, and may be collected from April to the end of October. 
In the spring it is more watery than in the later months. It 
exudes slowly, and is collected by means of a pointed, spoon-iike 
instrument, and transferred to a wooden receptacle or tube of 
bamboo, Several cuts are made in each tree, the last as high as 
aman can reach. Having thus prepared a dozen or more trees in 
rapid succession, the collector begins to collect the juice from the 
cuts in regular order, beginning with the one first cut, Having 
finished the collecting, he takes other groups of trees, and after 
about four days returns to the first, where, after removing the 
accumulated yield, he cuts again into the same trees, and repeats 
the same process 15 or 20 times, Thus the work may go on for 
80 to a 100 days. | 

As the sap first exudes, it is a greyish white, thick, or 
viscous fluid, which quickly turns yellow, and afterwards black, 
where it is in contact with the air. The sap thus collected 
is hi-urushi, urushi being the general name for lacquer. An 
inferior kind is obtained from the branches when the trees are 
cut down. The branches are soaked in water for several months, 
then taken up and slightly warmed, when a small quantity of sa 
exudes. This is seshime urushi. The lacquer is strained throug 
cotton cloth to free it from bits of wood and dirt, first being 
thoroughly stirred to break up lumps and make a uniform mixture. 
The product thus purified is known as seshime urushi; but this 
name, which has already been used to designate the lacquer from 
the branches, has now a different meaning, and is applied to the 
cheaper kinds of raw lacquer, such as are used for the first coats. 
in Jacquering. These lacquers have usually lost some of their 
water by stirring in shallow receptacles exposed to the sun. They 
have undergone no further preparation. 

Many varieties are prepared for special purposes, ranging in 
price from one or two to ,six or seven dollars per kilogramme. 
These differ in quality and colour. There is a famous black 
lacquer prepared by the addition of iron, which forms a chemical 
combination to be mentioned further on; while red, green, 
yellow, and other colours are imparted by the addition of various _ 
pigments, as cinnabar for red, orpiment and indigo together. for 
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green, orpiment for yellow, &c. Certain lacquers have a small 
proportion of drying oil (perilla oil) added to them. 

The most important and abundant constituent of lacquer is 
urushic acid, which occurs in the form of minute spherules. 
The acid is obtained by evaporating the alcoholic solution to 
a syrupy liquid. The evaporation must be carried on over a 
water-bath. If too much heat be applied a tough, black, rubber- 
like substance is obtained, which only strong nitric acid would 
affect in the slightest degree. Although the drying, or rather 
the hardening properties of lacquer are doubtless due to the 
oxidation of urushic acid, the product extracted by alcohol . 
possesses no drying qualities. This fact was first observed by 
Professor Rein, in 1874. More recently Professors Korschelt and 
Yoshida have found that a peculiar albuminoid of lacquer affects 
the drying by a diastatic or fermentive action. The fact seems to 
be that the lacquer hardens only hen the albuminous substance 
is present. If heated above 60° C., or above the temperature at 
which albumen coagulates, the lacquer will not dry. Besides 
urushic acid and the albuminoid, raw lacquer contains a gum 
resembling gum arabic, which doubtless imparts some - useful 
properties to the lacquer, and a volatile acid, to which Professor 
Rein ascribes the poisonous effects of lacquer. 

A portion of the raw lacquer, about 16 pounds, is poured into a 
large circular wooden vessel, and vigorously stirred with a long- 
handled tool for five or six hours, while the heat of a small 
charcoal furnace is ingeniously thrown upon the surface to 
-evaporate the water. During the stirring certain ingredients may 
‘be added from time to time. The roiro, the fine black lacquer 
already mentioned, is made by adding iron at this stage. In Tokio 
a soluble salt of iron is used, but the Osaka manufacturer objects 
to that, asserting that it injures the quality of the lacquer. The 
material used in Osaka is the fine iron dust collected from the 
grinding of knives. This is added in quantities of about a teacup- 
ful of powder mixed with water at a time, until the desired colour 
is obtained. When the work is finished the lacquer is poured into 
a vessel to settle and is afterwards drawn off from the sediment. 

The wood generally used for lacquer work is the light, easily 
worked hinoki, a coniferous wood. It is prepared to receive the 
lacquer in various ways. For inferior work it is first covered with 
paper, but in the finer qualities paper is not used. These 
operations apply to the manufacture of that variety of lacquer 
known as Wakasa lacquer. The wood is first carefully smoothed, 
and the corners of the boxes strengthened by glueing pieces of 
cotton or hemp cloth around them with raw lacquer. All joints 
and imperfections are then filled with tsugi urushi, which fills 
like putty. This is a dark-coloured mixture composed of rice- 
four made into a paste with water, and mixed with seshime urushi. 
It soon hardens, so that it can scarcely be cut with a knife. 
Sometimes finely cut hemp is used with it. The work is then 
covered with a mixture of seshime urushi, and a coarse powder of 
a yellowish colour. The mixture is soft, of a yellowish-brown 
colour, changing to black by exposure to the air, and is called 
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jinoko, The article is left for a few days in the open air to allow 
some of the water to evaporate, after which it is placed in a moist- 
air closet to harden. In this way a very hard gritty surface is 
obtained, affording an excellent ground for the succeding coat. 
This process is not applied in making inferior goods. 

The next process consists in covering the entire box with two coats 
of lacquer containing a fine powder, which is a kind of ochre much 
used in Japan for cleaning and polishing. This is likewise evenly 
spread. Three coats of this are applied over the joints. The 
object of this process is to secure an even, smooth-grained surface 
for subsequent work. The surface is finally rubbed down with a 
kind of stone. The parts that are not to receive any decoration 
are now ready for the finishing applications of Jacquer. The other 
parts are next covered with a black lacquer. Two coats of black 
lacquer are now applied. The first is rocro put on with a broad - 
brush. This dries with a brillant reflecting surface. When quite 
hard the second application is made, and in this, while still soft, 
the designs are impressed. 

In the Wakasa lacquer there is no painting or drawing, but 
the figures are produced in a very curious manner. The white 
decoration is applied by dropping egg-shell powder in patches 
here and there, This is done very skilfuliy by the hand. The 
other designs are made by pressing various forms of leaves 
into the soft surface. Thus, the radiating or wheel-like pattern 
is produced by so arranging the needle-like leaves of the pine, 
the more complex leaf-pattern with the leaves of an ever-green, 
while many other effects are made by scattering over the surface 
husks of rice, and these mingled with very short pine needles. 
The mother-of-pearl from shells is also used. The designs 
become more or less modified by the subsequent operations. The 
lacquer retains the impressions thus produced, when, after the 
leaves, &c., have been embedded about a day, everything excent 
the egg-shell powder and mother-of-pearl is removed. The article 
is then put in the moist closet until it is thoroughly hardened, 
which may require 10 days or a fortnight. The egg-shell is in 
little heaps, the leaf impressions are beneath the general surface. 
Tt is now necessary to fill up all depressions and once more secure 
an even surface. The first step ts to rub down the most con- 
spicuous projections until there is much less irregularity of surface 
but even after several successive coats of lacquer there will remain 
some elevations and depressions. The next application is a 
transparent lacquer coloured yellow with arsenic sulphide. This 
is spread as evenly as possible. The object is to afford a yellow 
ground for the gold which is to follow. A thin coat of shiu-ai- 
urushi is spread over this, and the whole completely covered with 
gold leaf. Then successive coats of the same lacquer, which is of 
a transparent red, are applied until the surface is quite even. The 
surface then appears entirely black, beneath which all the gold and 
decorations are concealed. 
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XVI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. General Report to the Board of Trade in regard to the Share 
and Loan Capital, Traffic in Passengers and Goods, and the 
Working Expenditure and Net Profits from Railway working of © 
the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom for the year 1888. 
(C.—5860.) Price 3d, 


This is the annual report which sums up the returns as to 
capital and traffic made to the Board of Trade under the 
“ Regulation of Railways” Act. 

The report states that the railway returns of capital and traffic 
annually issued by the Board of Trade show the development of 
railway business over a period of 35 pone Within this time the 
length of lines opened for traffic has increased from 8,053 to 
19,812 miles, the paid-up capital has risen from 286,000,0001. to 
nearly 865,000,0002., the number of passengers conveyed has 
increased from 111,000,000 to 742,000,000, and the gross 
receipts of the companies, which amounted to about 21,000,002. in 
1854, have grown to 73,000,000/. in 1888. 

If the results shown by the returns for 1888 are compared 
with those of the years more immediately preceding, it appears 
that the financial improvement noted in the last report has been 
more than maintained. This is especially true of goods traffic, 
the gross receipts from which show an increase of 33 per cent., 
against an increase from 1886 to 1887 of 24 percent. Accordingly, 
despite new investments of some magnitude, the average rate of 
dividend paid on ordinary capital rose to 4°22 per cent. from 
4°08 in 1887, and 3°94 in 1886. 

In 1888 the total paid-up capital of the railway companies of 
the United Kingdom was increased by 18,724,000/, a larger 
increase on the capital of the previous year than has taken place 
in any of the last 10 years except 1882 (when the increase was 
22,372,0002.), as will be seen from the subjoined table :— 


Year. Amount of Capital. Increase. 
£ £ 
1879 717,003,000 18,458,000 
1880 728,317,000 11,314,000 
1881 745,528,000 17,211,000 
1882 767,900,000 22,372,000 
1883 784,921,000 17,021,000 
1884 801,464,000 16,543,000 
1885 815,858,000 14,394,000 
1886 828,344,000 12,486,000 
1887 845,972,000 17,628,000 
1888 864,696,000 18,724,000 
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This amount, 18,724,000/., represents an addition of about 
24 ne cent, to the capital paid up at the end of 1887, and is 
made up of about 11,500,000/. added to the capital of English 
companies, nearly 7,200,000/. to the capital of the Scotch, and a 
small amount, 82,000I. only, to the capital of the Irish companies. 


These figures, however, overstate the case if taken to represent 
the investment of fresh capital; the increase in the paid-up share 
capital of the Great Northern Company of 1,800,000/., and about 
5,000,000/. of the total increase of capital shown by the North 
British Company, are in fact nominal additions in connexion 
— the consolidation and re-arrangement of previously existing 
stocks, 


The increase of capital during 1888 was so distributed as not 
to affect the proportion which has now existed for the past ten 
years between ordinary, guaranteed and preferential, and loan 
and debenture capital. The amounts of each class of capital 
paid up at the end of 1888 were :—ordinary capital, 322,338,4461. ; 

ranteed and preferential capital, 323,504,8197.; and loans and 
ebenture stock, 218,852,6981, bearing respectively the pro- 
portions of 37, 38, and 25 per cent. to the total paid-up capital. 


Traffic and Traffic Receipts—With regard to the volume of 
work performed by the railway companies and their gross earnings, 
it will be convenient;to compare the gross receipts from each kind 
of traffic in 1888 with those of the preceding year. 


Recerets from each of the DirrerENT Descriptions of 
TRAFFIC in 1887 and 1888 compared. 


— 1887. 1888. Increase. | Per-centage 
Increase. 
Million Million Million 
£ £ £ 
Passenger trafic - - 30°6 31°0 0°4 1°3 
Goods traffic - 87°3 38°8 1°5 
Miscellaneous* 3°0 3°1 3°3 
Total - - 70°9 72°9 2:0 2°8 


* Miscellaneous receipts include rents, tolls, revenue from steamboats, and other 
items, 


These figures show a slight increase in miscellaneous receipts, a 
substantial increase in those derived from passenger traffic (main- 
taining the average rate of increase of the past 10 years), and a 
very considerable rise in the receipts from goods traffic, the 
increase in which, as compared with the previous year, is greater 
than in any year since 1880, 
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2. Administration Report on the Railways in India for 1888-89, 
by Lieut.-Col. Conway-Gordon, Director General of Railways. 
(C.—5770.) Price 2s. 3d. 


The report states that the length of railways open for traffic in 
India at the end of 1887-88 (31st March) was 14,383 miles; the 
length added during 1888-89 was 886 miles; deducting certain 
branch lines which have been closed, the total length of open line 
at the end of 1888-89 was 15,245 miles. 


The chief sections opened during the year 1888-89 were— 


110 miles of the Bengal-Nagpur railway, 
303 miles of the Indian Midland railway, and 
222 miles of the Toungoo- Mandalay extension 


Of the total open line of 15,245 miles, 9,796 miles are worked 
by Guaranteed, Assisted, and other companies; 4,998 miles are 
worked by direct Government agency ; and 451 miles are worked 
by Native States. 


Including unfinished lines, the total capital expenditure on all 
railways up to 31st December 1888 amounted to Rs. 20,408 lakhs, 
of which the capital outlay on open line, including suspense, was 
Rs. 19,304 lakhs. The average cost per mile of all open lines 
(excluding steamboat service and suspense) is Rs. 1,27,874, the 
average price of the broad gauge being Rs. 1,67,333, and that of 
the metre gauge Rs. 70,777. 

The gross receipts during the calendar year, inclusive of steam- 
boat services, were Rs. 19,76,44,749. Of this, 37°87 per cent. 
were earned by the Guaranteed lines; 23°59 per cent. by the 
East Indian railway, including the branch lines worked by it; 
34°83 per cent. by the State railways, excluding lines worked by 
the East Indian railway; and the balance, 3°71 per cent., may 
be divided between the lines in Native States and the lines owned 
by Assisted Companies, excluding the Tarakeshwar railway. The 
distribution of the earnings between coaching, goods, and mis- 
cellaneous, including steamboat, may be taken at 32°56 per cent., 
64:71 per cent., and 2°73 per cent. respectively. 

The total working expenses amount to Rs. 9,87,43,474, or 
49-96 per cent. of the gross receipts, the distribution under the 
different heads being as under: maintenance, 14°12 per cent. ; 
locomotive, 16°15 per cent. ; carriage and waggon, 4°35 per cent. ; 
traffic, 7-98 per cent.; general, 5°26 per cent.; steamboat, 0:52 
per cent. ; special and miscellaneous, 1°58 per cent. 

The total number of passengers carried was 103,156,013, as 
compared with 95,411,779 in 1887, and the receipts from coaching 
trafic have amounted to Rs. 6,43,50,321, as compared with 
Rs. 6,03,10,678. 

The aggregate tonnage moved has amounted to 22,393,202 tons, 
as compared with 20,195,677 tons, and the receipts from goods 
traffic have amounted to Rs. 12,79,03,904, as compared with 
Rs. 11,92,93,225 in 1887. ; 
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The following table shows the financial results to the State of 
working the railways for the official year (ending 31st March) 
1887-88. J igures for a later date are not available. 


Losses— Rs. Rs. 
Guaranteed railways - - 87,88,989 
State lines leased to companies, open and un- 
open - - - - - 45,91,538 
State railways, military, open - | 1,27,17,975 
State railways, military, unopen - -. 2,01,028 
State railways, commercial, unopen - - 14,92,352 
2,77,91,882 
Gains— 
East Indian railway - - 57,01,018 
State railways, commercial - . - 23,36,099 
80,37,112 
Netloss - - - -|- - - 1,97,54,770 


It must, however, be remembered that the interest charges fur 
the East Indian, Eastern Bengal, and North-Western railways 
include annuities paid in England during the year to the extent 
of Rs. 2,39,08,600, in which is included a contribution for a 
sinking fund which is meant to reproduce the capital at the expiry 
of the period for which the annuity is to ran. 

The large loss on guaranteed railways is inainly attributable to 
the comparatively high rate at which the guaranteed interest has 
to be paid. Owing to the nature of its contract with guaranteed 
railway companies, the State has to pay interest at this rate: 
until it enters into possession of the line, or is otherwise in a 
position to modify the contract, and it is consequently unable to 
obtain any advantage from the increasingly easy condition of the 
money market. That is to say, where the State could now raise 
money at 3}, or even 3 per cent., to pay off loans raised at higher 
rates of interest, it must still continue to pay interest at or near 
the high average rate of 4}? per cent. on the capitai raised by 
guaranteed companies. 


3. Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on 
Bounties on Export other than those paid on Shipping ond Sugar. 
Commercial No. 26 (1889). [Bounties on Export.| (C—5867.) 
Price 3d. 


This paper contains the replies received from Her Majesty’s 
Representatives abroad to a circular dated May 2nd, 1889, issued 
by the Marquis of Salisbury, and directing them to supply parti- 
culars relating to the bounties paid in each country and the 
amounts, except in regard to bounties on shipping and sugar, 
which have already been reported on (see Commercial No. 14, 
1889). Replies have been received, and are now published from 
the following countries :—Argentine Republic, Austria-Hungary, 
Bavaria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Hesse-Darmstadt, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden, 
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Portugal, Roumania, Russia, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Saxony, Servia, 
Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, United States, and Uruguay. 


4. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return A, Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, July 1889, 115 (A. VIL). Price 2d. 
This is the usual monthly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the number of persons 
(excluding lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) 
relieved in England and Wales on the last day of each week of 
the month of July was as follows :—First week, 682,234 ; second 
week, 682,953; third week, 682,378; fourth week, 683,125; 
fifth week, 682,197. The number of paupers in receipt of relief 
in July 1889 was smaller than the number relieved in the corre- 
ponding month in 28 out of the 32 preceding years. 


5. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return A. Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, August 1889. 115 (A. VIL). Price 14d. 

This return shows that the number of persons (excluding 
lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) relieved in 
England and Wales on the last day of each week of the month of 
August was as follows:—First week, 682,025; second week, 
681,577; third week, 681,139; fourth week, 680,928. The 
number of paupers in receipt of relief in August 1889 was smaller 
than the number relieved in the corresponding month in the three 
preceding years, in the years from 1857 to 1874, and from 1879 
to 1883. 


6. Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies 
in the United Kingdom during the Six Months ending 30th June 
1889, together with Reports of the Inspecting Officers of the 
Railway Department to the Board of Trade upon certain Accidents 
which were inquired into. (C—5885.) Price 1s.} 

This is the usual half-yearly statement issued by the Railway 
Department of the Board of Trade in pursuance of the Regula- 
tion of Railways Act (1871), 34 & 35 Vict. cap. 78. It shows 
that during the six months ending the 30th of June 1889, 
accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent way, &c. caused the 
death of 81 persons, and injury to 582, viz. :-- 


Total for the corresponding 
Period in 1888. 
— Killed. Injured. 
Killed. Injured. 
Passengers - 81 523 255 
Servants of companies - aa 59 2 50 
Total §- - 81 582 3 305 


~ During the six months there were reported 17 collisions between 
passenger trains or parts of passenger trains, by which 80 passengers 
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were killed and 319 passengers and 9 servants were injured ; 
18 collisions between passenger trains and goods or mineral 
trains, éc., by which 33 passengers and 16 servants were injured ; 
15 -collisions between goods trains or parts of goods trains, 
by which 18 servants were injured; 18 cases of assenger 
trains or parts of passenger trains leaving the rails, by which 
82 passengers and 3 servants were injured; 4 cases of goods 
trains or parts of goods trains leaving the rails, by which 
1 servant was injured; 2 cases of trains or engines travelling in 
the wrong direction through points, by which 1 passenger was 
injured; 11 cases of trains running into stations or sidings at too 
high a speed, by which 12 passengers and 7 servants were 
injured ; 1 case of bursting of a tube of an engine, by which 
1 servant was injured; six failures of machinery, springs, &c. 
of engines, by which 3 passengers and 3 servants were injured ; 
113 failures of axles, by which 1 passenger was killed and 62 
passengers and 1 servant were injured; 1 failure of brake appa- 
ratus, by which 5 passengers were injured ; 5 failures of couplings, 
by which 5 passengers were injured; and 5 fires in trains, by 
which 1 passenger was injured. 


7. Railways (Continuous Brakes), Return by the Railway Com- 
panies. of the United Kingdom for the Six Months ending the 
30th June 1889. (C.—5886.) Price 1s. 

This is the half-yearly statement issued by the Railway Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade in pursuance of the Railway Returns 
(Continuous Brakes) Act of 1878. It shows that on the 30th of 
June 1889 there were 7,301 engines and 38,931 carriages and 
other vehicles (or 75 and 72 per cent. respectively of the total 
number of engines and carriages in use) on which continuous 
brakes complying with the conditions required by the Board of 
Trade were returned by the various railway companies as being 
in use. On the same date there were 1,878 engines and 
10,521 carriages and other vehicles (or 20 per cent. of the engines 
and carriages in use) which were fitted with brakes which only 
partially complied with the Board of Trade requirements. There 
were at the same date 545 engines and 4,312 carriages (or 5 per 
cent. of the engines and 8 per cent. of the total number of 
carriages in use) which were wholly unprovided with continuous 
brakes meeting the Board of Trade requirements. At the same 
date in 1888 there were 567 engines and 4,853 carriages which 
were unprovided with continuous brakes. 


8. Building Societies’ Return. 273. Price 1s. 6d. 


This annual return is stated to be in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper, No. 260, of session 1888. It is prepared under 
the direction of the Treasury, the information being given in the 
following form :— 

Abstract of the accounts furnished by building societies 
incorporated to the 3lst day of December 1888, including 
Great Britain and Ireland, under the Building Societies Acts, in 
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pursuance of the Act 37 & 38 Vict. c. 42. s. 40, in the annexed 
form 


s | 2] ss oo | | 

£ £ £ £ & £ £ 


9. Emigration and Immigration (Foreiyners). Report 31}. 
Price 1s. 


The report of the select committee, after tracing the course of 
emigration which is stated generally to flow from east to west, 
refers to the census and population statistics of European countries, 
and the immigration statistics of the United States, and, after 
passing in review the evidence given, proceeds to the general 
conclusions to be derived from that evidence. These conclusions 
are stated to be as follows :— 

It is impossible to state with accuracy the number of aliens at 
present in the United Kingdom. There are no means, as in 
America and nearly all continental countries, for checking the 
number of immigrants that arrive with the intention of settling 
here. 

Judging from such evidence as could be obtained, it appears 
that, though the number is not sufficiently large to create alarm, 
the proportion of the alien to the native population has been for 
many years and is on the increase. 

The better class of immigrants only arrive in transit to other 
countries (chiefly America), but the poorest and worst class remain 
here. ‘These latter, as they prosper and make a little money, 
often move on and make way for other poor aliens. 

The distribution of these poor aliens, both as regards localities 
and trades, is such that the pressure occasicned is out of proportion 
to their numbers. 

They are confined to a few towns, and generally to a special 
part of such towns; and the trades they chiefly affect are those of 
tailoring, shoemaking, and cabinet-making. 

In these trades, for a time at least, they work for less wages 
than British workmen do, and always for longer hours. 

Their physical condition is inferior to that of the British 
workmen ; but their health appears to be good, notwithstanding 
the neglect of all sanitary laws. They are quick at learning, 
moral, frugal, and thrifty, and inoffensive as citizens, but generally 
very dirty und uncleanly in their habits. 
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‘The recommendations made by the Committee are as. follows :— 

1. That measures should be adopted to ascertain with greater 
accuracy, and more frequently than the decennial census provides, 
the number of aliens that remain in this country. 

2. That measures should be adopted to secure a complete 
annual record of the number of alien steerage and deck passengers 
arriving and departing at the ports of the United Kingdom from 
and to ports in Europe, and that such annual record should be 
laid before Parliament. 

3. That measures should be adopted to provide for a record of 
the names, sexes, ages, occupations, nationalities, and destination 
of all alien steerage and deck passengers arriving at ports of the 
United Kingdom, and not in possession of through tickets to 
other countries. 

4, That British Consuls at European seaports, especially those 
in proximity to the United Kingdom, be instructed to direct 
ge attention to the collection of information on the subject of 
the emigration of destitute persons to the United Kingdom. 

5. That while your Committee see great difficulties in the way 
of enforcing laws similar to those of the United States and certain 
other countries against the importation of pauper and destitute 
aliens, and while they are not prepared to recommend such 
legislation at present, they contemplate the possibility of such 
legislation becoming necessary in the future, in view of the 
crowded condition of our great towns, the extreme pressure for 
existence among the poorer part of the population, and the ten- 
dency of destitute foreigners to reduce still lower the social and 
material condition of our own poor. 


10. Convention between the Government of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland and the Government of the Argentine 
Republic for the exchange of Uninsured Postal Parcels, signed at 
Buenos Ayres, June 28, 1889. Commercial No. 30 (1889). 
[Argentine Republic.| (C.—5871.) Price 2d. 


The above Convention came into force on the 28th of June 
1889 ; it can be terminated by either country on one year’s notice. 
The chief provisions of the Convention are as follows :— 
Parcels uninsured and without collection of value on delivery 
may be forwarded under the denomination of postal parcels from 
the United Kingdom to the Argentine Republic up to the weight 
of 7 lbs. avoirdupois, and from the Argentine Republic to the 
United Kingdom up to the weight of 3 kilogrammes. oa 
The postage upon parcels from the United Kingdom for the 
Argentine Republic, or vice versd, is divided as follows :— 


Fr... C. 
British territorial rate - - 110 
Sea rate - - - 200 
Argentine territorial rate - 1 25 


4 35 


Total - - 
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In the event of either office desiring to adopt a system of 
insurance, both Post Offices engage to use their best endeavours 
to that end. 


11. Mines. Summaries of the Statistical Information contained 
in the Reports of Her Majesty's Inspectors ‘of Mines under the 
provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1887 ; the Metalli- 
ferous Mines Regulation Acts, 1872 and 1875; and the Slate 
Mines (Gunpowder) Act, 1882, Also List of Inspectors and In- 
spection Districts, Forms of Returns, and Particulars of Exami- 
nation Boards and of Examinations. (C.—5780.) Price 94d. 


In the introduction which precedes these summaries it is stated 
that under the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1887, every inspector 
of a district, and under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act, 
1872, every inspector is required to make an annual report to a 
Secretary of State, and these reports have to be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament. 

In these reports the statistics of persons employed in and about 
the mines are prepared, and an account of minerals wrought 
under the Coal Mines Act is also given. A separate volume, 
entitled “ The Mineral Statistics of theUnited Kingdom,” is also 
prepared by the Inspectors of Mines. From the summaries there 
given it appears that :— 

The number of persons employed in and about all the mines in 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, together with 
the Isle of Man, and inclusive of those employed on private branch 
railways and tramways, and in washing and coking coal on 
premises adjacent io or belonging to the mines (this latter infor- 
mation being an addition to previous summaries), amounted to 
592,656, of whom 5,680 were females above ground. 

The number of persons employed in and about all the mines, 
exclusive of those employed on private branch railways and tram- 
ways, and in washing and coking coal, was 578,417, of whom 
5,357 were females, the aggregate increase being 10,391. 

The total number of fatal accidents was 885, and the total number 
of deaths occasioned thereby 960; being an increase of 4 in the 
number of fatal accidents, and a decrease of 91 in the number of 
lives lost, compared with the totals of the preceding year. The 
summary shows also the ratio of fatal accidents and deaths to 
persons employed, the death-rate per 1,000 being 1-660 as com- 
pared with the higher ratio of 1°850 of the year 1887. + 

The quantities and kinds of mineral wrought in the different 
districts in 1888 amounted to 182,660,163 tons, of which 
169,935,219 was coal and 8,635,032 ironstone, the rest being 
fire-clay, oil shale, and other minerals, being a total increase of 
9,610,368 tons compared with the preceding year, the increase of 
coal being 7,815,407, and of ironstone 1,065,114 tons. 

The occupation of persons employed in and about mines under 
the present and former Coal Mines Acts, is now more than twice 
as safe as it was at the commencement of the inspection, the 
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average ratio for the first 10 years ending 1860 being one death 
in every 245 persons employed, for the 10 years ending 1870 one 
death in 300, for the 10 years ending 1880 one death in 425, 
whilst for the present year it is one in 602, a much more’ 
favourable ratio. 

The ratios of accidents and deaths to the number of persons 
employed and tons of mineral wrought in each of the districts 
were, in 1888 :—222,485 tons of mineral wrought for every fatal 
accident, and 205,698 tons for every death, as compared with the 
lesser quantities 208,494 and 173,919 tons respectively in the 
preceding year. 


12. Index to Reports of Her Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular 
Representatives Abroad on Trade and Subjects of General Interest 
(with Appendix), 1886-88, Commercial No, 27 (1889). (C—5868.) 
Price 84d. 

In the introductory Note attached to this paper it is stated 
that prior to the year 1886 it was the practice of the Foreign 
Office to publish the reports of Her Majesty’s diplomatic and 
consular representatives abroad on trade, finance, and subjects of 
general interest, in Blue Books at various intervals when a 
sufficient number had been received to make a fair-sized volume. 
These Blue Books were published only during the session of 
Parliament, or shortly after its close. This system, however, was 
open to two serious objections. In the first place, a person 
requiring a particular report on a specific subject found himself 
compelled to purchase a volume containing a quantity of extraneous 
matter possibly of no interest to him, and at a cost consequently 
in excess of the value of what he really required. A still graver 
objection lay in the fact that while one report might be printed 
and ready for publication, it had to wait till others were received 
in a sufficient number to make up a Blue Book. Considerable 
delay was thus at times occasioned, and the value of the earlier 
papers proportionately diminished. Lord Rosebery, when 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, readily recognising the 
force of these objections which were then strongly urged, took 
effectual steps to remedy them by ordering a separate publication 
of all reports both during the session of Parliament and in the 
recess. This arrangement met with the unanimous approval of 
the public and the press, and the reports were henceforward issued 
at a price well within the reach of all classes. 

The series thus established are divided into two categories, 
« Annual” and “ Miscellaneous.” In the former are comprised 
reports on trade, finance, and agriculture, which are annually 
required, from Her Majesty’s missions and consulates abroad. In 
the latter are included reports on subjects of general economic 
interest which are either specially called for by the Secretary of 
State or voluntarily submitted for publication by their authors. 
Each of these series have their consecutive numbers which run on 
from year to year. From the summer af 1886 down to the end 
of 1888, 445 reports of the annual and 110 of the miscellaneous 
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series have been issued in the separate form, and it is to the salient 
features of these 555 reports that the body of the present work is 
designed to facilitate reference. 


13. Labour Statistics. Returns of Expenditure by Working 
Men. (C.—5861.) Price 54d. 


Under the above title a memorandum in connexion with the 
series of labour statistics in course of publication has been issued 
from the Board of Trade. It is the result of a first attempt by 
the Department {o obtain from working men accurate information 
as to the yearly earnings of themselves and families, and as to 
the expenditure of their family incomes upon the varies items 
which enter into the composition of their family budgets. 

The number of cases dealt with is too limited to permit of any 
general conclusions as to the economic condition of working 
classes generally, but each personal statement by itself is an 
interesting study in household finance. Specially useful from this 
point of view is a full statement of the income and expenditure of 
a journeyman cabinet-maker in London for a period of 37 years. 

Summary tables show the cost of the chief heads of expenditure 
in detail and in groups of families, arranged according to income. 
Proportions of expenditure to income are similarly tabulated, and 
further tables show the dwelling accommodation of each family, 
net earnings, loss of time per year, and ages of children and their 
earnings. 

The branch of inquiry opened up by these reports has been 
much more cultivated abroad than in this country, and reference 
is made to the chief works on the subject published abroad. 
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XVIIL—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I—Corn Prices. 


Return of the QuaANTITIES sOLD and AveraGce Prices of Britis 
Corn, ImrertaL Mrasurg, as received from the Inspectors anil 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold.’ 

Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 

Week ended 5th October 1889 - 86,301 3 97,839 3 12,076 2 
-| 85,582 2 | 180,824 7 12,155 

a 19th =, » «| 88,473 4 | 167,404 5 13,520 6 

” 26th ” ” - 80,823 2 190,618 6 12,009 5 

October 1889 - . - | 836,180 3 586,687 5 49,761 7 

Corresponding month in 1888 - | 269,359 O | 208,837 5 25,257 2 

» ” 1887 - | 339,246 2 515,507 O 31,753 2 

Average Prices. 

a. s. d, 
Week ended 5th October 1889 - 29 38 29 4 16 8 
12¢ 29 4 29 8 16 8 
19th 29 10 30 4 16 4 
= 30 4 30 11 16 11 
October 1889 . - - 29 8 30 0 16 7 
September 1889 - - 29 11 29 1 17 9 
August» 30 9 20 7 19 6 
July 29 2 21 7 19 
June - 28 6 21 6 18 
May . * « 29 9 23 10 18 4 
April 29 10 25 0 17 6 
March 30 1 25 10 16 ¢4 
February - 29 6 26 4 16 5 
January - - 80 2 26 9 16 4 
December 1588 —s - - 81 27 7 16 6 
November ,, - 31 10 2 7 16 5 
October 1888 - 29 1 16 5 
1886 - 29 11 27 3 
” 1885 « 30 11 30 & 18 10 
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1889 


Return of the Numspers, and Destinations of the 
Passenaers that left the Unrrep Kinepom for out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st October 1889, and the 
Ten Months ended 3lst October 1889, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


British ll 
United Austral- corre=- 
Nationalities. North other Total. 

States. | an erica,| 2Sia Places. sponding 
1888. 
Month ended 31st October 1889. 

English - 10,188 1,486 2,993 3,755 18,422 16,568 
Scotch - -| 1,459 133 no 287 1,989 2,326 
Irish -| 3,989 143 214 92 4,388 
Total of British origin -| 15,586 1,762 3,317 4,134 24,799 23,468 
Foreigners < - - - 4,614 553 37 446 5,650 6,723 
Nationalities not distinguished - 613 613 676 
Total « . = =] 20,200 2,315 3,354 5,193 31,062 80,867 

Ten Months ended 31st October 1889. 

English = = «© = =| 86,004 | 21,868 | 19,867 | 20,631 | 148,370 | 753,057 
Scotch «= ~ - -| 16,514 3,565 1,940 1,406 23,425 32,962 
Trish 55,633 2,107 2,408 1,987 62,085 69,767 
Total of British origin = | 158,151 27,540 24,215 23,974 | 233,880 | 255,986 
Foreigners - - *| 68,757 9,455 452 2,667 76,331 | 106,194 
Nationalities not distinguished 1821 - _ 2,705 4,526 4,509 
Total - - - | 223,729 | 36,995 | 24,667 | 29,34 | 314,787 | 366,689 

Total for corresponding }| | | 26,096 | 19,645 | 366,009 — 


Nors.—The above figures, being made 
month, are subjected to correction in the 


up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
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AND WALES, 


Nomper of Receiving OrpeRs GAzeTTeD in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Ten months 
October ended October 
1889. 1858. 1889. 1888. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 871 409 3,840 4,060 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations 
Grocers, &c. - - 23 24 288 302 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 34 29 286 268 
Farmers - - - 16 24 203 233 
Builders - - - 23 19 199 215 
Butchers - ~ ll 11 132 105 
Boot and shoe and 
dealers - - - - 13 12 126 131 
Bakers - 7 11 107 97 
Drapers, haberdashers &e. - 13 102 96 
Tailors, &c. - Py | 7 82 69 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, 8 6 73 &3 
Agents, commission and general - 7 4 70 55 
Carpenters and joiners - - 5 5 66 59 
Coaland coke merchants and dealers - a 8 53 45 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 5 6 48 65 
Solicitors . - - - 2 2 46 41 
Auctioneers - - 7 3 46 34 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 3 ‘f 45 34 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - 3 43 35 
Clerks, commercial and general - — 3 35 60 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. - ~ - 2 4 35 50 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 2 1 34 7 
Confectioners 3 7 33 49 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers - - 5 7 32 38 
Ironmongers - . - _ 2 31 34 
Travellers, commercial, &ce. - - 2 83 31 84 
Tobacconists, &c. - - 3 2 30 40 
Schoolmasters and echoolnistresses - 4 29 21 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 5 1 29 37 
Chemists, druggists, and 
manufacturers - - 3 8 28 41 
Engineers and founders, &c. - - 8 1 28 18 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers - - 3 4 27 22 
Merchants - - - - 3 1 25 31 
General dealers 4 2 25 26 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 1 7 24 82 
Furniture dealers and am - - 2 8 23 27 
Millers - : ~ 3 4 23 18 
Dairymen, &e. - 1 3 22 34 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 1 1 21 14 
Fishing-net, smack owners, and masters 1 2 21 16 
Restaurant, coffee, and 
keepers - 3 21 17 
Printers and publishers - - 1 2 20 18 
Gardeners, florists, &c. 2 s 20 25 
China, glass, earthenware, &e, dealers - - 3 8 20 25 
Lodging-house keepers - 4 19 14 
60405. 
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‘Ten months 
October ended October 
1889. 1888, 1889. 1888. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Wheelwrights - 4 3 19 17 
Stone, marble, and entieentel, masons 1 7 18 17 
Bricklayers, plasterers, &c. - - 2 q 18 16 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - — 7 17 10 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. - 2 oo 17 18 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 1 8 16 24 
Stationers ~ - - - 3 3 16 19 
Carriage, &c. builders - - 4 Ss 16 24 
Contractors - - - = 2 15 18 
Brokers, stock and share - - 1 4 15 11 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - - 1 7 15 20 
Hairdressers - - - 1 14 11 
Fruit merchants, &c. - - 1 2 14 7 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers - 1 — 14. 6 
Booksellers and publishers = - - 2 4 14 10 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 4 1 14 12 
Aérated and mineral acon manufac- 
turers - 3 6 14 16 
Architects and ourveyers - 4 7 14 14 
Hatters - - - 1 1 13 19 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 4 4 13 24 
Brewers and beer merchants - - —_ 2 12 9 
Surgeons - - 1 3 12 14 
Clerks in holy orders ~ - 2 — 10 10 
Musical instrument and pianoforte key 
makers and dealers - - 10 10 
Gardeners, market - ~ - 1 9 14 


IV.—Exprort oF Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
Great Britain. 

Retvrn of the NomBer of AnimaLs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britaiw during the month ended 3lst October 1889, and 
during the First Ten Months of the Year 1889, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1888. 


Ten months 

October ended October 

1889. 1888. 1889, 4888. 

No. No. No. No. 

Cattle 4 - | 92,430 | 89,776 | 500,985 | 570,954 
Sheep - 5: ° - | 44,484 | 47,852 | 549,088 | 576,260 
Sales -| 41,448 | 43,394 | 336,045 | 477,007 
Horses - =| 2,577] 2432] 27,600 | 26,955 
Mules or Jennets - - - 2 3 ll 19 
> ° 17 47| 1,217 | 1,066 
Total - |181,020 | 182,933 |1,420,942|7,590,966 
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V.—Fisnery STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the and Coasts from the fishing 
grounds, during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October 
1889, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1888. 
1889, 1888. 1889. 1888. 
QuanTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot - 4,373 45447 45,176 46,869 
Soles - 6,487 5,717 62,253 60,202 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 2,223 8,957 31,401 98,597 
Total prime fish . - 13,083 19,124 138,830 205,668 
Salmon 18 18 4,593 
- - - - 27,184 9 241, 200,618 
Plaice - - 55,018 60,159 499,105 589,678 
Ling - 6,642 79, 57,227 
Haddock 2 137,699 138,545 1,314,211 1,290,923 
Herrings - - - - - 413,032 424,273 1,180,339 1,297,013 
Pilchards - - - - - 4,592 90,659 60,014 129, 
Sprats - - - - - - 1,975 1,016 29,261 47,268 
All other, except shell fish - - - 120,276 128,182 1,085,933 1,058,654 
Total - - . 789,067 902,609 4,965,198 | 5,970,813 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - - 31,396 35,337 706,650 457,543 
Crabs - 52,318 76,073 4,999,146 4,696,253 
Oysters - - : - - | 4,824,000 | 3,735,000 || 27,302,000 | 23,659,000 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - - - - 53,959 40,830 381,151 348,073 
VALUE. 
16: 1 65 |) 153,081 uf 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 7,566 37,416 || 111,858 274,440 
Total prime fish - - 68,234 82,105 625,564 734,886 
é 77 8 28, 
Plaice - - 51,151 54,784 453 514,916 
Lin 5,169 4,554 57,601 8 
Haddock - 61,846 49;650 525,674 497,414 
Mackerel 8,264 8,900 226,746 46 
Herrings - 97,764 123,252 340,176 857,146 
Pilchards ‘ 1,460 21,147 16,178 88,872 
Sprats - 1 188 4,221 3,824 
All other, except shell fish - . - 87,092 84,087 749,426 709,516 
Total - -| 396,199 444578 || 3,186,088 | 3,309,075 
‘ 1,442 1,548 29,698 20,844 
Crabs 1,190 2,358 51,889 48,247 
Other shell fish - - - 12,767 10,807 102.675 83,576 
Total - 29,189 24,863 258,484 228,202 
Total value of fish landed - 425,388 469,436 3,444,572 3,537,307 


'r.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
" given are the actual alate returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VI.—FisHery 


STaTEMENT of the ToTat Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 31st October 1889, compared with the correspond- 


ing Periods of the Year 1888. 


Ten Months ended 
October October 
1889, 1888, 1889. 1888. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot - - - - 4 5,391 4,669 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - . 1,179 1,332 12,332 11,529 
Cod - - - - - 10,819 14,989 458,637 415,508 
Lin - - - - 1,135 130,386 127,700 
Haddock - 86,451 89,194 625,415 685,416 
Herrings - - 106,565 46,859 3,451,983 2,790,923 
Sprats  - - - 5650 2,462 10,395 
- 189 20 264 
rsk ( 18 11,345 13,568 
Saith (Coal 2,933 3,430 79,498 102,101 
Whiting - - - 8,677 9.941 53,919 67,582 
Halibut - 92 55 20,763 20,018 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - - 5,919 6,479 58,876 71,727 
Eel - - - - - 1,814 3 13,320 8,454 
Skate - - 1,449 1,508 44,187 339 
All other, except shell fish - - 8,422 9,974 63,066 85,682 
Total - 237,846 186,436 5,032,398 4472829 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - 54,200 70,500 492,900 588,800 
Crabs 116,100 135,100 2,544,100 2,913,600 
Oysters 32,300 11,200 217,200 107,400 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Mussels 17,511 19,893 150,753 212,049 
Clams - - - - - 3,323 2,529 14,138 16,545 
Other shell fish - - - 3,540 3,316 45,414 49;279 
VALUE 
£ £ £ 
Turbot - 2,2 2,560 16,894 13,327 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 2,078 2,079 18,444 14,004 
Salmon - - - - tte 
- - 5,483 5,897 152,228 138,741 
Ling - - - - - - 519 3 44,553 46,054 
Haddock - 33,334 82,733 259,854 270,855 
Mackerel - - 54 332 892 
Herrings - 24,886 12,828 675,013 598,217 
Sprats - - - - 211 45 270 
Bperiin 291 53 || 529 198 
orsk (Tusk) - 4 | 1,716 2,129 
Saith (Coal Fish) 572 649 | 10,995 13,875 
Whiting - 2,744 2,842 | 19,045 21,875 
Halibut - 88 18,134 19.434 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 4,426 4,177 41,882 46,117 
Eel - 1,109 12 | 6,894 4,543 
Skate - - - 351 840 9,240 11,370 
All other, except shell fish - 1,608 1,683 11,968 15,439 
Total 84,910 66,739 1,287,966 1,218,040 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters 2,092 2,434 21,006 24,804 
bs - 650 687 12,369 18,902 
Oysters 184 67 1,029 513 
ussels 1,109 1,851 9,275 13,170 
Clams - - 359 349 1,901 2,300 
Other shell fish 587 653 8,425 9,088 
Total 4,981 5,538 54,005 63,977 
Total value of fish landed : 89,891 72,277 1,341,971 1,281,817 


Notse.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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VIL—FisHEery Statistics.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Tota, Qoantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irnisn Coasts during the Month and Ten Months 
ended 31st October 1889, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1888. 


October Ten Months ended October 
1889, 1888, 1889, 1888, 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot 206 159 1,417 9 
Soles - 369 498 4,005 3,283 
Total prime fish - - 575 657 5,422 4,278 
Cod - 2,434 1,980 35,767 26,267 
Lin, * 512 529 17,699 9,485 
Haddock 1,135 1,369 9,383 8, 
Mackerel 31,949 8,650 439,228 100,685 
Herrings 6,224 8,613 95,488 69,734 
¥ 486 29,939 41,961 
hiting - 2,258 1,227 10,330 13,090 
Hake 7,724 10,018 19,120 29,881 
All other, except shell fish : 10,565 11,389 70,852 54,004 
Total ° : - 69,920 73,868 783,228 857,985 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters ° 32,346 3,982 400,700 129,613 
Crabs - 8,994 8,800 308,175 214,769 
Oysters - 61,200 61,250 937,690 234,025 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. ‘wts. 
Other shell tish - - 1,236 122 14,026 11,756 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Turbot 586 512 4,524 3,502 
Soles 1,314 1,549 14,683 9,694 
Total prime fish - 1,900 2,061 19,207 13,196 
Cod 1,242 1,482 19,169 1 4y505 
Li 2 316 6,879 4,519 
Haddock - - 1,069 1,237 7,952 
Mackerel - - - - 17,042 3,977 153,271 53,890 
Herrings - 086 8,816 32,579 28,438 
Sprats - - - 382 908 1,308 1,705 
Whiting - . - 698 480 4,786 5,665 
ake 4 8,413 3,588 9,509 11,716 
All other, except shell fish - iy 4,107 29,235 22,880 
Total - - - 33,497 21,772 283,895 163,918 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters - - - 901 159 10,362 4,124 
Crabs 63 1 1,497 1,025 
Oysters - - - 119 123 1,488 449 
Other shell fish 186 36 2,165 1,630 
Total 1,269 329 15,512 7,228 
Total value of fish landed 34,766 22,101 299,407 | 171,149 
Nors.--The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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VIIL-—Corron Returns.—OctTOBER 1889. 
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Return of the NumBer of Bates of Corton Importep and Exportep, 
ForWARDED from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during {the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October 
1889, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1888. 


Month of Ten months ended 
October October 
1889. 1888. 1889. 1888. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American - | 308,125 210,368 || 2,064,907 | 2,009,039 
Brazilian - 8,729 18,394 138,374 259,452 
East Indian ‘ 24,121 22,569 601,731 380,834 
Egyptian - 33,039 17,108 167,673 139,687 
Miscellaneous “ 5,221 12,861 57,320 61,561 
Total “ 374,235 281,295 3,030,005 | 2,850,570 
‘Exports, 
American . 17,448 23,928 226,340 205,607 
Brazilian - - 25 — 36,073 13,085 
Fast Indian - 29,257 20,055 232,051 262,846 
- 1,124 9,786 8,992 
scellaneous - 1,733 1,808 18,732 20,551 
Total - 49,587 46,279 522,582 514,084 
ForwakpeEp from Ports to Intanp Towns. 
American - 236,470 196,727 2,074,333 2,052,293 
Brazilian - - 6,248 21,019 102,466 250,457 
East Indian - 17,594 14,328 187,775 147,567 
Egyptian - - 19,426 23,314 168,083 177,705 
Miscellaneous * 8,676 9,722 88,387 85,135 
Total - 288,414 265,110 2,621,044 | 2,713,151 
ForwARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 
American - - 340 152 3,903 4,192 
East Indian - - 15 97 
tian - 40 74 243 
eous - 4 
Total - 355 192 4,074 4,436 
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IX.—Periopicat Returns or Imports anp Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CountTRiIEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s.6d.; Lira = 9,5. ; 
Drachme = 9,%d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 
Name of Country. Month. 
1889. 1888, 1889. 1888. 
Russia in Europe July Roubles 35,297,000 | 34,759,000 235,015,000 187,119,000 
France - -| Sept. -| Frs. 316,678,000 | 379,927,000 || 3,082,339,000 | 8,047,529,000 
Portugal - - July Milreis - 4,381,000} 3,774,000 24,727,000 28,027,000 
Italy - . «| Sept. - | Lire - 103,264,000 | 97,487,000 969,701,000 | 872,296,000 
Greece - + | August | Drchms. 10,826,000 | 77,018,000 80,080,000 69,069,000 
United States - -| Sept. +] Dolrs. 53,613,000 | 54,793,000 582,799,000 | 544,688,000 
British India* - | August | Rupees. 5,23,95,515 | 5,04,95,673 || 26,52,56,604 | 95,70,85,228 
II.—Exports. 
Russia in Europe -| July -j Roubles 74,895,000 | 67,546,000 424,791,000 | 485,735,000 
France -| Sept. -| Frs, 305,741,000 | 290,530,000 || 2,572,938,000 | 2,827,404,000 
Portugal . -| July -| Milreis - 2,713,000 1,944,000 13,481,000 18,867,000 
Italy Sept. Lire ~ 68,992,000 | 64,785,000 661,734,000 | 645,793,000 
Greece - - | August | Drchms. 14,347,000 | 79,433,000 57,654,000 53,417,000 
United States - -| Sept. -| Dolrs. 65,074,000 | 57,934,000 538,741,000 | 454,904,000 
British India* - | August | Rupees. 6,78,87,567 | 6,24,63,770 40,02,91,116 | 36,89,55,240 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


NortE.—The figures are those of the “special ” imports and exports, except in the case of 
the United States and British India, where the figures are “general.” “Special” means, in 
the case of imports, on aap for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce and manufacture o ~ 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 
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X.—ForeEIGN TRADE oF InpIA. 


Imports and Exports inte and from Britisa INpDIA. 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries. untries.* 
_—_ Five Months ended wing, Months ended 
31st August Ist August 
1889, 1888. 1889. 1888. 
R. R. R. R. 
I,—Animals—living 55,851 448,900 3,88,578 483,364 
Il.—Articles of food and drink -| 2,83,30,014 2,71,90,739 | 10,36,07,918 | 70,60,65,388 
1]1.—Metas and manufactures of — 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 43,65,775 45,08,889 41,931 82,197 
B.— Metals - 2,06,95,945 2,20,734 1,79;016 
C.—Machinery and mill-work| _1,11,30,817 98,99:954 417 1757 
D—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) 64,11,479 1,20,69,000 
lv.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics. and dyeing 
and tanning materials . 44,55,678 41,26,826 5,40,74,357 5,28,14,897 
V.—Oils - - -|  1,09,89,185 79:46,088 23,27,183 19,798,309 
materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - | 1,64,92,576 | 7,68,09,007 | 16,57,07,383 713,09,75,054 
VIl.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarnsand textile fabrics | 13,72,26,101 | 73,37,36,378 4,26,28,260 4:08,71,788 
B.—Apparel - - 45,10,976 46549514 4,07,478 4)61,019 
C.—Other articles _manu- 
fectured - | 2,05,92,207 2,19 34,256 1,47,27,072 1,47,43,053 
ToTaL - + | 26,52,56,604 | 25,70,85,223 | 38,41,26,311 | 34,87,06,384 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New Srriegs. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1889, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Fast Harding Street, Fleet Street, &c. 


No. Price.| No. Price.} No. Price. 
447 | St. Petersburg -| Riode Janeiro 4d. 560 | Yokohama 1d. 
48 | Nice -| 1d. 505 | Brest - - 1d.]561 | Nantes’ - - | 14d. 
449 | Stettin - «=| 2d, 506 | Dunkirk - -| 1d. 562 | Suakin - -| 4d. 
450 | Fiume -| 1d. | 507 noa - -| 2d. Algeria - Id. 
451 | Chinkiang - 508 | Beyrout - - | 1d. | 564 | St. Petersburg - | 
452 he Hague - | 1d. | 509 | Colonia - «+=! 1d. | 565 | Séul -| 1d. 
453 | Malaga - 510 | Marseilles -| 1d. | 566 Newchwang -| 1d 
454 | Taganrog - -| 511 | Kiukiang - 1d. | 567 | Roustchouk and 

455 | Mozambique -| 1d. 512 | Buda Pesth -| 2d, -| 1d. 
456 | Bogota - -| 513 | Wénchow 10d. | 568 - | 14d. 
457 | Patras- 514 uimbo - -| 1d. | 569 -| Id 
458 | Texas - -| 1d. 515 | Charleston - 1d.]570| Chicago - ~-| ltd. 
459 | Buda Pesth -| 1d, | 516 | Riga - -| 1d.]571 | Adana - -| 4d. 
460 | Madeira - -| 1d.]517| Mollendo ~-| 1d. {572 | Buenos Ayres -| 3d. 
461 | Warsaw - «=| 1d.]518| Taiwan - 1d. 573 | Frankfort- | 14d. 
462 | Paris -| 2d.}519 | Wuhu - - 1d. 1574 | Canton - - | l4d. 
463 | Baltimore - -| 1d. 620) Corunna - -| 2d.]575| Tamsui - - | S$d. 
464 | Philadelphia - | 2d, |] 521 | Noumea «=| 1d. ]576| Palermo - 3d. 
465 | New Orleans - | 2d. | 522 | San José - -| 1d. | 577 | Amsterdam 1d. 
466 | New Orleans - | 2d. | 523 | Ningpo - «=| 1d. 578 | Ajaccio - - d, 
467 | Cherbourg - | 1d. | 524 | Gothenburg -| 2d, 1579 | Shanghai - | lid. 
468 | Buenos -| 1d. ] 525 | Hankow - -| 2d.]580| Warsaw - -| 4d. 
469 | Algiers - - | 1d. | 526 | Foochow - - | 1d. | 581 | Teneriffe -| 1d. 
470 - -| 1d.]527| Erzeroum - -| 2d. ]582| Tangier - -| 2d. 
471 mhagen - | 1d. | 528 | Cuidad Bolivar - | Id. | 583 | Surinam -| 4d. 
472 -| 1d. 529} Jaffa - -| 1d. Loanda - id. 
473 - Id. 530] Ancona - -| 1d. ]585 | Alexandria 1d, 
474 | The Pirzeus -| 1d.]531|‘Savannah - 1d. Cagliari - 1d. 
475 | Galata - +] 1d.] 532] Batavia - -| 1d. | 587 | Smyrna - -| 4d. 
476 | Tripoli - -| 1d.} 533 | Adrianople - 1d. Mannheim ~-| 1d. 
477 | Saigon - 1d, [534] Nisch - - | | 589 | Nagasaki - Id. 
478 | Serajevo - -| 1d. | 535 | Vienna - + Id. | 590 | Hakodate -| 1d. 
479 | Brussels - 2d.] 536] Odessa - -| 8d.]591| Bushire - d, 
480 | Bengazi - - | 1d. | 587 | Constantinople - | 2d. | 592 | Chinkiang -| 4d. 
481 | Odessa - -! 1d, | 588 mascus - 1d.]593| Pakhoi - d. 
482 | San Domingo -j| Tientsin - -| 1d. 594 | Hiogo - - | lid. 
483 | Rome - | 1d. | 540 | Amoy - 1d. 595 | Bangkok - d, 
484 | Lisbon - +! 1d. | 541 | Mogador - - | 1d. | 596 | Serajevo - d. 
485 | Port Said - - 2d. 542 | Vienna - | 1d. | 597 | Copenhagen- - 14d. 
486 | Havre - 8d. 543 | Antwerp - -| 1d. 598 | Cephalonia - d, 
487 | Boulogne - -| 1d. 544 | Lisbon - «| 2d.]599| Chefoo - 4d. 
488 | Callao - +| Id. | 545 | New York - - | 14d. | 600 | Guatemala- - | 14d. 
489 | Barcelona - | 546 | San Francisco 601 | Tonga - -| 4d. 
490 | Boulogne - 2d. 547 | Stettin - 14d. | 602 | Tahiti d, 
491 | Taganrog - - | 2d.] 548 | San Salvador 4d. [603 | Stettin - -| 2d. 
492 | Kiungchow -| 1d.]549| Trebizond - -| 1d. 604 | Vera Cruz - | lid. 
493 | Sandakan - 1d. Nice - -| 1d. 605 | Christiania -| 4d, 
494 | Manila - -| 1ld.]551| Baghdad - 43d.]606| Pernambuco - | 14d. 
495 | Swatow - - | 1d. | 552 | Fiume - -| 1d. | 607 | Trieste - - | 14d. 
496 | Guayaquil -| 1d.]553 | M or - -| 2d.] 608 Tunis - -| 4d. 
497 | Rome - | 1d. 554) Buenos Ayres - 1id.]609| Havara - 2d. 
498 | Santos) - - | 1d. 555 | San Francisco” - | 23d. 610 | Frankfort -| 4d. 
499 | Boston - -| 1d. | 556 Carthagena -| 4d.] 611 | Tabreez - -| 4d. 
500 | Aleppo - - | 1d. 557 yra - -| 1d. 612 | Bilbao - «| 
501 | Bordeaux - 2d, | 558 | Varna and 613 | Barcelonia -| id. 
502 | Valparaiso -| 1d Bourgas - -| 1d. 

503 | St. Petersburg - 1d. 559 | Thessaly - 4d. 


|| 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 


the above-mentioned sources :— 

No. 

111. Austria-Hungary.—Report on the plum crop in Bosnia for 1887-88 

112. Ztaly.—Report on the production of sulphur and other minerals in Sieily 

113. Russia.—Report on the grain trade in the ports of the Sea of Azov 

114. Persia.—Notes on the wool trade in Persia and Trans-Caucasia = - 

115. Spain.—Report on the tobacco industries at Cuba - - 

116. Mexico.—Report on the railways of Mexico —_ - - 

117. on the of typhus in Munich, 

118. Portugal._—Notes on the proposed of a monopoly wine 
company in the consular district of Oporto - = 

119. Persia.—Notes on British trade and foreign competition in North Guna : 

120. Turkey.—Notes on the absence of direct steam communication between 
the ports of the Black Sea and those of Great Britain - - 

121. Jtaly.—Report on the forests, &c., of the province of Belluno - - 

122. Chili.—Report on the nitrate industry of Chili - - - 


123. Argentine Republic. on to cad Argentine 
1857-88 


124, Russia.—Further Notes on the absence of direct steam communication 
between the ports of the Black Sea and those of Great Britain - - 
125. Ltaly.—Report on the fruit candying industry of Leghorn - - 


126. Austria- Hungary.——Summary “ of 
factories in Hungary 


127. Netherlands.—Report on the a of local wetemete insurance 
established by the Amsterdam of of 
Netherlands 

128. Austria-Hungary.—Summary “ the Report of ad Chief Inspector of 
Factories in Hungary 

129. Mexico.—Report on the ee of cotton cloth at Vera Cruz i in 1888 

130. Ztaly.—Report on the industries, &c. of the province of Treviso - - 

131. France.—Report on the oyster production of Arcachon - - 

132. Mezico.—Summary of the principal administrative measures poe in 
Mexico under the presidency of General Diaz - - - 

133. Mezxico.—Report on the climate and public health of Vera Cruz ‘+ = 

134. Italy.—Report on the yield of cocoons in Italy in 1888 - o - 

135. Germany.—Report on the recent strike of Westphalian miners - - 


136. Mezxico.—Report on gold at Gente Clara, Lower 
California - 


137. Italy.—Report on the recent agrarian in the 
188. Mexico.—Report on the eultivation and mene al tobacco in the 
State of Vera Cruz - - - - 
139. Brazil.—Report on the petal Customs aemel of the Province of Rio 
Grande do - - 


140. Germany.—Report on the early of dates 


2d. 


1d. 


dd. 
id. 


dd. 
Ad. 
dd. 


ld. 
Ad. 


141, Italy.—Report on the industries of the Province of Florence - - 2hd. 


142. Chili.—Report on the nitrate industries of Chili - . - 

143. Italy.—Report on the wine produce of Sicily - - - - 

144. Belgium.—Report on Belgian mining industry during the year 1887 - 

145. ee on the trade of Hamburg with the West Coast of 
rica - - - - 


146. Russia.—Notes on a visit to the town of Novorossisk ~ ~ 


4d. 
ahd. 
ld. 


ld. 


hd. 


rice, 
1d. 
ld. 
ld. 
1d. 4 

| ld. q 
1d. 
ad. 
ld. 
ld. 
ld. q 
ed. 
1d. 
id. 
1d. 
1d. 
\d. 
ld. 
1d. 
3d. q 
= 
| 4d. 4 
= 
| 
| |_| 
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